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Three Young Men, Death and
a Bag of Gold

Geoffrey Chaucer! and The Canterbury Tales®

Geoffrey  Chaucer
(13407 —1400) is regard-
ed as Father of 'English
Poetry.: His ' best-known
work, The Canterbury Tales,
was written in the last
14 years of the poet’s life;
It consists of a general
Prologue® and twenty-four tales, of which two
are left unfinished. It tells how a poet, preparing
to go on a pilgrimage to Canterbury®, met at the

Tabard Inn® in a London suburb tweiity-ﬁinb '

other pilgrims. The innkeeper suggested to them
to entertain themselves on' the way to and from
Canterbury by telling stories to one another, and
the suggestion was accepted by all. The innkeeper
also went with them. One of the tales is about
three young men, Death and a bag of gold.
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Three young men were in an inn drinking wine.
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Suddenly they heard a noise outside. The innkceper
told them that Death had taken a young man. When
they learned of the name of the dead man, they
were very much surprised becausc it was the name
of their friend. They got so angry with Death for
killing their friend that they decided to go and kill
Death.

They left the inn and went along the road.
Soon they met a very old man. They asked him,
“Do you know where we can find Death ?”

“Oh, yes,” replied the old man, “it is not
difficult to find Death. Do you see that wood ?
Go there and you will find him under an old oak.”

The young men thanked the old man and went
into the wood. Soon they saw a very large oak.
Under it was a bag full of gold. They were so glad
that they forgot all about Death.

They decided to stay there till night. At night,
when it was dark and people were asleep, nobody
would see them and it would be safe for them to take
the gold home and divide it.

As it was a long time to wait and soon they

felt hungry, the youngest of them went to town to
4



get some wine and food.

While the other two remained under the oak
with the gold, one of them said, “Look here, I don’t
want to divide this gold into three parts. Can’t we
divide it into two parts, between you and me ?”

“Why not ?” said the other. “But how can we
do it ?”

+ “Oh, it’s very simple. Two are stronger than
one. When he comes back, we can easily kill
him,” "
The two young men liked the plan very much.

And what was their friend thinking abbut’ at
that time ? About.the gold, of course, , He wished
to have all of the gold He thought and thoyght,
and at last he had an idea. “I shall pg;son thgm,
he said to himself. ‘ B e o

He bought some poison, tb.ca hg ‘weRt 4 and
bought some bread and meat, and three bottles of
wine. Outside the town, he put the poxson mto two
of the bottles of wine and humed Back to tBe old
oak to join his friends, . ST

When he reached the oak, the other two killed

him at once. They were very glad. They opened
s



the bottles and drank all the wine. Soon they were
dead, too.
This is how the three young men found Death.

NOTES

1. Geoffrey Chaucer ['dzefri'tfo:0] AFHE « FER (K
BHiEN)
2. The Canterbury Tales (IR#FIABHRBENYOMEZ)
3. Prologue ['proulog] #4877 % B BCKIFHE L)
N (101
4. Canterbury ['keentobori] HAGIAE (M2 KEWH
KRR — k)
.. 9. Tabard Inn ['tzbad'in] % EBik/E

NEW WORDS AND EXPRESSIONS
| 'pilgfimdgéii['pilgrimid;] n. jodrney of a pilgrim #X%
pilgrim ['pilgrim] n. a person who travels to a holy place
to show devotion to God #HZ%, VAR MY
oak [ouk] 7. M}
- EXERCISES
I | Comprehension
A Answer the followfng questions,
1. What news did the three young men hear when they

were drinking in an inn?How did they feel at the news?
2. What did they decide to do?
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What did they find under an old oak in the wood ?
Why didn’t they take the bag and leave the wood

right away ?

The youngest was sent to get some wine and food.
But after he left, the other two planned something
evil. Now, what was their plan?

Was the youngest an honest man? What was he
going to do to his friends?

What was the ending of the story ?

