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The Origin of Words

Vocabular

Word List
origin /'oridzin/ n. [C;U] 1.RR , sk, B 2.[Plh %0k
technical /'teknikol/ adj. ¥ K89 , H K L& BT 5 @ .
invention / invenjon/ n. [C] 1. X ,#1i& K ¥i%h 2. £, &#H
discovery / diskavari/ n. 1.[C]#EXAM £E 2.[UJAAR K&
coin / koin/ v. i (M );41:8(##) n. [C]EF
inventor / in'vents/ n. XM ¥
Jobserve /obzov/ v. 1.5 &% 2. AE AW 3. #F 4.iF#
common / 'komoan/ adj. 1. F¥ &, 686 2. AFH, AEeG, LA, LHH
\A/gamble /'gembl/ v. M, EA,BE—H n. [C]1. Hi¥ 2. 8N, TR
olice Zslais/ n. [C] 1.&A WA 2. —r. %9 A E
bread / bred/ n. [Ul& &
later / leite/ adv. # & , M6, B %
sandwich /‘'senwidz, senwit{/ n. [Cl &~ @&, =A%
4 boycott /'boikot/ v. Bofh KeRRELSR KA
refuse / rifjwz/ v. 8 ,#4% , R F &
captain /'keptin/ n. [U] 1. &% ¥ 2. LB, Kk, MK
_ agent /'eidsont/ n. REA,REH, B RA
rent /rent/ n. [C;Ul#4 v. h#
._Aandowner /lzndouna/ n. % %, ER'N & ¥ 3
. harsh /haf/ adj. 1. P&, Fae 2. X6, 4R
treat /trit/ v. 1.8 #, 4% 2. B%,BEF 3. 84,84
\A/tenant /'tenont/ n. [CIRHA,G% MK fmpF
\jeventually / iventjuali/ adv. &5 ,% T
popular / 'popjule/ adj. 1.&#%& ,Afred 2. SRkEH




2. Unit 1

Phrases and Expressions
~/find one’s way into ... &FEH &, HAN
for fun FHEH , FEAALKR
lateton RE,EX,Z5
./ become pgrt of ... BRA--H—%H
have sth. todo with ... H---H %%
land agent MWFESLA
not at all — &R
get back to ®1 3| AW
; be removed M BIR K £ IR

Proper Nouns and Names

Lord Sandwich / lod ‘senwidz, lod ‘seawitf/ & &K 4 8 &
Captain Boycott /'keptin 'boikot/ 4k F 4 48 ¥

Ireland / ‘aislond/ & & £ &

The Origin of Words

About three hundred words in the English language come from the names of
people. Many of these words are technical words. When there is a new invention or
discovery, a new word may be coined after the inventor or scientist.

It is interesting to observe how many common words have found their way into
the language from the names of people. Lord Sandwich who lived from 1718 — 1792
used to sit at the gambling table eating slices of bread with meat in between. As
the Lord was the only one among his friends who ate bread in that way, his friends
began to call the bread “sandwich” for fun. Later on the word became part of the
English language.

The word “boycott” means to refuse to have anything to do with somebody or
something. It comes from a man called Captain Boycott. He was a land agent in
1880, and he collected rents and taxes for an English landowner in Ireland. But the
Captain was a very harsh man. He treated his poor tenants very badly. His tenants
decided not to speak to him at all. Eventually word got back to the landowner and
the Captain was removed. The word “boycott” became popular and was used by
everyone to mean the kind of treatment that was received by Captain Boycott.

(220 words)
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Exercises
Comprehension
A . Choose the best answer to each question .
1. A few hundred come from the names of people.
A. new inventions ’ B. languages
C. English words D. new discoveries
2. Lord Sandwich died at the age of .
A. 1718 B. 1792 C. 92 D. 74
3. Lord Sandwich was fond of
A. eating out all the time B. sitting with his friends
C. playing games with words D. taking bread with meat
4. “Sandwich” is a word coined by .
A. Lord Sandwich B. The friends of Lord Sandwich
C. inventors D. scientists

5. Captain Boycott lived in the
A. seventeenth century B. eighteenth century
C. nineteenth century D. twentieth century
6. The tenants did not like
A. to collect rents and taxes B. the English landowner
C. the harsh land agent D. to speak

7. When the landowner found out that the tenants were boycotting his land agent, he

A. dismissed the Captain B. praised the Captain

C. removed the poor tenants D. increased the rents and taxes

&

Answer the following questions in complete sentences .

- How many words in the English language come from the names of people?
- What happens when there is a new invention or discovery?

- In what year was Lord Sandwich born?

- Besides eating sandwiches what else did Lord Sandwich use to do?

