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Emperor Liu Jun carried lorward the practice of “offering
sacrifices to ancestors and Heaven" and had sacred palace
built in auspicious place, established memarial tablet of
five emperors according to rules of ceremony of the Han
Dynasty, regularly held ceremony and offered sacrifices to
Heaven. In the Qi and Liang Dynasty. this custom was still
carried on as before. In addition, He Shangzhi, an official
of the Song Dynasty, Emperor Xiao Ze of the Qi Dynasty.
Emperor Xiao Yan of the Liang Dynasty, Jiang Zong and Sun
Chang, two officials once had their houses built along the
Qinhuai River. In those days, officers and common people
inhabited along the Qinhuai River and trade there was flour—
ishing and long—standing. With the rise of humanistic spirit,
art of colored Tantern began to enter the families of
common people from imperial palace, which signifies a turning
point in the development of art of colored lantern of
China. Low—cost paper has been a substitute for silk prod-
ucts and been applied in Jarge quantities, which also en—
ables art of colored lantern to develop rapidly. When Lan—
tern Festival approaches, watching the colored lantern has
become a common practice. During the early period of Em—
peror Wu' reign of the Liang Dynasty, as the society is
flourishing and stable, “thriving cultural age” arose. Em—
peror Wu of the Liang Dynasty faithfully believed in Bud—
dhism and had many temples built. During the period of the
Liang Dynasty, Lantern Festival decorated with lanterns and
colorful streamers not only was an important celebration
activity of imperial palace but also was a great sacrificial
event of temples. With Buddhist tales being engraved in it,
Lotus-Root Lantern made of silk became the seasonable
product. Apart from the poem of "Lighting lantern in the
eighth day of the first Tunar month”, Emperor Jianwen of
the Liang Dynasty, the third son of Emperor Xiao Yan of the
Liang Dynasty, also wrote the poem “"A poetic prose of
lanterrl”, which is read as follows: When legumen was in full
bloom, the moonlight was the most beautiful; Plants turned
green and clouds was floating in the sky; Lantern in the
south has been filled with oil while lantern in the west
filled with paint competed for light; cradle appeared out
of lantern; slanting light set off each other: shadow of
lanterns was clear; the light was as bright as if in the
daytime; the color of lantern was bright while the light is
heavy". Thus it can be seen that oil used for lighting
Tantern was quite expensive then, so paint was used to be a
substitute for oil. Chen Shubao, the Tast emperor of the
Southern Dynasty, didn't learn 3 Tesson from the downfall of
the previous dynasties. After he ascended the throne, he
went in for large—scale construction, led a decadent and
dissolute Tife and sang such a poem of "Sing the lantern in
Yanguangbi Palace™ the light of lanterns lit the Palace
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