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English: A Crazy Language
By Alice Parker Johnson

I read an article, not long ago, in the Reader’s Digest. 1 had
a good laugh over it and so, apparently, did my friends in the
United States because some of them took the time to mail me
copies of it . I wonder if you will find it as funny as 1did, or if it
‘will just be a painful reminder of your years of studying this
wildly unp dlctable language called English.

The afi or ,J'hlchard Lederer, tells you what you probably
already know: that English is the most widely used language in
the history of this planet; that one out of every seven people can
- speak it; that more than 50% of the world’s books and 75% of
international mail are in English; and that English has the
largest vocabulary of all languages, perhaps as many as two
million words.

In spite of its popularity and wide usage, English is a crazy
language! Let’s look at a few humorous examples. There is no
egg in eggplant®, there is neither pine nor apple in pineapple,
and there is no ham in hamburger, which is actually ground
beef®. French fries® weren’t invented in France but rather in
Belgium. Sweetmeats® are a kind of candy, not a meat. Bozing

rings are square in shape, not round or ring — shaped; in public
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bathrooms, such as in restaurants or airports, you can’t take a
bath, but at home you can take a bath in your bathroom; and a
guinea pig® is neither a pig nor is it from Guinea, which is a
West African republic. In reality, a guinea pig is a rat — like
animal .without a tail, and it is often kept as a pet or used in
scientific experiments,
 Some nouns, as you know, always end in —s. Isn’t it crazy

that you can make amends t0® someone by apologizing for your
bad behavior, but you can’t make just one amend nor even one
piece of amend! But when listening to the news, although you
never hear one new, you can hear one piece of news. Or why can
we comb through the annals of history—the records of history—
but never can we search through just one annal or one piece of
annal? .
Now let’s talk about a few plural forms. I the plural of
tooth is teeth, isn’t it logical that the plural of booth should be
beeth?. Instead we say one booth, two booths. If there is éne
goose and two geese, shouldn’t we be able to speak of one moose
and two meese? Of course not! We say one moose and two
moose. In all fairness, we do have one mouse and two mice as
well as one louse and two lice, but then again, one man can be a
louse and two lice, but then again, one man can be a louse and
‘two men are louses, which means that they are really worthless
fellows. ‘ '

Remember your study of irregular verbs? Do you recall the
verb to fly, as in fly, flew, flown? Well, we also have fly,
flied, flied when we talk about the game of baseball. For
example; The batter hit the ball hard, but unfortunately, he
flied out!

If you put a horsehair mat by your front door to wipe your
shoes on before entering the house, it is made from the hair of
horses; and if you put on a camel’s hair coat, it is made from the
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hair of camels. From what, then, is a mohair coat made? Give
up? It’s made from the hair of the Angora goat, not from the
hair of the non - existent "mo”. :

If a vegetarian eats vegetables, what does a humanitarian
eat? Not humans, for goodness sakes] A humanitarian is just a
guy who is dedicated to improving the living conditions of us
humans. He probably eats whatever you and I eat]

Let’s look at expressions which would seem to be opposite
in meaning but are actually almost synonymous. How can a slim =
chance and a fat chance be the same? Both expressions mean
there’s a very low probability that something will happen, but a
slim chance is standard, formal English and a fat chance is an
informal, amusing interjection. _

Then we have expressions which would seem to be the same
in meaning but are actually almost opposite or very different in
meaning. Why are a wise man and a wise guy opposites? Notice
that man is stressed in the former and wise is stressed in the
latter: wise man, wise guy. Let me explain. A wise man is a
man with much wisdom or knowledge about the world. A wise
guy is a smart aleck. In informal English, he’s a fellow who’s
not very wise at all. He pretends to know everything, and he
tries to sound very clever. In fact, he is neither wise nor clever.
Wise guy is definitely a negative label.

And how can the weather be kot as hell one day and cold as
hell the next? Hell, in certain Christian religious myths, is a
fiery place of punishment after death, so literally, or in
accordance with® that religious belief,the weather is hot as hell
some days, or VERY hot! However, the ‘word hell is also used
to intensify our feelings about people or things, so in that sense,
the weather can be cold as hell or even windy as hell, fneaning
VERY cold or VERY windy. And a person or a language can be
crazy as hell! But remember that this intensifier is strong and
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informal.

