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gypt is a desert country but it is dominated' by one
E river, the river Nile’. Where the Nile cuts through
the desert the land is lush’® and green. Water for growing
crops trickles® in ditches® and palm® trees grow.

For about 1,700 years, between about 2700 BC and 1000 BC,
Egypt was one of the world’s great civilizations’. Protected
from enemies by the natural barrier® of the desert, ancient
Egypt grew rich and powertful. Kings—called pharaohs—
ruled, and were regarded as living gods.
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In the time of the pharaohs, Egypt would have looked very much like this.
- Archaeologists' think that the band? of green fields beside the river Nile
may have reached further into the desert Wild a mals ncluding leopards’®
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Between 1539 BC and 1075 BC, during a period we call
the New Kingdom!, the pharaohs made their capital at
Thebes®. They built temples and monuments®. On the west
bank of the Nile, a rocky, desert valley was chosen as the
burial place of the pharaohs. This is the Valley of the Kings.

The Valley of the Kings

The tombs in the Valley of the Kings tell a story more than
3,000 years old. On the walls of the tombs are pictures and
writings that tell of the pharaohs that were buried inside
them and the civilization they ruled over.

The ancient Egyptians saw the tombs as magical* places.
They believed that the tomb protected the dead pharaoh’s
body for the journey to the Underworld. To help them
in the Underworld, the pharaohs were buried with their
possessions’, clothes and fabulous®, golden treasures. Their
people also buried books of magic’, which could raise the
pharaoh from the dead.
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Archaeologists have found and explored many tombs in
the Valley of the Kings and in the hills nearby. They have
translated writings, both on papyrus' and carved in stone,
that were found in the tombs and the great temples built
by the pharaohs. Ruins® have even been uncovered® of
the village where the workers
who built the tombs once
lived. These things tell us the
story of life in the time of the
pharaohs.

==y, These are hieroglyphs*. For a

/, long time, no one knew how to
read hieroglyphs. But in AD 1799 a
French soldier found what is now called
the Rosetta Stone®. The stone had an
inscription®. It was written three times,
in three different languages. One of the
inscriptions was in ancient Greek, which
was still understood. One of the others
was in the mysterious hieroglyphs. It
made it possible to translate and read
hieroglyphs, and to understand much
more about the lives of the ancient
Egyptians. The stone is now in the British
Museum in London.
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ear the Valley of the Kings there are ruins of more
N than fifteen great temples, built on the orders of
the New Kingdom pharaohs. These temples show just
how powerful the
pharaohs were. The
buildings would
have needed
workers, slaves and
building materials
from all over
Egypt. They would
have taken years to
finish.

f@ This is Amon-Re’,

+ &% the god of the sun.
He was thought to have
travelled across the sky
with the sun, giving life to
the world.
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The temple walls that remain are covered in pictures
and hieroglyphs that praise the bravery' and skill of
the pharaohs. They also show the gods of the ancient
Egyptians.

The ancient Egyptians believed in many gods. The most
powerful god at the time of the New Kingdom was
Amon-Re, the god of the sun. Then there was the goddess
Isis?, who gave life to the dead. The ancient Egyptians
even believed that the pharaoh was a god, living on Earth.
He served the other gods. His service guaranteed® life for
Egypt—from the rising of the sun to the yearly flood that
watered* the fields and enabled the Egyptian farmers to
grow food.

I.bravery  n B, BREH# 3. guarantee v. R
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ke The ancient temples were painted in bright colours. Where temples have
been buried under sand and rubble’, the colours have been protected
from the sun and wind. We can still see them 3,000 years later.
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The temple of Hatshepsut’

One of the most beautiful temples that survive today is
the temple of Queen Hatshepsut, who ruled Egypt from
about 1479 BC to 1457 BC. It stands on the east bank of
the Nile, across the river from the ancient city of Thebes,
now called Luxor?.

On the walls of Hatshepsut’s temple there are many stories.
One is of a journey to a land called Punt*—the modern-day
African country of Eritrea*. The Queen sent boats to trade
with the kings of Punt. Hieroglyphs on the walls tell the
story: ‘The boats were loaded with large quantities of the
wonders of Punt, with myrrh® and living myrrh trees,

with ebony® wood and pure ivory’, with incense®, with
baboons’, monkeys and dogs, with the skins of panthers®
from the South, with the natives and their sons...’
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