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Abstract

Abstract

Textbook is the material that is specially chosen in certain cul-
ture ,because “just a limited part in whole knowledge that can be re-
garded as legal knowledge ,which is ‘ worth’ delivering to the next
generation” can be selected into the textbook. But the editor is a per-
son who has special value - orientation , representing the benefits of
the particular group. Therefore, the textbook is not only a carrier of
knowledge and skills, but also a carrier of social norms, value and po-
litical thoughts etc. In other words, textbook is a carrier of knowl-
edge, skills, as well as a carrier of ideals. Without question, the text-
book is not value — neutral ,but bear some value - orientation.

Choosing the primary school “Language” textbook (6 — years , tri-
al version) which is edited and published by People Publishing House
and used in large parts of our country as a sample, this study is going
to analyse the value — orientation hidden in “Language” textbook ,and
then try to answer the following questions; What values does the text-
book contain ? In what way do those values present in textbook? Why
does the nation want to control the value — orientation in textbook?
How to improve the contents of value - orientation and the way of pres-
enting and so on in ordeer to control effectively the value — orientation
in textbook ?

The logic of research goes as follows. “Introduction” stats that
textbook is a carrier of social main value, a medium of society control ,
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then explains the reasons of selecting primary school Language text-
book as a sample, and the meaning and design of this research. Now
that the textbook contains some values ,then what values does the text-
book contain? To answer this question we need a frame of analysis. So
the first part wants to establish a frame of analysis based on former re-
searchers’ (including China and abroad) theories. Naturally, the sec-
ond part use this frame to analyze the primary school Language text-
book. The last part, based on the summary of the values of textbook ,
argues the rationality and necessity of value - control by nation, and
more authors put forward some suggestions to perfect value — control by
nation. On these grounds, the paper is made up of 4 parts; Introduc-
tion ; textbook is the medium of social control; The value - orientation
in textbook : analysis system; The value - orientation in textbook ; text
analysis; The value — orientation in textbook: consideration and sug-
gestions.

The introduction starts with analyzing the genius characteristics of
textbook , explaining that textbook as a basic means of society control
bears some main social values. Then it gives the basic reasons for
choosing primary school Language textbook as the sample. Language is
not only a course of basic tool in primary school, but also contains
many values, and has various education functions. In addition , Lan-
guage takes up the most time and has greatest influence of all courses,
therefore it is of practical value to choose it as a sample . At last the
meaning and design of research will be given.

To analyse the value - orientation in textbook , we need a system
of analysis firstly. This part sets up a practical framework of analysis
based on the researches of former scholars from western scholars , Tai-
wanese scholars and mainland scholars. Part 1 is constituted of 4 sec-
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tions: 1. The researches of the western scholars’. The author details
the research processes and results of M. F. Young, M. W. Apple, J.
Anyon, S. Walker & L. Barton, M. B. Sutherland, G. P. Kelly & A.
S. Nihlen, N. Franzier, M. Sadker,C. E. Sleet & C. A. Grant etc. 2.
The researches of the Taiwanese scholars’. Since 1980s, the scholars
of Taiwan, China has begun to analyze textbook, such as Shan dong -
lian, Wang hao ~ bo, Wang xue - weng, Cheng bo - zhang, Ou yong -
sheng, Huang zheng — jie etc. Among them, Cheng bo ~ zhang, Ou
yong — sheng, Huang zheng - jie are the most notability, so here the
author primarily details their modeles and results of researches. 3.
The researches of the mainland scholars’. In regard to Mainland Chi-
na, there are nearly no reseaches about texthook on ideology before
1996. Lately, Wu kang - ning, Wu yong ~ jun, Liu yun ~ bing, Zhu
x‘iao - bing,Zheng tian - shan, Zhuo bing,Zhu zhi - yong ,Zhao wen
~hua and so on pay attention to the topic. Wu kang - ning and Wu
yong - jun, Nanking Normal University ,have some in — depth resear-
ches, therefore this paper introduces their researches and the results.
4. Practical frame. Based on the researches and results of the Chinese
and foreign researchers , the author establishes a frame of analysis and
uses it to analyse the primary school Chinese textbook.

Since the textbook is not only a carrier of knowledge, but also a
carrier of idea, then what ideas does the textboak contain? This part
tries to use the framework built in Part I to analyze the syllabus,
teacher’ s book for teaching, textbook. The items include the target of
teaching, center idea of the lessoon, essay of text, key — topic, exerx-
ise & consideration, illustration, person ( illustration person and text
person) and so on. Through the analysis, we find that the textbook im-
plies values as follows: loving motherland, loving science, loving
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Communist Party of China and its leaders, dedication whithout private
advantages , deligence and assiduity, honesty and goodness, harmony
of human relations, male center etc.

This part is on the foundation of parts 2 to classify the value ~ ori-
entation in textbook, and to indicate the main values in textbook, The
conclusion tells that the values in textbook is an inheritance of good
traditional culture,and it is consistent with the spirit of “Practical Out-
line of Citizen Morals Developments ” which was publicized in 2001.
In other words, the Language textbook contains the values which are
approved by our nation, represents the benefits of our country , materi-
alizes the volition of our nation, and verifies the basic hypothes that
textbook is a medium of social control. And then the paper argue the
rationality of the value controled by nation through three aspects: cul-
ture, sociology of knowledge and pedagogies. Briefly, “ school deliv-
ers the social ideal and values to students, therefore, school is not on-
ly a place where students learn skills, knowledge, but also the place
which makes every student become a member of society. ” The text-
book is a carrier of knowledge and values etc, so all countries will con-
trol the values of textbook in order to guarantee the socialization of in-
dividual.

To make a better control, make the value — oritarion in textbook
in reason,and make these values deliver to student more effectively,
the researcher brings forward 5 suggestions:1. The edit, censor, pub-
lish and issue of textbook must be controled normally. Suggestions are
brought up respectively from the editing of textbook, the examining and
approving of textbook , the publish and issue of textbook, the choosing
and evaluation of textbook , the system of appeal etc. 2. Renewing the
contents of the value — orientation in textbook. Based on the trend of
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world countries, and the reality of our country, we suggest that some
new values,such as cherishing life, loving peace, sustainable devel-
opment, legal system, equality, competition and so on, should be
emphasized or needed in modern society. However, current Language
textbook excludes these values,so it should be renewed.3. Optimizing
the presentation of value - orientation in textbook. The Language is a
Language after all, and not a course of morals and politics. Despite
Language has the function of political education, yet we can’t change
Language textbook into political or moral textbook , nor into pure litera-
ture lesson. Therefore, the Language textbook should regard literature
as principle, and values in textbook should be presented implicitly and
acceptably. 4. Enhancing the teacher’ s consciousness of value deliv-
ery. Whether the values approved by nation can availably deliver to
student or not depends on teachers’ consciousness of value delivery.
Therefore, we should change the viewpiont of curriculum, and take
the textbook as a guide of student to understand the social develop-
ment and a mean of promoting the society. We should also explain the
traditional items of moral education in a new way according to the re-
quest of modern society. 5. Investigating the priciples of value - ac-
ceptance of students. It is necessary to study the mechanism of the
students’ value — acceptance in order to combine the values which are
admitted by nation into textbook,and at last accepted by student. The
mechanism of students’ value - acceptance is determined by the social
background, teacher, textbook, students’ experience and so on.
Therefore, to control the values in textbook , we must consider the ac-

tual circumstance of student.
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