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({favorite topics) Z—, AR EHREMYUFE LHEF (have e-
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WEMFE, AR E S L “BAH” (modernity) MRE
REANMIZE AR AREBZLE X (meaningless) ——F
PHENIGT 524 EH -5 FEHE (high— performance
parts) S, XIBA AT REBLH L T B & & R 099 G B il
(material cornerstone),

FATLUR B Sk, ?ﬁ'ﬁﬁﬁ%ﬂﬂﬂﬂ? AR R
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BA. RERIABRANTAHFEARARFH AR, E—RENNTFRXED, EH
¥ - FLRsFE (Stig Thogerson) REXFIFMBIIXMAEHRREN: “THENE
FERTH ‘XUEE BRESABEBELRE, BRETFUEHREL. BREXEEE
HRNBHRT —HBEEHANENTEARBRIRENER;: ENSTRY, X&F
ERTFTA R RS Z N EXFEBFAERRTAE S SE.” F1 CHRPED
(Modern China), 2002 545 29 %, 5 2 #i.
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BIFH. RIEXHFRBNIEE “KitLE” (“large society”) BE
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MEFERSHERESS, MENBANRIEFEEN., Xk
., B HHEIENHE ST RMER,

ExARS, SLENEEEREREEMEBS SHEE




BEKAEET. RAAXBR—ITEKRKHE (a major advance),
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Preface

In ancient times, scholarship always went together with
friendship, which was one of the favorite topics in ancient Chi-
nese writings. The modern scientific enterprise seems to have e-
mancipated itself from these primordial roots; Modern research

* is based on formal organization of a marketplace of ideas where

w an anonymous competitive process allegedly rules. This evolu-

V¥ tion from tradition to modernity is precisely the topic of this

6  book: To which extent modernity necessarily implies that affec
tive bonds between people are meaningless—at least in the high-
performance parts of the economy and society, which are sup-
posed to be the material cornerstones of modern societies.

1 am proud to say that my scientific collaboration with Hu
Biliang is based on old-fashioned friendship, and I think that our
joint achievements in the past would never have been possible

without that friendship. @ In 1991, I was introduced to him by

@ Hu Biliang was the principal coordinator in the field research that led into the
publication of the book series which 1 edited together with Chen Jiyuan. This series was
finally recognized in Western expert circles. In a special review article, Stig Thogerson
assessed our joint work: “The cultural factor ‘in rural China’s economic development
will always be slippery and hard to define precisely, but these works represent one of its
most serious and systematic explorations; they may serve as a point of reference for all
future studies along this path. ” See Modern China. Vol. 29, No. 2, 2002.



Preface

the late Chen Jiyuan, this warm-hearted and lucid analyst of the
Chinese rural economy, in a true act of “networking” . Since
then our collaboration has continued, and we exchange our minds
across cultures and long distances. So I am very happy to write
this short preface for his new book.

I think that the book communicates an important idea,
namely that “networks” form “communities”, and that these
communities can be open and flexible constituent units in the
“large society” . Most economists think of modern market socie-
ties consisting of individuals interacting under a set of abstract
rules, i. e. the rule of law. There is no social structure between

both levels, apart from formal organization in firms and govern-

ment. Primordial group ties are regarded as ephemeral, some-
times, as in mafia groups, even harmful to the working of the
market society. Hayek was one of the most outspoken critics of
the possible impact of primordial group morals on modern socie-
ties. This mostly negative assessment is linked to the assumption
that “communities” are closed social structures, because they are
based on certain membership rules, i.e. make a difference be-
tween people. Modern society is supposed to abolish all these
primordial differences among people, as epitomized in the mod-
ern idea of equality in front of the law.

At a closer look, this is a false conception of modern socie-
ties which goes back to the atomistic view of the individual which
is deeply rooted in Western social thought. The blindness to-
wards the role of communities in the governance structures of

modern societies is a cultural phenomenon and by no means sci-
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entifically warranted. For example, professional standards are
mostly observed because of reputation effects in professional
communities and networks. If modern societies were to rely on
legal action alone to implement professional standards in medi-
cine, the costs of litigation would simply play havoc to the viabil-
ity of the health care market. The runaway costs of litigation in
the US is a case in point. The same is true for lawyers and other
professionals where the quality of the product is not observable
easily.

