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—— Note on the Revised Edition §——

The Guide Book for Chinese Proficiency Test of China has been in use for over six years
since its first publication in 1998.With a total circulation of 80,000 copies, it has been greatly
favoured by HSK examinees, HSK tutorial classes and Chinese-teaching units. The copyright has
been sold to other countries such as Korea and Japan. Also an edition in Uygur language is
produced for students of minority groups in Xinjiang Uygur Autonomous Region. During the past
six years many important events took place in China, such as Beijing’s successful bidding for
2008 Olympic Games, China’s entry into the WTO and the great advancements China made in
space technology. In the meantime, with the rapid development in science, technology and
economy, many new words, terms and sayings have emerged in Chinese, which HSK examinees
and Chinese-learners should heed so as to update their vocabulary. Therefore, we made a lot of
adjustments and modifications to this book, hoping to ensure that its content reflects the ever-
changing life of China as much as possible, thus becoming more useful to HSK examinees.

In this new edition, we have not only updated over one third of the original materials, but
also rectified the problems in the first edition. In addition, for students to use this book easily,
we have taken three mock tests from this book and made them into a CD-ROM, packed together
with the book as a gift. Students can work out the tests on computers, which will grade the
answers automatically and inform the student of the test result immediately.

This new edition is the result of the joined effort of the following:

Zhao Dongmei (Listening Comprehension )

Peng Zhiping (Grammartical Structure )

Chang Danyang and Chen Ruofan (Reading Comprehension)
Cai Zhengying and Song Yongbo (Blank-Filling)

All the articles and texts in the new edition are selected from the publications between
2004 and 2005. For the need of teaching and test-preparation, we did some polishing in
language. Due to the time limitation, we failed to get in touch with the original authors of these
selections one by one, so we would like to make sincere apologies to them here and hope that
they could contact us or the publisher.

Done in haste, the book is bound to have oversights, omission and even errors.Therefore, we
hope to hear valuable criticism from our users so that we could better the book. Also, we would

like to thank all our users for their continuous concern for and support of this book.

February 20* 2005
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Chinese Proficiency Test of China (HSK) is a national standardized test specially
designed to measure the Chineses proficiency of foreigners, overseas Chinese and learners
of minor nationalities whose first language is not Chinese. It is stratified into two levels,
the elementary and intermediate Chinese proficiency test, and advanced Chinese
proficiency test, and accordingly has two sets of examination papers, namely, Chinese
Proficiency Test of China (HSK at elementary and intermediate level) and Chinese Pro-
ficiency Test of China (HSK at advanced level ). At the request of the testees more than
ten young teachers who have been teaching elementary, intermediate and advanced
Chinese in Beijing Language and Culture University (former Beijing Language Institute)
for years and have accumulated much experience have compiled this series of Guide
Book to Chinese Proficiency Test of China at both elementary and intermediate level and
advanced level.

The compilation of the guide book is completely based on the various test syllabuses
written by Chinese Proficiency Test Center of State Chinese Office. The discrete
exercises, timing exercises and the main vocabulary, grammatical points in the simulation
tests conform with the requirements of the "syllabus" in gross. Some items are beyond the
scope of the syllabus so as to increase its coverage. Therefore the testees who use the
books will surely have a thorough understanding of the manifold aspects and levels of the
Chinese Proficiency Test of China.

The documents and literature we refer to are as follows:

1. Syllabus for Chinese Proficiency Test of China (Elementary and Intermediate
Level)

2. Syllabus for Chinese Proficiency Test of China (Advanced Level)

3. Syllabus for Chinese Proficiency Vocabulary and Character Grade

4. Grade Standard and Grade Syllabus for Chinese Proficiency

5. Grade Standard and Syllabus of Grammar Grade for Chinese Proficiency

This series are edited and composed in a new and rational way. Over 85% of its



contents are intensive exercises and simulation tests, which account for 80% and 20%
respectively, and the total amount of which are 15 times that of Chinese Proficiency Test
(HSK at elementary and intermediate level )and 12 times that of the Chinese Proficiency
Test (HSK at advanced level). The Layout of this part is designed in the order of
simulation tests, discrete item exercises, simulation tests, timing exercises and simulation
tests, a circle of exercises and simulation tests, aiming at familiarizing the testees with
the general design of the Chinese Proficiency Test HSK first, and then, preparing them
for the formal test by all these exercises and simulation tests. Testees can also, according
to their practical proficiency and ability, choose to do parts of the exercises to ensure, by
using the least time, the greatest improvement in their language abilities, such as
listening or reading ability.

In addition, information about elementary and intermediate or advanced Chinese
Proficiency Test is provided at the end of each book of this series.

Guide to Chinese Proficiency Test (HSK) can both be used as teach-youself books
and textbooks for schools and intensive tutoring classes, but users are expected to read

carefully the guide to each fascicle before using it.

Compiling Committee

Guide Book to Chinese Proficiency Test
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