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Wuhu was one of four famous rice trade— city in modern China.
Someone has studied it in some respects of its modern history. but
those researches are lack of systematic study on its history of the 20th
century in a whole. So, study on Wuhu not only make up for previous
study so as to help us understand Wuhu all-side and provide some
reference for Wuhu making a development plan, but also enrich the
study on middle or little cities' development and give a example for
making city development strategy in China.

In the early stage of Wuhu modernization (before 1949), the
proceeding factor was Wuhu had to be opened to the world in 1876.
It was the first chance of Wuhu's development. In the course of
communication with other districts in economic exchange, modern
economy in Wuhu came forth. With that, social transformation in
Wuhu happened. modern education ,modern group, modern political
organization and modern professional group came forth. Based on
economic development, functional districts become clearer.

What reason of Wuhu's modernization happened and grew? The
reason was that some factors such as western civilization's stimulating
and demonstrating, the policy guiding of government, the influence

of Hui cultural tradition, enterprising spirit of Wuhu local elite and a
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good geographical condition, played a synthetic role.

The features of the early stage of Wuhu's modernization includes
three points. The first one is that it depended on rice trade. The
second one is that the disequilibrium of the development between
politics and economy, and that of industry and commence, and that of
city and country. The third one is that it brought about the
phenomenon which Wuhu studied western material civilization,
system civilization and ideology civilization in the same period.

In the early stage of Wuhu modernization, Wuhu had suffered a
lot of setbacks because of the oppression from imperialist countries,
local political corruption and the turbulence of political situation,
military conflicts, lack of economical putting into construction, lower
quality of the mass and the natural calamities.

In the newborn and zigzag stage of Wuhu's modernization
(1949——1978), Wuhu local government adopted a lot of measures
to stabilize the society order, take democratic reform and strengthen
the local political power. Wuhu established the base of newborn with
those measures. In view of the knowledge which turned the
consuming city into productive city, Wuhu began to transform the
private industry and commence, while carrying on large scale
industrial construction. Wuhu formed a complete industry system and
also made some progress in other side.

In this stage, the basic reason that Wuhu made progress was the
reform of social system. The reform was the second chance of Wuhu,
for it liberated the potentialities which was oppressed before
liberation. Wuhu formed a stable and responsible leader group under

the new system; Wuhu had a plenty of resources put into productive
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action under the new system; Wuhu workers was full of work with
zeal under the new system.

In order to develop Wuhu orderly, local government established
a completely administrative system to enforce the economic
administration, city public cause and basic installation administration,
environmental administration, social administration, and so on. The
administration system was adapted to city development and reflected
social progress in Wuhu.

In this stage, Wuhu modernization expressed three features. The
area of Wuhu city enlarged quickly because of industrialization;
Wuhu encountered fluctuation and expressing similar in social action
because of the disorder of mass 's participation and the sense of
traditional socialism; Wuhu development had a different
disequilibrium from that of early stage because of Wuhu city
development strategy.

In the fast developing stage of Wuhu's modernization, Wuhu
have turned the economic system of socialism plan economy into
socialism market economy by reform. The pattern of increasing
economy has gradually transformed from extensive production to
intensive production in Wuhu. The composition has lead to
rationalization among first industry, second industry and tertiary
industry in Wuhu, that has formed the system of motive forces for
urbanization. With the open to the world, the external economy has
grown quickly, Wuhu's foreign trade increase quickly because of the
combination with international economy. With the open to homeland,
Wuhu has made friends and has established the horizontal association

with other cities or districts in China. With open to the city itself, it
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brings about a great advance in private economy, it improves the
relationship between the urban and the country, and advances the
political democracy. Reform and open to the world become the third
chance of Wuhu's modernization.

Wuhu has speeded up the process of transforming city old face
in this stage. The face of Wuhu becomes more beautiful than old face
with rebuilding the spirit of humanism, connecting historic site
protection and environmental protection with rebuilding, and using
the synthetic functions of city reform.

Wuhu's modernization is not a natural process, it depends upon
the active construction of every group. The social stratification is
gradually clear in Wuhu since reform and open to the world. Officers,
intellectuals, private industrialists and businessmen have played more
and more important roles in Wuhu modernization.

The development of Wuhu also depends upon the mutual
exchanges between city and country. Better relationship between city
and country not only strengthens the worker—peasant alliance in
politics, but also improves the social progress directly. The
modernization of agriculture and country in Wuhu has developed
quickly. The relationship between the city and the country is
gradually merging into an organic whole.

Wuhu modernization has obviously expressed three features
since reform and open to the world. The first one is comprehensive
development: Wuhu has made great progress in the building of
material civilization, system civilization and ideology civilization.
The second one is manifold development: the constitutions of

ownership, living patterns and city functions are various. The third
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one is mutual development: it is on lower base for speeding up
modernization that brings about the phenomenon that new and old
important industry sustain the economy commonly in Wuhu. It is the
government adapting itself to the trend of economical globlization,
making a good development plan, strengthening the service function,
and using the geographical conditions and resources conditions that
Wuhu has brought about a surprising change.

Wuhu's modernization has gone through the process of initial
development, decline, newborn and zigzag, and rejuvenation. It is the
process of Wuhu's industrialization, urbanization, perfecting city
functions, bettering relationship between city and country, and man's
modernization. In a word, it is a process of society progress in Wuhu.
The process of Wuhu modernization is the process from later—out
model before liberation to internal-action on its own model after
liberation. To some extent, the process of Wuhu modernization
reflects the model of Chinese modernization and indicates that it is

rational for China making city development strategy.
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