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By revolving in my mind the contents of your last letters, | have put myself into great agony,
not knowing how to interpret them, whether to my disadvantage (as | understand some others) or
not. | beseech you earnestly to let me know your real mind as to the love between us two. It is
needful for me to obtain this answer of you, having been for a whole year wounded with the dart of
love, and not yet assured whether | shall succeed in finding a place in your heart and affection.
This uncertainty has hindered me of late from declaring you my mistress, lest it should prove that
you only entertain for me an ordinary regard. But if you please to do the duty of a true and loyal
mistress, and to give up yourself, heart and person, to me, who will be, as | have been, your
most loyal servant(if your rigor does not forbid me), | promise you that not only the name shall be
given you, but also that | will take you for my mistress, cutting off all others that are in competition
with you, out of my thoughts and affections, and serving you only.

I beg you to give an entire answer to this my rude letter, that | may know on what and how far
I'may depend; but if it does not, please you to answer me in writing, let me know some place
where | may have it by word of mouth, and | will go thither with all my heart.

No more, for fear of tiring you.

Written by the hand of him who would willing remain

Yours,
H. Rex.

Lvve Lot
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My Lord,
If the displeasure of your absence, of your forgetfulness, the fear of danger promised by any
one to your so loved person, may give me consolation, | leave it to you to judge, seeing the

mishap that my cruel lot and continual misadventure has hitherto promised me following the mis-
fortunes and fears as well of late, as of a long time by past, the which you do know. But for all
that | will nowise accuse you, neither of your little remembrance, neither of your little care, and
least of all of your promise broken, or of the coldness of your writing, since | am else so far made
yours that that which pleases you is acceptable to me; and my thoughts are so willingly subdued
unto yours that | suppose that all thatcometh of you proceeds not of any of the causesaforesaid,
butrather of such asbe just and reasonable, and such as | desire myself, which is the final order
that you promised to take for the surety and honorable service of the only supporter of my life. For
which alone | will preserve the same, and without the which | desire nought but sudden death.
And to testify unto you how lowly | submit myself to your commandments | have sent you of
homage by Paris the ornament of the head which is the chief guide of the other members. Inferring
thereby that by the seizing of you in the possession of the spoil of which that is the principal, the
remnant cannot be but subject unto you, and with consenting of the heart. In plate whereof,
since | have else left it unto you, | send unto you one sculpture of hard stone colored with black,
engraved with tears and bones. The stone | compare to my heart, that as it is covered in one sure
sepulture of harbor of your commandments and, above all, of your name and memory, that are
therein enclosed as is my heart in this ring, never to come forth while death grant unto you one
trophy of victory to my bones, as the ring is filled, in sign you have made one full conquest of
me, of my heart, and in that my bones are left unto you in remembrance of your victory and my
acceptable love and willingness, for to be better bestowed than | merit. The annealing that is
about is black, which signifies the steadfastness of her that sends the same . The tears are without
number, so are the fears to displease you, the tears for your absence, the disdain that | cannot
be in outward effect yours, as | am without faintness of heart and spirit, and of good reason,

though
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my merits were much greater than that of the most profit that ever was, and such as | desire to
be, and shall take pains in conditions to imitate, for to be bestowed worthily under your gover-
nance. My only wealth receive, therefore, in as good part in extreme joy, that which shall not part
forth the same, as | have received of your marriage of my bosom till that marriage of our bodies
be made in public, as a sign that | either hope or desire of bliss in this world. Yet, my heart,
fearing to displease you, as much in the reading here of, as it delights me in the writing, | will
make an end, after | have kissed your hand with as great affectoin as | pray God (oh the only
supporter of my life! ) to give you long and belessed life, and to me your good favor, as the only
good that | desire, and to the which | pretend. | have shown unto the bearer of this that which |
have learned, knowing the credit that you gave him; as she also doth, that will be forever unto
you an humble and obedient lawful wife that forever dictates unto you her heart, her body, which
any charge unto him | have made the possessor of my heart, of which you may hold you assured,
that unto death shall no ways be changed, for evil nor good shall never make me go from it.

oos
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You shall now receive (my dear wife )my last words in these my last lines. My love | send
you that you may keep it when | am dead, and my counsel that you shall remember it when | am
no more. | would not by my will present you with sorrows (dear Besse) . Let them go to the
grave with me and be buried in the dust. And seeing that it is not God’ s will that | should see
you any more in this life, bear it patiently, and with a heart like themselves.

First, | send you all the thanks which my heart can conceive, or my words can reherse for
your many travails, and care taken for me, which though they have not taken effect as you
wished, yet my debt to you is not the less: but pay it | never shall in this world.

KNES, M ZRINSHESERRENEBE. RERNBSEIR, BILMERTEBD
RGHDBIVE, BESEOIERNBS , ERIMEREFAEGHRERZCT V. EEONL,
RFREETENEERNER. R TIBARHE ANE, RDERELIRZP. R LH L
RESEEEBIMRNER, BIRFLZRR, WUBZIE.

2 BRBERAIE. FSEFEFSOREZ BSEMN, BRIFIRSENRRTE. 1B
Mo, REXRIAR, JRRNMNBINLELERD RARSESHRELNITRES
So

12252