B. Arrange the following in the order of time.

(

o~ .

} a.

) b.

Nt Nt N Nt
oom oo

The discovery of a bag of gold under an
old oak.

The news about the death of a' young
friend.

. The decision of the three young men to

kill Death.

. Their decision to divide the gold among

themselves at night. ~ - -+ =frioW 0
The secret plan of the two friéndsi
The youngest sent to buy wine and food.

. The death of the three young men.
. The plan of the youngest.

C. Fill in the blanks, try not to look back at the stdry.
The news that Death had taken their (1) .. made
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to go and kill' Death.

the three young men (2)
(3) their way, an old man told them that

they could (4) Death under an old (5) in
the wood. The three young men actually found a bag

of (6) » which made them wild with (7) and
(8) all about Death.
-They planned to divide the gold at (9) As

they had to (10) a long time and they felt (11)
-, the youngest went to tewn for food.

In order (12) more gold, the two friends plan-
ned (13) wo. . the youngest. But at the (14) _ -
tineyithe youngest had put poison into two bottles of wine
to get (15) of his friends. -
ynio¥he youngest was killed as (16) —___ as he got
back to the wood. The two friends drank all the (17)
@i—:t@ ocelebrate their victory. 8oon they (18) _____,
too. So all of them found (19)

ll Words and Expnssionl ‘to Learn
Put the fellowing into Chinese. :
.4+ Pgath _had taken a young man.
... forgot all about Death.:
3. Can’t we divide it (the gold) into two parts, between
you and me?
. 4. Two - are stronger than one.
5. He thought and thought ...



6.
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... and hurried back to the old oak to join his friends.

Questions for Discussion

. What do you think of the old man’s directions? Did

the old man know there was a bag full of gold under
the tree ? Was he right in saying that they would
find Death under the oak tree ? Why did hesay so?
Why did he equal the bag of gold to Death?

. Did the three men find Death? Why were they killed

by Death instead of killing Death ?

. What do you think of the friendship between the

three young men? Were they so bad in the first
place? What made them change then?
What lesson can you learn from the story?

. What would you do if you found a bag of gold ?



2. The Merchant of Venice!

William Shakespeare?

Stratford-on-Avon® is
not a large English town,
but the whole world knows
it, because it is ‘the birth-
Place of * William Shake-

- speare (1564 —1616). When
Shakespeare 'was a young
man, there were no theatres
in England. Groups of actors travelled from town
to town and performed in different places, usually
out-of-doors. Sometimes actors came to Stratford.
Young William went to see all their shows
and liked them very much. He wanted to
become an actor. Sometimes he wrote little
Plays himself and staged them with his friends.

Life in Stratfort-on-Avon was hard, and when
Shakespeare was twenty-one years old, he went to
London, where he Joined a group of actors. At
first he only helped the actors. But later he also
acted. And he began to write plays for the thea-




tre. By the closing years of the 16th century
Shakespeare had become a successful writer of both
tragedies and comedies. The Merchant of Venice is
0;16 of his outstanding comedies.

At the time when the city of Venice was at the
height of her name and prosperity, one of her most
important citizens was a merchant named Antonio®,
He' was ‘well known for his kindness, and had many
frxends the chiof being a young noble named
Baﬁsav.lruofs 'T&uough of noble birth and high rank
Bassaruo was poor. But Antonio was very fond of
him, and lent or gave him money whenever he was
in need of it. For the merchant of Venice was a rich
m?:m,'owning a fleet of valuable ships which brought
him wealth by trading with foreign countries.

Now it happened that Bassanio loved a lady
named Portia®. So well known was she for her
weal‘th her beauty, and her glﬁs of mlnd that many
young noblemen wished to marry her. But Bassamo,
being poor, was afraid that this lady might look down
upon him. for his poverty and refuse his offer of
marriage. So he went to Antonio and told him of
his difficulty. He asked Antonio if he could lend him



