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Editor’s Remarks

This is a land rich in passionate feelings. it is but natural that
innumerable passionate stories have been created here, which are at
once sentimental, fresh and lasting.

Human aspirations have for ever and ever been glorious, but the
grim reality of history seems to act their natural enemy for good,
and all through the dark night of feudalism communication,
understanding and “ dialogue” between human beings and even
between man and divine spirits or freaks had been impossible, and
countless transparent hearts had been disgraced, various
unsophisticated dreams disillusioned and there had been infinite
endurance, helplessness and sighs. . . .

Nevertheless, innocent, impassioned people appear generation
after generation. They hold to their ideals, casting their cherished
idols with tears and blood, and, illuminating the path with radiance
of their only and sole life, they rush at the light and die for the
happy expectancy. In the process of time, one legendary story after
another has been spread all over the world. . ..

What we have picked up here are only ten of the stories which
are better known. Most of the stories have made their appearance in
various forms on the stage or the screen or among the publications,

and the stories you find here have all been collated and recreated by



writers and scholars, and , endowed with completely new

significance, they have become “a new performance of the old
tunes” .
And all that has been done here is for the young, for those we

always care for, for those who are with us and those who are still to
come. . ..

Fan Jiong
March, 1991
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