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PREFACE

Since the birth of the first issues in Britain in 1840,Postage stamps have played an important role
in the develpment of modern posts.

People started to collect stamps almost right after its birth,and in the past 100 odd years stamps
have attracted countless lovers for their development in designing, printing, variety and themes.
Nowadays stamp collecting has become one of the most popular cultural activities in the whole world
despite the differences of races,beliefs,ages and occupations,and it is growing vigorously.

In the mid-19th century, the catalogues of world stamps-Stanley Gibbons Stamp Catalogue and
Scott Standard postage Stamp Catalogue were published respectively in the United Kingdom and the
United States. The two catalogues list the world stamps according to their issuing countrities and
years,in different styles. The French Yvert and German Michel stamps catalogues followed then.

The 4 leading catalogues were then constantly revised and improved,and each got its own charac-
teristics. They are accepted in their language zones as the must reference books for stamp collecting
and dealing. As authoritative tools, the catalogues have greatly promoted stamp collecting in the
whole world.

Stamp collecting in China started relatively late. For quite a long time when they collected and
sorted foreign stamps,the Chinese collectors had to consult foreign catalogues. But due to the prob-
lems of the language,price and source,only a small number of collectors could use them. Moreover
those catalogues are not flawless. The styles seem”foreign"and the information on stamps is insuffi-
cient. so the Chinese Collectors have a long cherished wish to compile and publish China’s own world
stamp catalogue.

Now as China is more opening to the world ,its philatelic activities get unprecedentedly flourish-
ing. The Philatelic population keeps growing. stamp clubs are set up in cities and towns. The methods
of stamp collecting are constantly improved. Stamp exhibitions,academic research and philatelic pub-
lication are all developing at giant’s strides. Stamp markets are better equipped and well run. The im-
portance of stamp collecting in the construction of civilization is widely known and highly evaluated.
What is the focus of the world attention is that China is playing a more important role in the world
philatelic affairs. Cultural exchanges with foreign philatelic circles are more frequently made. More
and more young collectors who are well educated and somewhat well off have started to collect and
study foreign stamps. All this is surely conducive to upgrading the Chinese philatelic standard,catch-
ing up with that of the developed countries and ensuring more philatelic honors for China. There-
fore,it has been placed on the agenda to compile and publish the world postage stamp catalogue to
match China's national power and its position of philatelic importance.

As early as in 1988, some Beijing Philatelists discussed the issue on compiling China’s own ”
Scott catalogue”. The proposal was warmly responded in the philatelic circles. The Press Control
Authorities in Beijing held discussions to solicit opinions from philatelists and concluded that it was
an important gap-filling project.

In February 1992,philatelists, specialists and stamp collectors who share the common goal were
gathered at the noted Beijing Gulou (Drum Tower)Philatelic Society,and the editorial board of The
Dragon World Stamp Catalogue came into being and started the compiling work right away. Thanks
to the harmonious cooperation and hard work of the compilers and editors, the volume of Asian and
European stamps were published in early 1994,and now the volume of American stamps comes out.



The Dragon World Stamp Catalogue is a set of five-volume reference books with full illustra-
tions. All stamps are listed chronologically under each country or region with detailed informations.
The complete five volumes will come out before 2000, then we shall revise and update them. The cat-
alogue compiled in a style which fits the consulting habbits of the Chinese collectors has gained the
strong points of those world stamp catalogues. Its Chinese characteristics are as follows:

——Completeness of stamp information. The stamps issued in the whole world are listed here
with full informations related ,including their date of issuance,title explanation,category,watermark,
platemaking ,perforation,quantity and prices.

——Full illustrations. All illustrations of different stamp designs in each set are attached and it
is convenient for collectors to find what they need.

—— Uniformed style. All the stamps of each country or region are listed and numbered in the or-
der of time of issuance regardless of their uses for different purposes.

—— Knowlegeable annotations. The catalogue is like an encyclopaedia. All the stamp designs
have been meticulously studied,and exactly explained. _

China is now still a developing conutry. Like her overall strength, her philatelic standards are
still behind that of the developed countries. To some extent, compiling such a huge catalogue is still a
project in advance. And deficiencies and slips in the catalogue with regards to sources of information,
the level of translation ,professional knowledge and organization work are unavoidable . We sincerely
hope that philatelists and people from all walks of life would be kind enough to render us comments
and criticisms. Prizes will be awarded to those who put forward constructive suggestions or provide
suppliments. It is our most sincere wish to improve the catalogue and make it one of the most authori-
tative in the philatelic world with the assistance and participation of Philatelists and collectors both at
home and abroad.

Thanks go to our friends for their generous support in our work. they are philatelists of Thailand
»Japan , Malaysia, the Philippines, Korea , DPPK, Singapore, India , Israel, France, Russia, Hun-
gary, Germany, U. S. A., Viet Nam, Cuba, Switzerland and those in the mainland , Taiwan,
Hongkong ,Macao of China.

The Editorial Board of
The Dragon World Stamp Catalogue
October 1998
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