We also have expressions which are used only in the
negative. They are classified as idioms. I can only say that
someone is no spring chicken® which means that he or she is
probably over 45 or 50 years of age; that he wouldn’t hurt a fly
which means he’s kind and gentle; that he can’t cut the
mustard ,® which means he’s not up to the task; that 1 wouldn’t
touch something or someone with a ten ~ foot pole®, which means
the thing or person is highly undesirable.

As Mr. Lederer says in his article, English was invented by
people, not computers, and it reflects the creativity of the
human race. That is why, when stars are out, it means they have
appeared or are visible in the sky at night, but when the street
lights or house lights are out, it means they are invisible. And
why, when | wind up my watch, I start it or it begins to work,
but when I wind up this talk, it means I end it?

Now, how do you feel? Do you agree with Mr. Lederer that
English is a crazy language? Do you think it’s an amusing
language? Or are you just more confused than ever?
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AR HET FIBEGES W) LA — R, Rl —
WE. RBR, REXEGPRNBME—F, B umflpHEA
AR EHEX R X ERRFRILG . RAMERNET S
R-BREXBAERBEIR, RECRESARKEERNT ¥
ELWWM£%%%Eﬁ%E%ﬁﬁ%@m——%%E Ptk H
MEUBUBHIE S .

NEHEEBRER - REGHTANBLTFREAMIFELAED
KRV, R BRI F s EFEAEERTHN—MES  1F
EHEMAFRE—NRRIEE T L S0 HRM 75X HE
FRER R SRS H ERERES T, %%E}‘Jﬂﬂi%%ﬁ =%
AW BFEJLFEEZH .

REFEFERFL R FHBR5TZ HENR M EHE
1AL AHE — B S T - 7E “egeplant” (B T) B BA
“egg” (ST ) ; & “pineapple” (F ) B, BE A “pine” (M FH HBK
F “apple” (3£ ) ; 7F “hamburger” (& ) B H % H “ham” (K
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B8, SERR b, OO 4D F R A PIAAY 5 “French fries” GE R HE+ &
FOARRM B BRE, TR LA K B “sweetmeats " A R H &,
ER—FER,; “% 3 L3357 (boxing rings) #3712 IF K i A
= BE S IE 1 s 7E R 1R L35 B9 24 3L 8 4% Z (bathroom) B &R
REVERR MY, (R EXK B, /R 5 BB 76 1% ¥ 18] (bathroom) EL ¥ T ;
“guinea pig” (KBOBEARE , W AR LN IR, LA T T
FER—AIEME . ELFF L, “guinea pig”R—FRE B — B/ 3h4Y,
XFBMBERERE, AR IEEEAN R SRS, BiH X
B EL .

BUAR VR BT HUE B AR RE , A 247 1] é%U“S”%%E‘J % ik
CHERT A ENERK AR, RET LA A 3 A “make
amends”, {H & {REE A B F “make one amend”, EE WM A GEH
“make one piece of amend”,iX N2 1EG 7 7EU Fr 8] (news) A,
BARIRE R BEIEIT B — %7 B SR WT B “one new”, HIFT AL
“one piece of news”, H AT LI & R4 (annuals)
MELH R EHICH —ERINH TR E one annual” &

“one piece of annual”#g?

RAERNKRR—EZFRFOER . ﬁﬂ;ﬁ“tooth”(ﬂzﬂi)ﬂgi
¥OE KR “teeth”, AR 248 “booth” (3, AL IFETZIHEHIER
YL “beeth” RN EIR G FE B ? AR HIHEH “one booth”,
“two booths”, iR — HRE S “one goose”, BT HEE B “two geese”,
2B ATREAR BEE — H BE R 5 L “one moose”, B H ¢ & i AL
“two meese” W, X Y REFITH, 118 “one moose”, “two
moose”, 2\IEHIH, B 15 L — HE B M “one mouse”, {1
RZRHEE “two mice”, B AITHIE— HE-F M “one louse”, B H
B F A “two lice”, AFXFELWAE IS — BB AR “a
louse”, i BLEE A A HI B “two louses”, BB R {1HELERE
B—REA

ﬁ’ﬂlﬂ4§=’-’?37ﬂ?ﬁ@ﬁ%ﬁ%"§" ﬂ“ﬁ’@ﬁ“to fly”ix4~3h
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AR R 1y, flew, flown”B7 3 248 A1RFIHE R LE
A, A3 “fly flied flied”. &7 #IF : “The batter hit the ball
hard, but unfortunately, he flied out]” (FERFRFEH—3R ,{HF
EMEMITT N KRMGEERHERTD

