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MCDONALD’S AND BROCCOLI

At the age of five, | left my home in China and came to America. |
started kindergarten soon after | arrived , and started learning the alpha-
bet. Every time the teacher was showing us a new letter, she would ask
us, “Does anyone know a word that begins with this letter?” Afthough |
could guess what the teacher was asking, | couldn’t answer because |
knew only a few words. Whenever other students raised their hands, |
watched them with envy and worried about myself. “

One day, as my teacher wrote a new letter on the board, my eyes lit
up right away. The letter looked like two big bridge arches. “Isn’t that
‘M’ 7 | know that letter!” | thought excitedly. | learned this letter when my
dad took me to the McDonald’ s just after | came here. | was attracted by
the double bridge arch sign in the restaurant. My dad told me that it was
not “bridge arches, it’s letter ‘“M’”. Thinking of that, | quickly raised my
hand. But, the teacher called someone else.

Aha! The student who answered the question didn’t say “McDon-
ald’s”. | stood up and waved my hand vigorously in the air. However,
the teacher didn’t pick me either. Aha! The second one didn’t get
“McDonald’s” either. No sooner had he finished than | stood up on my
chair waving my hand. Finally the teacher called me. “McDonald’s!” |
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said loudly and clearly. “Very good!” She said. | was very proud of my-
self, because not only did | answer the question, but also | received her
praise.

However, not long after that, | made a big fun of myself in class.
One day the teacher put a box of cookies on her desk and asked a ques-
tion. | didn’t understand what she was saying, but thought she might be
asking who would like some cookies as she usually did. So | raised my
hand and she called me immediately. Just at that moment, | suddenly
realized that perhaps the question was not related to cookies — she
could have just passed them out and didn’t need to call me to answer
the question. She must have asked something else. But | had no idea
about what she really asked so how | could possibly know the answer! |
felt embarrassed and sat there trying to search for a word that | knew.
Suddenly, | remembered what my mom had told me the other night at
dinner about what seemed to me “green flowers”. She told me that they
were not “green flowers” but called “broccoli” . For no reason, “broccoli”
slipped out of my mouth immediately. As soon as | finished, everyone in
the class burst out laughing! What’ s the matter? Several days later |
learned that the teacher actually asked, “What’ s the day today?” | cannot
help laughing each time | think of what 1 said then.

| worked hard after that and in a few months, my English improved
greatly. Never again did | make such mistakes as answering a question
for the day with a “broccoli” .

[About the Author ]

Deanna Dong, born in May 1986, in China, came to the USA in April
1991. As a fifth grader in Florida, Deanna also studies Chinese at Contem-
porary Chinese School and learns playing the piano. She enjoys singing,
dancing and reading and has published several articles. This article was
published in “Star and Torch”.
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GOING TO WORK WITH MOM AND DAD

April 25 of this year was the “Bring your child to work day” in Ameri-
ca. Every year, many parents bring their children to work on this day, to
let their kids see what their parents do at work. My mom and dad
promised me a long time ago to bring me to work on that day. | had
been waiting for it for a long time.

That day finally arrived. | got up very early in the morning, dressed
myself, brushed my teeth, and ate my breakfast. Then, when Dad came
out with his briefcase, | said good-bye to Mom, went to the garage and
got into the car with Dad.

When we got to the Ford Electronics Technical Center, the recep-
tionist greeted me with a big smile, saying, “Welcome to work, young
engineer.” | was happy to hear that.

We went to my dad’ s office. Dad is a materials specialist. He works
on his computer to communicate with manufacturing plants in other parts
of the world. When the phone rang, Dad asked me to pick up the
phone; it was a fady asking about an eiectronic module. Dad asked her
to bring a sample to the materials lab.

Dad and [ went to the iab. Pointing to the sample the female engi-
neer brought in, Dad told me that was an electronic module. “That’s the
computer for the car, and # controls how the car runs,” said Dad. He
said we needed to take the silicon chip off and put it into the electror mi-
croscope for observation. That electron microscope takes up the space of
half a room! The silicon chip is even smaller than my fingertip, but under
the microscope, it looked several thousands bigger. From the video
screen, we could clearly see the electronic circuits. To me, the electron-
ic circuits look really complicated.

At lunch time, we met many people in the cafeteria. “This place is
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like the United Nations, ” Dad said, “ these people come from all over
the world.” A few people we met called me by my Chinese name. After
lunch, Mom called from the Ford Research Lab and said she was going
to pick me up to an assembly plant for a meeting.

At the assembly plant, we stood on the observation deck and saw
many many cars moving on the assembly line. Men and women were
busy putting parts onto the car using robotics’ arms. | also saw robots
running on the floor, moving parts around. They were only metal frames
at the beginning of the assembly line; at the other end, cars drove off the
assembly line one after another. Oh, now | know how cars are made!

The work place is so much fun! On the way home after work, | told
Mom, “I want to go to work when | grow up!”

[About the Author]

Story by George Shangguan (5 years old) and written by Dongkai
Shangguan, his father.

George was born in the US in May 1992. He is now in a kindergarten,
and attends Detroit Chinese School.

Dongkai, Ph.D., is an engineer with expertise in Material Applica-
tions, and works at Ford Motor Company.
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