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Abstract

China’s economic reform in the past 20 years or so has accom-
plished enormous achievements that have drawn worldwide atten-
tion. The present dissertation is designed to review the process of
China’s economic reform from the perspectives of both economics
and sociology for the purpose of summing up its successful experi-
ence.

Centering on the issue of “China’s Economic Reform and the
Society’s Endurance of It” , the present dissertation probes into the
choice of reform priorities and the society’s endurance, extend of o-
pening and the society’s endurance, development speed and the
society’s endurance, and so on and so forth. The fundamental con-
clusion is: full consideration of the society’s endurance to steadily
advance the reform is the key to the success of China’s economic
transition.

The dissertation has 7 parts, including the introduction, 5
chapters and the concluding remarks.

The introduction focus on the theoretic value and practical
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meaningfulness of the current research project, stresses the impor-
tance of cognizing regular pattern of China’s economic reform, intro-
duces the author’s basic line of thought, and explains the research
methodology and its characteristics of the present research.

Chapter One elaborates the concept of social endurance and its
relevance to reform. Social endurance is the fundamental embodi-
ment of the general public’s ability to endure the impact of the re-
form. It reflects the degree of acceptance of and support to the re-
form by the general public, or the rate of social support. The author
of this dissertation also tries here to establish a system of social en-
durance indicators and elaborates its functions.

Chapter Two argues that the choice of reform priorities depends
on social endurance. China has rationally chosen the starting point
of the reform. Choosing the rural reform as the point for break-
throughs has satisfied that desire of rural residents that take up al-
most 80% of China’s population and thus laid down a solid founda-
tion for social stability. At the same time, following the principle of
starting from the easy and gradually introducing the difficult re-
forms, of experimenting reforms in parts before generalizing to the
whole, of choosing priorities in accordance with the actual situa-
tion, and of continuously raising social endurance has given the re-
form clear target and good order.

Chapter Three elaborates the issue of adapting the pace and

depth of the reform to social endurance. Issues such as incremental



implementation of reform measures, unemployment and corruption
are all relevant to the pace and depth of the reform. While determi-
ning the pace and depth of the reform, full consideration must be
given to social endurance. If the reform is too slow or too much on
the surface, deep —rooted contradictions within the old system may
remain obstacles to the economic and social development. If the re-
form is pushed forward too fast, imbalance of interests may occur
and lead up to social instability. Therefore, a trade — off must be i-
dentified between the pace/depth of the reform and social endur-
ance.

Chapter Four discusses the issue of opening and social stabili-
ty. The success of China’s economic reform lies in correctly han-
dling the relationship between extent of opening and social endur-
ance. While opening itself wider and wider, full consideration has
been given to social endurance. This has guaranteed the nation’s e-
conomic security and social stability, and has protected China’s e-
conomy from the negative impact of the Asian financial crisis. O-
pening and social endurance has been interacting on each other in a
mutually conducive manner.

Chapter Five discusses development speed and social endur-
ance. It holds that the success of China’s economic reform depends
on the fact that both inflation and deflation should be under control.
Efforts should be made to solve the problems of inflation and unem-

ployment so as to limit development speed with the scope of the so-
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cial endurance. At the same time, enough attention should be given
to the social effects of regional development and income distribution
policies. In this way, the contradictions related regional disparities
and income distribution can be resolved with rational economic de-
velopment speed.

Chapter Six discusses the social risks related to the social en-
durance. It has been emphasized that enough attention should be
given to the avoidance and control of social risks. The chapter also
predicts and analyzes several social risks that may override the limit
of the social endurance. In addition, it proposes measures to control
social risks.

The concluding chapter goes deep to discuss some forward —
looking considerations on the basis of summarizing the experience in
China’s economic reform. It points out that China’s economic reform
is still far away from being completed, with many issues to be ad-
dressed. Besides, it points out the critical fields regarding China’s
reform, and emphasizes the importance of a reform on a rational ba-
sis. It also stresses that efforts must be made from different aspects
to continuously increase the social endurance of the reform, such as
the reform on social sharing, balanced development and equal op-
portunities, and eventually contributes to the steady increase of so-

cial welfare.
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