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Computers

There are at present over one quarter of a thousand millions computers in the
world. Basically, a computer is a device for storing and processing information or
data, as it is called. People have found ways of doing these for thousands of years of
course. But computers can process highly complex information at great speed.
Because of this they are transforming many aspects of our lives. The development of
micro-processors, you’ve heard about their manufacture earlier, has speeded up this
change even more. Micro-processors make it possible for computers to work much
faster and to be made much smaller. So any particular computer can also be made
more complex without taking up too much room. Computers are now being used in an
enormous number of areas. We will look at a few of these.

Computers are widely used in banking for processing checks. The code numbers
on checks are printed in magnetic ink which can be read by a computer. When you
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pay in a check, it is sent to a central clearing house, where all the checks are sorted
according to the banks they belong to. Checks for a particular bank are then sent back
to it where they are processed by another computer. And the two accounts involved
are debited and credited according to the amount of the check. Computers are also
being used to process withdrawals and the payment of standing orders. Another
development is known as the Electronic Funds Transfer. This system makes it
possible to transfer money directly from one account to another via a computer. It is
controlled by a computer in Belgium. If it is accepted by banks generally, this
computer will become the center of a highly efficient worldwide network.

Computers are being used more and more in medicine, too. The commonest use
is for keeping hospital patient records. There may be access to these at several
points—wards, offices, laboratories, and even operating theaters. Computers are
also used in the delicate task of looking after patients in intensive care units, and in
monitoring those undergoing surgery. One of the latest development is to use
computers to assist diagnosis. A computer is programmed with information about a
disease, using the accumulated knowledge of many specialists and textbooks. A
doctor examining a patient may then be guided by the information given by the
computer in what to look for and which questions to ask the patient. The information
he gathers is fed into the computer. It may suggest further questions before finaily
providing a diagnosis. This kind of procedure causes some people anxiety. They feel
it increases the gap in the personal relationship between doctor and patient. On the
other hand it makes widely available knowledge and expertise which before belonged
to only a small number of specialists or which had to be found with difficulty in
published material.

BRI ARY, PR R B R E L EREFSHED, U RRIRE SR ALE
REBEN . IRLEER SR —RETTEREFERR LR, — R XSiEE Tk, &
XHEREE, FRFLLT /A .
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811} storing and processing LA K data, XB4]H ) computer {1 B R E B, HXES
BRI BRE computer, RIEE X HE . ZFTF one quarter of a million & storing and processing
RH X computer FBER, hiF BH RIS E A ZKIDR TR,
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LR S AN B, I difficult 7 difc, BRREA diff,J5 EMA 5 BB R different,
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smaller) , EENFH ML B ETHEPHEAH. XEFRHH EEXMY Computers are now
being used in an enormous number of areas. We will look at a few of these. XEHE#IHIF. X
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the two accounts involved are debited and credited according to the amount of the check, H
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1. The reactions of Parisans to the Pompidou Center could best be described as

2. One of the most striking features of the Center is that

Parisans & Pompidou X WM AR AR FH X B, RN THRFEMME—~T A LE®, 5
B EE T RENT A . R EFRTHAT T HR B R HER AR S RBIRRE & BB R
Fi Parisans ## R A, 1 Pompidou R RFEA . (A XFEHE ERMREELX
BERE X A 15 B X — 4> % Pompidou M3 5 A4

FLUR, BT DURSE BT i 0 R R A OB R M 507 . XX T — B A BS[H]  Hs  ABL S
HHELHEEANER. W -FNREPEIRE—F.

According to the management of American Airlines, in 1994, flight attendants would

earn .
A. from $16,000 to $ 35,000 B. around $ 21,000
C. from $ 24,000 to 30,000 D. around $ 25,000

FRXERINAEN R EF A X flight attendants THEHHER/MEET . BV —EHME b
WHRESFESHT MAXEFOEAERR -4, NEREERESQEB 4, NMEEY
FIERHCHCF R ), ERER B T E AT MBCF MR, X R i —

The blacks in Philadelphia

A. would like the city to have a black mayor

B. do not feel welcome in all sections of the city

C. live mostly in the north-eastern sections of the city
D. make up a majority of the city’s population

MET MBI KRB B AR XM BEAGIINE N, RSN TS TG %
blacks 1 Philadelphia #9158 . %018 R 80 “north-eastern” fl “majority” X 617 , W 7] 2 i
BEREEH— S5 BB,

) Ba“aWhMWEE" 5“2 EAMNEE”. W HEH BRI, AEEE
R — MR RAE RN AT A FRVRE . MEAS P RRSHNERS, S
RS REEN EAGH, ERMATREEXNEE R/, A B 08, E R
# % flight attendants T ¥ 5x % Haj 88— BB ST, 4 A AT DASR 40 MO0 W7 1 4. S



F1¥ BRHE 7

R £ U A 36 390 7 2 R A PR 28 R R S 7E — R O, R OR 7 UM I IR AR SRR A, Bk
B JG — BB BT “ north-eastern” & “majority” X 26 i b AR 1T » 75 U7 B4 6 7 8 B (5 A K B 3%
BRI, RIGATTSHERR . HAb— &8, i SF iR P —H &

From the conversation, we get the impression that Lyn is
A. pragmatic B. extrovert
C. willfui D. calculating

A4 Z L Which of the following statements is TRUE (FALSE)? X 58K M % — R FH
B )G BME®.

1.3 i

1.3.1 HEAAMAEEBHER

REIEME — MR MTIAE ERHIE MBI JOEE R MR A — MK 8 F L4212 R
FEMGEEEXENEEMAR, BB F LA, BT L REM XEHEENLBRS
HWLOEERANBRTE.
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fR B EAERLEG 3 B KR, S B o B B SR A Y 5 B AR T R LA BR A R RB AR R BT IR
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2. WX B

B A R WA A KA KB R RE S B E S AL BRI M T EE.
BERRHEF Y, B R—E R . BB A 554 150 N 8iA),

3. BB AL

FHEHMET >R A LT EFEE. FHiEseh s 3 6 BRE TR, 8 3000 MEFE, B8
MHERE2ZSEZHEREE. EAFRBREMHAST NEGEM 4 MEFPEE - RES
£, 208,85 Kk 11~30,

4, EHEM

(D B2 At B0 25 HERIRAYEIEE.
(DOEBER, AR ICASC T SRR BER X H B RS,
(OXRBRTTEA EA#HKAMEHTEE.



