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Preface

The earliest living pattern of a community was only a dwelling place plus a passage way.

When the community developed into a city, people chiefly had all the buildings,
building complexes, communication and infrastructure property organized. Urban architecture
is a subject aiming to study the architectural designing of a city and its environment.

However, buildings and building complexes are developing themselves at a higher
level, while traffic lines and basic facilities are developed into an integrated entity. Of course,
emphasis is put on the study of how to design buildings and building complexes from the
city’s field of vision. The designing of a city has undergone a series of changes in ideas and
actions, such as a course from being organized passively to self-organize, from being controlled
to self-control and from orderless to orderliness. To some extent this means more attention
should be paid to the space outside those buildings but still within a city than to the space
inside a building.

The study of urban design involves the following four relations:

Relationships in Structure These refer to the relationships between buildings and
traffic lines, between the buildings and building space, between the buildings and their
interfaces, between the buildings and their sites, between the complexes and nature, and
the green project.

Linear Action Linear action is sort of interaction between individual, social
behaviour and buildings, building complexes in a city. Forinstance, people’s living environment

is organized on linear actions such as communication, which results in the arrangement of



transport net, of parking lots, of roads for cars and pedestrian walkways, and grades of roads
for different speeds.

Pattern Features A city, or an object, can only be represented through its form and
style. Therefore, the designing of a city is closely connected with the designing of patterns.
The features serve to bring out human feelings and wisdom through the use of building
materials, techniques and arts.

Space at Different Levels A region is a big space and a city, a three-dimensional body,
is only a constitutional part of the regional system. Hence, blocks, roads, squares, shops and
those rather small buildings for relaxation within 2-meter field of vision should all be well
designed at different levels.

Social economy and the various urban communities all have developed from separate
ones into a whole system. The form of a city and the systematic form of an area all are resulted
from the development of social production, which can also be regarded as urbanization, ie., the
formation of a city system.

By urbanization is first meant the making of a city system, i.e., to have all the buildings
urbanized. In other words, the city planning and its construction should be made in terms of
the scope of the development. Again by urbanization is meant the urbanization of social
development which basically refers to the number of people living in the city and its
populatién density. Of course, these two interact with each other, somewhat in a flesh-and-
skin relationship.

The pattern of a city system refers to the form of a city. 7

The form of a city basically refers to the city planning and the designing of a city.

The designing of a city chiefly refers to its architectural design.

Of course, scientific methods are to be adopted in the research.

Process Our aim is to find out those related laws and characters by studying the
development and changes of a city underwent in time and form.

Holistic Design  This calls for an integrative research on a city on the basis of
multibranches of science, such as sociology, geography, economy, history, as well as fine
arts, engineering and technology. This is really a systematic research under control but at a
higher level.

Region First research should be made on the regional development of nature,
ecological environment, culture, politics and economy as well as the society, history, science
and technology of the region so as to make a study of the features related to the region and its
architecture.

Activities Make a study of those economic, political, social and construction activities

and the respective actions on the features of a city form. Of course, these two interact with



each other.

Contraposition Make a judgment from the time and opportunities between society,
economy, polities and construction and culture.

Advance Exploration Make an advance and continuous exploration of the
development of the city and its effect on the city form in theory and practice.

Thus we have studied in theory the construction of a city from its process, entity, region,
activities, advance exploration, returning and integration, which is an idea of holistic design.

In the concrete research on the construction of a city, we have also made an analysis of
another five aspects, such as its cores, axes, colonies, frameworks and “skins”, sort of an
exploration of methods, which reflects the city social behavior and the spirit of historical
cultures of a society.

This series includes the book Urban Architecture, and the followings: Towards the New
Community, Ideal Landscape, Research on the Urban Residential Land Location, Research on
the Publicity of Space, Colony in Campus, etc, which will be published one by one.

All books of this series are written by doctoral students or master students guided by
Zheng Xin and me. Thanks all the professors and scholars who have given them helps.
Thanks Ms Gao Jing, the office director of the Research Institute of Architecture, and Ms Dai

Li, the senior editor of Southeast University Press.

Qi Kang
Oct. 2002
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