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FOREWORD

THE OBJECTIVE OF THIS BOOK

The goals of this language text are to offer foreign
students a tool with which to penetrate Chinese culture
and customs by providing different types of practical
language exercises that will help the student grasp ap-
propriate conversational expressions, patterns, and im-
prove oral communication skills.

Ideally this book is written for students with a
knowledge of third year standard Mandarin Chinese
or above. That is to say they are familiar with basic
Chinese grammar while at the same time have the ability
to identify and use 2000 or more characters.

‘What to Say and How to Say it?’ is made up of
30 chapters, 77 subsections, and 241 situational dialogues.
These include not only simple terms for greetings, shop-
ping, chance encounters but also more complex topics
such as praises, complaints, criticisms, sympathies and
unexpected events. In addition there are dialogues with
discussion topics including music, art, religion, war,
love and marriage. By completing the numerous and
wide ranging oral exercises as well as a few important
written exercises, the student should acquire the ability
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to communicate comfortably with different types of
people in different ypes of situations.

According to past teaching experience in several
schools, the completion of the entire book requires 120
classroom hours. In addition, instructors may use selec-
tions from the various chapters and sections with other
teaching material according to their own needs.

This language text has three main objectives:

1. to help students understand real spoken Chinese

2. to facilitate students to use Chines to ask and
answer questions correctly as well as appropriately

3. to direct students in learning Chinese culture
and daily customs while at the same time teaching them
to express their ideas, intentions, and feelings more na-
turally and smoothly

Besides being an advanced spoken Chinese language
teaching material, this book can also serve as an advanced
level Chinese language reference book. In the table of
contents and index are listed various situations and
various ways to express one’s intentions.

THE STRUCTURE OF THIS BOOK

There are 30 chapters in this text. The first are 27
notional chapters, which are based on the purpose of
communication and intentions. The last 3 are struc-
tural chapters, which are intended to complement
the previous notional chapters.

Each chapter is divided into subsections totalling
77.

Each subsection has a minimum of three parts.



The first part is a communication intention language
group classifications list. This list is useful for studying
new ways to express one’s self, or to review methods of
expression learned during previous language study.

The second part offers example sentences which
demonstrate the above mentioned classifications list
with useful examples. For the convenience of the student
the examples in boldface type are patterns that often
reappear.

The third part is composed of situational dialogues.
This section provides simulations of realistic conversa-
tions involving a great variety of topics with an emphasis
on cultural items. The purpose of this part is to provide
study material available by systematic reference and
language materials for future reference.

Each chapter provides exercises for communication
practice. The exercise “answers” are in the appendix.

The appendix includes:

1. a list of difficult words

2. exercise answers

3. an index for situational dialogues

The author
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