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PREFACKL
Qingling, the joint tomb of Gao Zong(Li Zhi, 628-683A.1).), the
third Emperor of the Tang dynasty and his Empress consort Wu
Zetian(624-705A.D.), lies on Liang Shan Hill, 6km north of
Qian xian county. It is one of the most important cultural relics
un der govrnment protection in China.



Gao Zong styled himself Shan. He was the ninth son of Li Shimin
{Tali Zong, the Second Emperor of Tang dynasty. ) He was made
Crown Prince through the influence of the courtier Wuju, brother of
Empress Zhangsun. He ascended the throne in 650A. D., died in Zhen
Guan Hal! in Lou Yang in 683A, D, and was buried in Qianxian Coun-
ty. Shaanxi Province. Wu Zstian’ s name was Zhao., Her ancestral
home was in present-day Wen Shui County Shanxi Province, She was
tanked Caiten (fifth-grade concubine of the Emperot) by Li Shimin, Af-
ter Tai Zong' s death, she esstablished herself in Gao Zong’ s good
graces and became Zhong Zong and assumed the lmperial title for her-
self, the only Empress in the Chinses history. After twenty-one years
retgn, she died in Zhen Guan of Shang Yang palace in Lou Yang in
TO5A. D, and in 708A. D. she was buried, together with Gao Zong, in
Qlanling Tomb.

Liang Shan Hiil 1s tall and graceful. The three peaks of it stand out
magnificentluy . The tomb backs onto it and the architectural designs
are unprecedented amng all Tang Emperot’s tombs, and alsc became the
model for later Emperor, Tombs. Quaniing Tomb was copjed from the
structure of Changan City in the Tang dynasty, more than 40km in cir-
cumference. There are more than 120exquisite and lLively stone carv-
ings, such as, cloud pillers, winged horses. stone figures, stone lions
Wu Zi Tabiet {tablet with no inscription) Shu Shenju tablet 1n praise of
Emperor Gao Zong and so forth.

According to historical records and archaeolgical excavation Qian-
ling Tomb probably is the only Tang Empror’ s Tomb which has not
been looted. After analysing the unearthed relics from the Tombs of
Princess Yong Tai, Prince Yi De, ag estimated by Gou Murou, the un-
dergroud palace of Qianling. Tomb stores valuable relics like thase of
Wang Xizhi” s«Lan Ting Xu »and those of Wu Xetian’ s «Chui Gong Ji
sand «Jin Lun Jis.
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STONE CARVINGS

After a long perild of 1200years. a large group of stone carwings are still stand-
1ng 1n front of Qiznhing Tomb In twoe rows beside the Imperial Way , There is a pair
of octangnal cloud pillers, a pair of winged horses and a pair of ostriches, flve pairs
of stone horses and grooms, twenty stone status of guard general, th Shu Sheng j
Tablet, thd Wu Zi Tablet, 6lstone statues representing the heads of the Chinese mi-
nority nattonalities and envoys from friendly counctries. three pairs of stone horese
in front of the north gate and a pair of stone Lons in front of each gate.

The cloud piller is octagnal, prismatic, 8meters high, Tts prismatic length is 1. 2
meters, The top and the base of the piller are carved in the lomns design. The body of
the pitler bears the design of trailing plants.

The Wingde hotse is an imagined animal. The wings are of ¢irrus design which
gives the Impression of Ilying fascending to the sky }. The horses increase the atmo-
sphere of mystery.

Ostrich In the style of relief. The hine carving is plump and smooth. It 15 the
funeral present from Afghamstan as it s said. It means lucky.

Stone horses and grooms the horses are carved with saddles. In appearance, the
horses seem tame and docile , the guards stand guietly beside them.

The stone guard genetals are 4. 1 meters hugh with heimet on their heads and
swords in their hands, weating long robes with wide sleeves and waist-bands. The
stohe carvings are roughly divided into five groups ordinary gusuds, guards of hon-
our, tablets, legend symbols. This one belongs to the gued group.

The Wu Z; Tablet which 1s a stngle prece of stone, 15 7. B3 meters ugh. It was
= tablet withot inseription when 1t was set up. From the Northern Song dynesty to
the Ming Dynasty, most famous visitors inscribed more than forty paragraphs of n-
seription of them commenting on the reign before ¥Wu Ze tan and her own reigh.

The Shu Sheny Tablet records prase of Gao Zong' s pohtical achievements and
military exploits.

61 stone statues of special envoys and the heads of the Chinese munorities stand-
ing tn fronr of the Phoenix Gate. They were carved to show the flourishingh age of
the Tang dynasty under the reign of Wu Zetian., Today their heads were all cut
off.

Stone lioms are the majpr decoraton of the four gates of the (ianling Tomb.

Stone lions began to be the major decoration of gates fram the Qnanhng Tomb,
sharp ¢hange 1 [uneral rites were made by Tang Gac Zong and Wu Zetian In order
to strengthen the centralized feudal monarch, So they used lions to guard the tombs
under the supposition that the lion was the King of the animals.
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Dhistriution of the Attendant Toms