To go back to the beginning of this preface, communities al-
so play a very important role in the organization of science. Al-
though there is a great effort to implement anonymous govern-
ance structures in the research process, in fact the development
of the specific ideas that are finally put to the scrutiny of an a-
nonymous review procedure depends very much on informal com-
munication in circles of fellow scientists. Actually, scientists are
people who are very busy in networking, forging personal alli-
ances etc.

Because of the blindness towards the role of communities in
western societies, many people treated the obvious and con-
sciously reflected role of networks in Asian and especially Chi-
nese society as a culturally specific phenomenon. However, we
need to acknowledge the fact that networks are ubiquitous, and
that there are only culturally specific forms of networks, and
that the ideologies underlying the networks may differ across cul-
tures. In the ideologies of western societies, networks are put

into the second line, whereas in China networks are regareded as



very important; yet, social reality maybe just the same.

Hu Biliang’s most important idea in this book is to link the
concept of network with the concept of community. I think that
this is a major advance at least in the study of “guanxi” how they
are also called in the Western literature. Guanxi are the micro-
level phenomena: researchers focus on the mechanisms that ena-
ble and motivate people to establish interpersonal relations.
(uanxi communities focus on the intermediate structural conse-
quences, i.e. the groups that finally may emerge out of the
guanxi. These groups, however, are not the closed communities
of Western social thought, but open networks; similar to the
professional communities that 1 mentioned above.

Recently, economists tried to grasp these phenomena with
the help of the concept of social capital. However, this simple a-
nalogy with the economic concept of “capital” is analytically ane-
mic, because it leads to misguided attempts at quantifying the re-
sources that are actually linked with complex social structures
and their specific patterns. I think that it is more reasonable to
develop intermediate concepts that are not structurally neutral.
(Guanxi community can be such a concept. Guanxi community re-
fers to collective resources in open groups in order to enable their
members to collective action and to produce certain club goods
which help the members to pursue their individual interest.
Whereas social capital is an abstract category, guanxi community
is an intermediate structural unit in society.

I think that this idea deserves further discussion, especially

in comparative terms. That will depend on the flow of ideas in



the guanxi communities of researchers.

Director, Institute for Comparative Research
Into Culture and Economic Systems

Witten/Herdecke University, Germany
October 2004
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20 g 30 R, HTFHLMRSBUAHNERE, —&H
FEHFEPEARPEIATHELFEENBES. WBFR A,
A A2 RERRHEAAT PR ENHELREERETER
BHEE, HAEARY—-ES5AFRITHER F X (formalism)
EAFEREFFEANIRTEEXARBNI TS, BIERRHR
WHILKE X (substantivism); NEERESR, A HA
FHREIES, AAShEMSHRESN AN ELFREREMZ
MRt &TA, MARBSERFMAEER FHHS, Fi,
By “KRATHFE" B0A THEMESEWER. BABRE,
IR, BASERKIEX AL LR EEEREILR GF
M, 1973; ®FE, [1985)9 2000). B H¥EWPRLE RIE
B, PENER—-IMENNEW. FHALSEME -
& AHEEORMNIFAIREIHEAWS, AP EERNER
A EENSREMALME, B—MRABHMS, BREFH
RAENBMI B ITH HONFIMEES, HAUIERETH
HE5RS, MARNRNALE K.

D5 » 1A (Max Weber) REREZNHLEFME ¥
K. Mz, MEBRX—RELERAFEEERANBBES
B, MR EARERES LEGRAH Y B IR HERRA B
BB S4K (Weber, [1920) 1999),

BT « HiE4E (James C. Scott) ( [1976) 2001) B 7
H “REMNEXZF¥” BERBY (BB EEEFHER
WEFRHEERSHSATERN. ilh, RROEKAZE T
MAFIZE, REEZBHBELETIRRBRUERBHEFRRE,
FRRABEEKYIE, MARET “WABRKML” BHHHE
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