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Mr. Zhang is meeting Mrs. Joan Smith from London at the exit
of the Beijing Airport Arrivals Lounge. To make sure he does
not miss Mrs. Smith, he is holding a small sign board with the
name “Mrs. Joan Smith” on it. Now a lady comes towards him,
and Mr. Zhang walks over to her.

=

A

Excuse me, but are you Mrs. Joan Smith from London?
Yes, that’s me. I’m Joan Smith.

How do you do, Mrs. Smith? Welcome to China. My name
is Zhang Haoyang from the CITS Tianjin Branch. I'll be
your tour guide during your stay in China.

How do you do, Mr. Zhang? (Shaking hands) Thank you for
coming to meet me here at the airport. And many thanks for

your invitation.

B

By the Way, Where is Mr. Yang your manager? I under-
stood from your letter that he would be here to meet me.
Yes, but unfortunately he can’t come to meet you in per-
son. He has to attend an important meeting.

Don’t worry,it doesn’t matter.

But our manager asked me to send his greetings to you.
He’ll pay you a visit tonight in your hotel.

That’s nice.
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Did you have a good trip?
It was very good all the way.
How long did it take you to fly here from London?

[.et me see, about 10 hours.

Oh, that’s a long flight. Are you tired?

Not very, just a little bit. In fact, I slept most of the way
here. I took some sleeping pills and that helped a lot. But
I'm still suffering from jet lag. I think I’ll be all right by to-
morrow.

1 hope so.

Mrs. Smith.

Yes?

Have you gone through all the Customs formalities?

Yes, I have.

Do we need to wait for any of your luggage?

Yes. 1 have three pieces of luggage : one big handbag and two
suitcases. They’re coming.

E

Well, before I forget, I'd like to let you know that we’re
giving a dinner party for you this evening.

Oh, that’s really very kind of you. I’ll be very glad to come.
The dinner party will begin at 7:00, and at 630 we’ll drive

over to your hotel to pick you up.

That’s very thoughtful of you. You see, I'm a stranger here
and everything is new to me. I certainly need your help.
Don’t worry. I’ll look after you.

What shall we do next?

Well, our car is waiting for us just outside in the parking




lot. Shall we go there and drive to your hotel?
B Yes, please.
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SITUATION 2
PASSING THROUGH THE CUSTOMS

Mrs. Smith is going threugh the Customs. She is now answering
some of the questions asked by a Customs officer. Meanwhile,
there are some conversations between Customs officers and other

passengers.
A
A Excuse me.
B Yes?
A Where do I go through the Customs?
B It’s just over there. Do you see that long queue?
A Yes, I do.
B You have to stand in that line and wait for your turn.
A Many thanks.
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B

Would you mind coming over to identify your luggage?
Certainly.

May I have your luggage declaration?
Of course.

Let me have a look.

Here you are.

C

May 1 see your passport, please?
Here you are.
Thank you. Where have you come from?
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From England.

Do you live in China?

No, 1live in England. I’'m overseas Chinese.
How long are you going to stay in China?
For a month.

Are you on holiday or business?

On holiday.

D

Will you open your suitcase, please?

All right.

These are just personal effects?

That’s right. Nothing dutiable, I think.

Nothing dutiable. Thank you. You may close it now.
Anything to declare? Any wine or liquors?

No, but I have with me two bottles of whisky and a carton of
cigarettes. I don’t know whether I have to pay duty on them
or not.

Were they bought in the duty-free shop?

Yes. At Hong Kong Airport.

In that case, you don’t have to pay duty on them. According

to our regulations, you’re allowed to bring in duty free two

bottles of wine or liquor and a carton of cigarettes.
Thank you, officer.
You’re welcome.

E

Are you bringing in any gifts for your friends and relatives in
China? .
Yes, the two bottles of whisky are presents for my friends in
Tianjin.

They are duty free, of course. No other small items such as

5



watches, or jewelry?

No, just personal things.

Do you have a camera?

Yes, one made in Germany.

Any foreign currency?

Yes, some US dollars, British pounds, German marks, and

> T

French francs.
Well, would you please make a record of your camera and

v+

your foreign currency?
Yes. .. Here you are. Is that all for the customs formalities?
Yes, you’re through. Thank you very much and have a nice

jeviies

stay here in China.
A Thank you, officer.
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~ SITUATION 3
HE WAY TO A HOTEL

Mr. Zhang and Mrs. Smith are now in a car. They are driving to

a hotel.
A

A Now we’re driving to your hotel.

B Which hotel?

A The Friendship Hotel.

B 1don’t know much about it, but I’'m sure it will be a nice
one.

A Yes, it is. It was built 20 years ago and has been renovated
twice during the past ten years especially to accommodate
forelgn tourists. Now it’s a 4-star hotel.

B Oh, really?

B
A Mrs. Smith. .
B Oh, don’t call me Mrs. Smith, please. Like Americans, we

British people also like to be on the first name terms. So call
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me Joan. That’s my name.

O.K., Joan. Is this the first time you have been in China?
Yes, the first time. But I’ve read many books about China
and I've been wanting to come to China for a long time.
Now your dream has come true.

Yes, indeed.

C i

Mr. Zhang.

Oh, Joan. You’d better call me Zhang. You see, I often feel
uneasy when somebody calls me Mr. Zhang, although most
Chinese like to be called Mr. so and so, Professor so and so,
etc.

All right, Zhang. The road we’re driving on is quite mod-
ern. Do you have many modern roads like this in China?
There’re plenty of them. And many highways and overpass-

es have been built too in recent years. These highways link
together almost all the cities and towns in China.

So you have a modern road system.

I think so. At least, we are trying to build one.

D

Zhang, what are those high-rises far away? Are they apart-
ment buildings?

Yes, they are. They are apartment buildings for city resi-
dents. ]

What are those three-storey houses over there?

They are farmers’ houses. They look modern enough, don’t
they?

Yes, they do.

Nowadays many farmers have become comfortably well off
and they can afford to build nice houses like that. In China,




