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Preface

Changsha, June 6, 1992

The Canadian Children’s

The Shiming Red Apple

Treasury contains selections from some of the best

known and enduringly favourite children’s stories writ-
ten by Canadian authors. It mtroduces the legendary
Anne of Green Gables, heroine of at least 8 books by
I.ucy Maud Montgomery, and beloved by children 1n
Canada and around the world. It includes some of
Canada’s most popular amimal stories, both traditional
and modern, that reflect the importance of nature and
wildlife 1n Canadian culture. Several of the myths and
legends presented here illustrate the rich heritage of
Canadian native peoples and the contribution they have
made to our literature. The collection also includes fan-

tasy» humour and poetry, so opening up a multi-faceted
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world of imagination and thought.

Many of the selections in this book can be found in
textbooks used in Canadian schools, and so the reader
will gain an understanding of the key images and ideas
that shape the minds of children growing up in Cana-
da. This book also opens a door to the social world of
Canadian children, their families and communities,at dif-
ferent periods in the history of our country. It will be a
window of understanding, through which Chinese chil-
dren and adults can see their Canadian friends.

Special appreciation and congratulations are due to
Professor Li Qiji of the Hunan Canadian Studies Centre
and her colleagues, Guo Xianlin, Ouyang Hanwei and
Cheng Li, for their vision in preparing this first Chinese
collection of Canadian Children’s Stories. Their dedica-
tion 1s evident in every aspect of the volume-——the de-
manding work of translation, the explanatory notes pro-
vided for each selection, and the introduction to each of
the Canadian writers. Sincere congratulations are also
due to the Hunan Canadian Studies Centre, and its direc-
tor, Professor Cheng Jianhua, also the Hunan Associa-
tion of Canadian Studies, for the wide-ranging efforts
made to introduce Canadian literature,education and cul-

ture to the people of Hunan, and of China.
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It was my pleasure to visit the centre very soon af-
ter it was established in the spring of 1990, when I was
responsible for academic and cultural affairs at the Cana-
dian Embassy in Beijing. After returning to academic life
in Canada in the summer 1991, I come now to Hunan as
a colleague and scholar, and I am impressed by the
achievements of the centre in this brief two year peri-
od. It is thus an honour and privilege to write these few
words of appreciation for my friends who are doing so
much to promote understanding between Canada and

China here in Hunan.

Ruth Hayhoe, Professor,
Ontario Institute for Studies in Education,

University of Toronto, Toronto, Canada.
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Akla Gives Chase?

JAMES HOUSTON

Upik and Pitohok are two Inuit® children whose father
has died. Now they must fetch food for the rest of the
family,or starve. The previous autumn,their grandfather
shot a caribou which he was unable to carry home ,but left
hidden. It is a long journey to the hiding place, but the
children are the only hope of their mother, their two baby
sisters, and their grandfather. They find the caribou, but
on the long journey home they are pursued by Long

Claws, or akla—a grizzly bear® that is hungry, too.

The evening sun turned red-as it slid down and touched
the long, flat white horizon. Pitohok looked back then
and groaned beneath the heavy weight of® caribou.

“Long Claws is still coming after- us.Give him a
e Jo



fish. Hurry and fling it back toward him.”

Upik did as she was told. Pitohok looked again, then
slowed his pace. “He’s lying down,” Pitohok gasped.
“He’s eaten the trout. He looks now as if he’s going to
sleep. ” It was growing dark and Pitohok was staggering
with weariness. “Hold onto me,” he groaned. “Help
me. I’ve got to make my feet carry me over that next
snow ridge so the akla won’t see us stop to build our
igloo®. ”

When they were beyond the huge bear’s sight, Pito-
hok collapsed, letting the caribou fall to the snow. Upik
helped him up, but Pitohok was so exhausted that he
could scarcely rise. With the snow knife Upik cut a shal-
low gravelike hole and they slid the caribou in and care-
fully covered it with snow. They built their igloo on top
of it.

Once inside, Pitohok wedged® a snow block firmly
into plaee, trying to jam the entrance. “Let us share our
one last fish,” he said. “I have never been so hungry or
so tired in all my life. ”

Even while they were eating, they listened careful-
ly. But they did not hear the akla. Upik could not finish
her share of the fish, so exhausted was she from their
terrible journey. They rolled themselves into the caribou
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robe and slept, not knowing if the akla would let them
live to see the next day dawn.

When Pitohok awoke, he said, “The weather’s
changed. Can you not smell and feel spring’s dampness in
the air?”

Cautiously he cut away the entrance block and
crawled outside. Upik followed him. The land was blan-
keted® in lead-gray fog that hung heavily above the
snow , hiding everything from view. The huge akla might
have been very close to them or very far away.

Pitohok dug up the caribou and, cutting a larger en-
trance in their igloo, shoved@® the frozen animal outside.

“There is Long Claws. He is waiting for us,” Upik
whispered with terror in her voice.

Pitohok looked up and saw the dark outline of the
akla standing watching them. It was less than a stone’s
throw® away, its wide back glistening with silver hoar-
frost, which made the coarse hair on its massive shoul-
ders bristle® like countless needles.

“Shall 1 try to shoot him now?” Pitohok whispered
to his sister.

“No,” she said. “No! Pm afraid that last bullet will
break and the noise will only anger him. ”

“Then hurry,” he cried. “Help me get this caribou
e Je



