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In my memory the summer of 2004 was a very
beautiful one. It was warm and sunny and life was
bustling around our office in the centre of Berlin.
Everyone seemed to be in a good mood. And when I
met the delegation from China that was invited by
Heinrich Boell Foundation, to learn more about
German NGO law, they attracted my attention not
only for their outstanding expertise but also for their
great mood and enthusiasm.

Going back to China after a ten days program
packed with appointments and meetings, each
delegation member has worked on a specific aspect of
the German NGO law and its implication practice.
As a result all experts contributed articles to this
book. It is the first of its kind published in China and
it gives a comprehensive overview for learning and
inspiration.

As to my knowledge, the Chinese law has its
roots in the Continental law system. It has with
detours derived from German law. Over the time and
especially with China’s Reform and Opening Policy
starting in the late 70s, many aspects of the Anglo-
Saxon Common law have been included. Together
with specifically Chinese approaches they have given

the Chinese legal system a new face.
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Nevertheless, its basic principles still seem to belong to the
Continental law. This fact in itself has been one reason for the
Heinrich Boell Foundation promoting research on the German
NGO law. Since the drafting of the new Chinese NGO Law
currently seems to be influenced mainly by US-American
experience. In this respect, we hope to be able to offer at least
some material for comparison now. Furthermore, being
concerned with civil society and its integration into public life,
we consider the Chinese NGO Law to be a milestone on the way
to a harmonious Chinese society.

A milestone it is as well for the further establishment of
rule of law. Therefore this book and the research for it are part
of the official Chinese-German Rule of Law Dialogue.

I would like to take the opportunity to first of all thank the
authors of this book and the facilitator Chinese Association for
NGO Cooperation, CANGQO, in particular. Furthermore many
thanks go to the German Ministry of Justice, BUND (Friends of
the Earth Germany), the International Center for Graduate
Studies at the University of Hamburg, the German Central
Institute for social Issues (DZI), the Center for International
Migration and Development, CIM, Save Our Future, the
Maecenata Institute, C. O. X. tax consultancy, Guenther Law
firm, Association of German development NGOs (VENRQO) and
the Advice Center for development Ngos (BENGQO).

Barbara Unmuessig
Heinrich Boell Foundation
Executive Board

Berlin, 2005/10/15
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