. Was Lord Sandwich the only one who ate bread with meat in between?

- What was the occupation of Captain Boycott?

. In what wéy was Captain Boycott harsh?

. How did his tenants react to his treatment?

O 00 NN B W e

. What happéned to Captain Boycott then?
10. What does the word “boycott” mean?
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Vocabulary

A . Choose the correct meaning for each of the words or phrases as used in

the passage.

1.

Many of the words are technical words. Technical means connected with
A. games B. boys and girls

C. fishes D. mechanical or industrial arts

. The word invention (line 2, paragraph 1) means

A. word B. product

C. race D. language

. A. new word is coined after the inventor or scientist. Coined means

A. invented B. counted

C. placed D. turned into money

- It is interesting to observe (line 1, paragraph 2) means it is interesting to

A. find B. find out

C. see and notice D. remember

. Lord Sandwich lived from 1718 — 1792. The word “Lord” shows he was

A. a commoner B. a nobleman

C. a judge D. a priest

. A landowner (line 3, paragraph 3) is one who

A. buys and sells land B. owns no land

C. has land of his own D. rents out land to land agents

- He treated his poor tenants very badly. Tenants are people who

A. has no money B. work under a land agent

C. pay for the use of land or room D. work as farmers

to invent, invention, inventor
A. Trains long before cars.
B. Edison was an

C. After the of the wheel, people could travel faster.

. to discover, discovery

A. His in physics made him famous.
B. Columbus America in 1492.

C. Did you ever who sent you the flowers?

. to observe, observation, observer

A. His powers of are poor.
B. She has the birds all her life.

C. She was a careful

Word Forms: Choose the correct word form to fit into each sentence .
1.
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4. to refuse, refusal

A. He asked her to marry him, but she

B. Her caused his pain.

C. The prisoner to give his name.
5. to treat, treatment

A. Her parents still her like a child.

B. This glass must with care.

C. He’s gone to the hospital for special

6. to remove, removal

A. He his desk to another office.

B. That officer must from his position.

C. Our is to take place on Sunday.
Cloze Test

Fill in each blank with the best from the four choices given.

Throughout its history English has been extraordinarily receptive to new words. For one
reasonor _ 1 a new word may annoy some persons, __ 2  arguments then arise as 3
whether it is right 4 wrong. This can happen also with a new meaning for 5 word. If

enough people find _ 6  word or meaning useful and keep 7  using it, it becomes 8

and sooner or later will 9 in the major dictionaries used in schools and offices 10 a

source of information about words.

1. A. the other B. rather C. another D.other

2. A. so that B. because C. when D. whose

3. A. for B. with C. on D. to

4. A. but B. or C. and D. so

5. A. an existing B. an existed C. a being existed D. a being existing
6. A. a B. an C. the D. /

7. A. upon B. to C. with D. on

8. A. accepting B. accepted C. being accepted D. to be accepted
9. A. see B. find C. appear D. come

10. A. as B. for C. like D. with
Translation

Translate the following sentences into English.
1. R L 2#NBEFRF %, (find one’s way into)
2. ARZXFERREF R, (for fun)
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3. BEBLEAARARKTRTH Y G —H 4, (become part of)
4, M F—ELFRESSE, (not at all)
5. 4 4F#(jeans) R £ F B A B £, (popular)

Word Study;

ask ve. 1.8 2. ER,WRKR,ER 3. KK vi. 1. 0@
® ask (+sb.) + n./pron.
Did you ask the price at first?
Ask him his name.
I came to ask you a favour.
She’s not strong. We couldn’t ask too much of her.
@ ask + (sb.)+ what/when. ..
She asks when you will be back in Beijing.
She asked me in a small voice what time it was.
@ ask + if. ..
She asked if she could leave early.
@ ask + that. ..
We asked that he (should) go out.
® ask + to-v.
Someone is asking to see you.
She asked to be given more work to do.
® ask +sb. + to-v.
He asked Xiao Zhou to get in touch with him.
He then asked us to be seated.
@ ask + sb. + adv./prep. phrase.
Ask him in, Mrs. Wang.

They asked me to dinner at a restaurant.

ask (+sb.)+about + n. [WRIGEAN)E X, B R FTH -

She asked me about my school.

Uncle Wang asked about you yesterday.

She went to the station to ask about the trains.
® ask for+n. [BR,ERRL(EAN)]

If you get into trouble, don’t hesitate to ask for advice.

There's a woman at the door, asking for Mr. Sharp.
@ ask +sb. + for + sth. (MFEABEREH/EY)

We asked them for help.

He asked the waiter for the bill.

2.

]
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