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English Language

English language has more than 250,000,000 native speakers
and is far more widespread than Chinese. It is spoken throughout the
continent of North America, in the British Isles,South Africa, Australia
and New Zealand, and is also the most important of the language of
colonization in Asia, Africa and Oceania. In addition it is the language
of commerce and the second language of many countries which
formerly had French or German in that position.

Most of the languages of Europe,and many of those of Asia, are
descended from a language spoken about 5,000 years ago by a Neo-
lithic people. The earliest written records of all English date from the
closing years of the 7th century and consist in the main of charters
written in Latin but containing personal and place names in English. In
the development of Old English, the greatest number of words loaned
comes from Latin.

Middle English began with the years after the Norman Conquest
in the 10th century. Numerous French words were borrowed, though
these had begun to appear before the Conquest. French-loan words be-
came numerous by the 14th century. But there is not the slightest evi-
dence to show that the Conquest had any effect on the accidence or the
phonology. The languages of the Low Countries—Flemish, Dutch and
Low German—formed another important source of loan-words during
the Middle English period, due to the constant and close relations
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between these countries and England.
By the second half of the 15th century London English had been
accepted as a standard library language in most parts of the country.

One of the most important influences in establishing London English as
the standard library language was the introduction of printing in 1476.
From the beginning London was the centre of book publishing in Eng-
land. Modern English has been developed and there is now a single ac-
cepted pronunciation for the vast majority of words in ordinary polite
use, deviation from which is regarded either as a provincialism or as a

vulgarism.
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Notes:

isle[ ail]n. /N§, 5 ;the British Isles R (i%) 5

colonization[ kolonai'zeifon]n. FERih

commerce[ 'koma(:)s]n. ik, R5

descend| di'send]vi. {&TF,i#4%

Neolithic[ nizou'libik Jpeople.  #f 28RH{CAOA

date from PSR, ( AEE—BHIH) R ER

charter [ 'tfasta]ln. R

loan[loun]v. f&H( =lend)

Middle English iy 35

Norman Conquest( #8 JiE A F 1066 4E 75 B AR 3L #7842 (the battle of Has-
tings) PR, AR EWF WA XX E, BFFIE KB EANE
"o BEfTER the Conguest” ) 7

to have effect on  %f+---- FH ¥ W eg. Our arguments had no effect on them.
(BAWBGEX i A Ew,)

accidence| 'eksidons ]n. A3k

phonology[ fou'noladsziln. H#y%¥

the Low Countries i8R %K, ## 2= | HLFIES /5 2

Flemish{ 'flemifJn. f#2£354E

Dutch [datfIn. #22iE

Low German 78 [ 78 % F-It 3538 I i 18G5

due to 1 F  eg. Some articles have risen in price,due to the increasing de-
mand. (LY G FRRKIEMEHK T H)

vast majority of %k Z¥

vast[ vaistla. B KB, KEBAH

majority [ mo'dzoriti jn.  B¥

deviation[ (dizvi'eifan |n. T B, W2



provincialism[ pra'vinfalizom]n. K&

vulgarism[ 'valgorizomn.  f&iE




The Church of England

The Church of England traces its origins back to the late 6th cen-
tury , when St Augustine was sent to convert the Anglo-Saxons to Chris-
tianity and to establish the authority of Rome over the native Celtic
church.

As the present established church of Britain, however, the Church
of England dates from the 16th century,when Henry VI broke with the
papal powers in England and, by the Act of Supremacy, became the
supreme head of the Church.

Ever since, the relationship between the sovereign and the Church
has been clearly defined ; the sovereign must always be a member of
the Church of England, and it is the sovereign who,on the advice of
the prime minister, appoints the archbishops, bishops and clergy. Ac-
cording to seniority, sit in the House of Lords.