WERERIT O —H L EH (horse hair mat) , B HI7E b
EEEEE%%&M‘%%@%%%E%MB‘J;%m%ﬁ—#%%%&l‘
% (camel’s haircoat) X RSN RSB B MR A D EE
(mohair) M ER I H 4B EE AR KB E_RAZHAILES
Y , T AR A “mo” B BAY , “mo” X MAIRAFEM . _

R E A #E (vegetarian) HIZ X, WA N#E EXFH
(humanitarian) iZ{+ 47 KB, TT%"’ZA! YN -EDE il
%%ﬁﬁwiﬁk%?ﬂiﬁ)\%iﬁ%ﬁ‘m}\ fib B X B AT BE AN R
—#,

?ﬁﬁ]%g‘ BiFER A, ENE LB BRMEEY, HER
EEAJLERR X, “slim chance”f1“fat chance” B A& R—#
f B EIR Y XFREESE R EE RN TRER D EHR
“slim chance” 2 4RHE. IE A 15 TR IA 1B 1T “fat chance”ﬁlﬂ%iﬂi
EMM RIS, ER_R—F B BRDLA .

FEPRE — B, ENME B2 —#8, HEER EL
FHR, B ERERE . FAHwise man”Fl“wise guy i BB
FEW? E& . FE“wise man” $1“man” R E N , T “wise guy”

“wise” XA iE B E{EM wise man,wise guy . X BERBE—T:
“a wise man” TEH R — LB E . MIRMERH N, T “a wise
guy” A5 R —AEERBEH A, EEEMBHIEEE CHER
BEARAS AR A2 H R XA T RRAB CR
A, SohR b, M O B UREE A . EE AR “wise guy "SR
R H . ’

RRE LSRR IBER (hot as helD), R ABE

fir Ccold as helDWE? 75 HEHS HLAY FELL1E 8 A , SR Chel D REFEAFE
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JE X HHE LA KRBy BT L R R EE B R, UE R RE R
B A KSR E A (hot as hell) EMB/AIRT (very hot)!
Rt “hell X AMAE A LA RBAR N AR FHHE . RIBX
AEE,BOIFTLASH, R B E M (cold as hell) , X ER T,
R KBE M (windy as helD, —PARK—HESTRHESHTRBE
i (crazy as hell) | {HRBCME, X RAFANESRBIY, T
HEAEERMAE,

REPEA—SURERBARREEENER, ENWEHR
FRE. B REBRFE AR “no spring chicken”, & B2 it 58 il 49 4
BthiF B2t 45 F 5 50 # T ;“He wouldn’t hurt a fly. &R
RN OHLE R ;“He can’t cut the mustard. "B BB ATFAT
R4 ;7“1 wouldn’t touch something or someone with a ten -
foot pole” ¥ B BRI —MEAZRMAM AL NITRIF,

EEmMFEBHAEEEXERREN, RERHARXTARTE
PLRBR . ERBHYERARYQIEEES . EHELRATHE “stars
are out”dit , B REEHKT , AMNERZHILLEDEN . HEZ
% B A5 AR B “lights are out”i, RBRERRAT T .
ML Attt 24 R “wind wp” R FRE, TRESRLE X%,k
KA REED HR YR “wind up”XRIREN, ERHARLE K
ERIRIEVE? :

BTE , R B I0e] 2IR [F BB BT B R — iy
BHETG? FUNKHETRERBG? REFGEHUEE
b R T YR



® 2 o
Weddings in America

By Carolyn Weaver

Almost five -million' people are married each year in the
United States. About one in every eight of these weddings takes
place in June—the traditional month for weddings.

Getting married can be as simple as a fiveminute ceremony
performed by a judge in a law office. Or it can be a traditional
religious ceremony at home, or in a church or synagogue®.

The average age of an American woman being married for
the first time is about twenty —four years. The average age for a
man is twenty — five. Most young men and women decide to
marry about a year before the wedding. ‘

In the Nineteen - Sixties and Seventies, many young
Americans decided not to have traditional, formal weddings.
Many brides and grooms wrote their own wedding ceremonies.
These often included poetry and personal statements about their
goals in marriage. Some grooms wore old blue jeans to their
weddings. More than a few brides were married in their bare
feet. It was not unusual to be married on a sandy beach or on a
mountainside.

In the last ten years, however, big formal weddings have
become popular again. Experts say the average size of formal
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