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The Architectural Institute of British Columbia (AIBC) is very pleased that a book, Leading Canadian
Architectural Firms and Their Projects, is being produced for the Chinese market. We believe that the
book demonstrates that Canadian designers have made an important contribution and the work of British
Columbia’s Architects add a rich architectural history in the urban landscape and built environment of
Western Canada.

In particular, we are delighted that a publication will showcase their work.
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Stuart Howard Dorothy Barkley
AIBC President AIBC Executive Director
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The AIBC is a self-goveming body dedicated to excellence in the profession of architecture for the benefit of its membership, society
and the environment. Through our many community initiatives, professional programs and partnerships with other professional

organizations throughout the province and across the country, we strive to be effective and successful ambassadors on behalf of the
profession, its practitioners and British Columbia.
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Arthur Erickson with Nick Milkovich Architects Inc.
L - IREBE5E#ARFA Nick Milkovich #1181+ E & Bt

Nick Milkovich Architects Inc. was estab-
lished in November 1991 as a result of the
reorganization of Arthur Erickson Architects
Inc., and is dedicated to continuing the ap-
proach to design, which has gained the
former firm a worldwide reputation for de-
sign excellence.

The original group of five architects had,
until this date, been the custom design team
for primarily small to medium scale projects
within the larger Arthur Erickson office.
With its total of over sixty years experience
under the mentorship of Arthur Erickson on
a wide range of local and international
projects, Nick Milkovich Architects Inc. has
grown to a staff of 11 and continues to offer
professional services in architecture, interior
design, urban design, planning and program-
ming to all levels of government, institutions,
corporations, developers, and private clients.
Arthur Erickson works with NMA as a design
consultant on a wide range of projects.

Arthur Erickson with Nick Milkovich Archi-
tects Inc. undertakes projects of any type,
which lend themselves to creative and pre-
cedent setting solutions. A thorough under-
standing of the aspirations of the clients and
user groups, as well as their schedule and
budget concerns is the starting point of the
approach to every commission. The firm
seeks to establish the role the project plays
in relation to its environmental, historical,
social, and economic context. Our objectives
are to let the project demands speak to us
and for us to interpret and design without
preconceptions in order to arrive at the most
appropriate solution.

To encourage the most appropriate and cre-
ative use of the talents of the firm a flexible
management approach has been adopted.
While each team leader has a clearly defined
role, the team structure and assignment of
responsibilities are tailored to suit the spe-
cific needs of each project.

Arthur Erickson with Nick Milkovich Archi-
tects Inc. calls on the expertise of the finest
outside consulting services for prime engi-
neering disciplines, structural, mechanical,
and electrical, and for cost control
estimating. If the project demands, more
specialized consultants are retained for dis-
ciplines such as landscape, lighting, and
acoustics.
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MUSEUM OF GLASS
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The Museum of Glass is sited near Tacoma’s
cultural and historical corridor. The Wash-
ington State History Museum and the Tacoma
Art Museum stand across a highway and
railway, parallel to the new museum.

Many visitors to the Museum of Glass ap-
proach it by crossing from the history mu-
seum over the Chihuly Bridge of Glass. The
challenge was to design a meaningful path-
way for visitors to travel from the footbridge,
which connects to the rooftop plaza of the
museum, to the museum entrance two lev-
els below. The entire museum rooftop is a
stepped plaza. Ramps offer one means of
descent from the rooftop to the museum’s
entrance at the water’s edge. They take visi-
tors by the reflecting pools designed to mir-
ror art installations and the distant
landscape. Alternatively, a grand staircase
that circles the distinctive cone will provide
an intriguing and faster route down. The
composition of descending forms reflects the
demands of the location and gives the shape
of the building a landscaped rather than
structural presence. The building is clad in
subtly patterned pre-cast concrete panels, 1
the cone is sheathed with diamond-shaped
stainless steel scales and glass is used where
possible to allow natural light to fill the
museum interior.

e
The 75,000 square foot Museum of Glass con-
tains glass workshops and an artist studio,
exhibition spaces, a permanent collection
display area, a retail area for the sale of hand-
made glass art and books, a restaurant, a
library, a theater and classrooms.

CHIHULY
BRIDGE

OF GLASS

DOCK STREET

THEA FOSS
WATERWAY

The key attraction is the authentic “hot shop”
amphitheatre - a giant cone, 90-feet tall and
100-feet diameter and one of the Museum’s
most striking architectural features. Inside
the cone the public can watch the dynamic
process of glass art creation unfold.
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