The Church is organized in two provinces, the archdioceses of
Canterbury and York, and 14 dioceses, each with its cathedral. The
Archbishop of Canterbury is the spiritual head of the Church,and has
the title” Primate of All England”. The Archbishop of York is“Primate
of England”. The dioceses are further subdivided into parishes. A town
of medium size may contain three or four parishes, each with its own
parish church while in the country a parish will normally centre on a
single village and its church.

Because of its history and authority, the Church of England is
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seen as part of the Establishment. However , although many British peo-

ple regard themselves as“C of E” ,or members of the Church of Eng-
land,in most cases they are not regular churchgoers. Many people at-
tend church only on special family occasions, such as christenings,
weddings or funerals,or at Christmas. In country villages , however, the
parish church is often a focal point of village life.

In its worship and doctrine, the Church of England has evolved
into two contrasting parties: High Church and Low Church. High
Church beliefs and practice are closer to those of Roman Catholics,
while Low Church beliefs are more evangelical and so are closer to the
Protestant ideal. The differences are often reflected in the more elabo-
rate architecture and decoration in High Church churches.

The Church’s governing body is the General Synod, which deals
chiefly with matters of administration, such as church work, the run-
ning of church schools, missionary activities and inter-church rela-
tions. About one state school in three is managed by the Church of
England.

Outside England, the Church is represented by the Anglican
Communion. In the British Isles this includes the Church of Wales, the
Scottish Episcopal Church in Scotland, and the Church of Ireland in
the Republic of Ireland. These are independent bodies, and are not
established like their mother church. Every ten years Anglican bishops
from all countries meet for the Lambeth Conference in London. The
Conference is not an executive body, but is regarded as an important
forum for discussion on such matters as doctrine and discipline , and for
debate on moral and political issues.

Despite its official established status, the Church is not financed
by the State, and obtains its income from the voluntary donations of
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congregations and its investments in land and property , which are man-

aged by the Church Commissioners.

The main clergyman in a parish is known as either the vicar or
the rector. (The names are historic and today there is little practical
difference between the two. ) The Church provides a house for the cler-
gyman, called a vicarage or rectory,and pays a part of the cost of run-
ning it. It alse pays his salary. The clergyman’s wife frequently plays an
active role in parish work , especially in its pastoral and social aspects.

An ordained clergyman is either a deacon or a priest. A deacon is
junior to a priest,and is not authorized to conduct all church services.
Although most of the clergy are men, it is now pessible for women to
be ordained as deacons,but not yet as priests. The issue of the ordina-
tion of women has been hotly debated in and outside the Church. In
general it is opposed by the High Church,but favoured by the Low.

Recent years have seen controversy in other areas of the Church.
Many Anglicans were shocked when in 1984 the Rev David Jenkins,
on his appointment as Bishop of Durham, publicly questioned the tra-
ditional doctrine on the Virgin Birth and the Resurrection. Later that
year, after his consecration, he caused further controversy when he
criticized the government’s social and economic policies.

In general , the importance of the Church of England in British so-
ciety is declining. Some people feel that the Church has become out-
dated , and others that it fails to give the moral and spiritual lead tradi-
tionally expected of it.
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Notes :

trace the origins back to the late 6th century EMEHEZE 6 oM
trace( treis Jvt. B ¥

convert| kan'vart]vt. A

establish the authority H TN

Celtic[ 'kehik Jadj. #L/RIEHERY

break with R B, Mise

papal powers ¥ 2}

sovereign[ 'sovrin]n. B F

archbishop[ a:tf'bifop]n. KIFH

bishop[ 'bifopIn. F#H

clergy[ 'kla:dziln.  HUf

seniority[ ;sitni'oriti n. ¥

province[ 'provins Jn. K E#HIER

archdiocese[ 'aitf daiasis |n. kK EFHFX

diocese[ 'daiosis |n. T H X ( = the district under a bishop)
cathedral [ ka'0izdral In. A #{ar

subdivide[ 'sabdi'vaid]v. #f—¥ R4

parish[ 'peerif In. #IX




