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1. A PROUD CROW

- A proud crow was tired of ! his own black feather,
He did not like crows, He wished to be a bird of an
other kind, One day he found a lot of peacock feathers,
He stuck them all over his back,

“Just look, ” he said to himself, “Am I not as
beautiful as a peacock?? In fact, I am a peacock, I am
no longer® a crow, ” He walked proudly up and down*
before his \f'riends, . < '

“Hello, old friend, ” the other crows said, “You
are so very beautiful, Where did you get those fea-
thers? ” ' -

The proud crow was angry and said, “Don’t speak
to me, Ihave nothing to do with® you crows?, I have
peacock feathers, and so I am a peacock, A peacock is
not a crow, Any fool knows that, ”

The proud crow went to the peacocks and wished to
be one of them,

“How do. you do, my dear friends? ” he said,



4Who are you? ” asked the peacocks,

“Why, I am a peacock, Don’t you see my fine fea—
thersp ”

“Fine feathers? But fine feathers do not make a fine
bird, We threw these old feathers away long ago, you
foolish crow, ”

The peacocks pulled off? all his fine feathers and some
of his own black feathers too, The foolish crow could
not make friends with® peacocks, He came back “to his
old friends, ‘

%How do you do? ” he said,

«Who are you? ” asked the crows,

“Why, 1 am a crow, don’t you see my black fea-
thers? ” '

“No, you are not,” answered they, « A few
old peacock feathers,® A peacock is mot a crow, Any
fool knows that,” ‘

“l am very sorry,” wept the poor crow, % Please
excuse me, and I will be a nice crow,”

The crows saw that he was o longer prdud, They were
kind to him and gave him a chance to be a nice crow!?,

NOTES

1, was tired of, af...... K B E &, 2, as beautiful



as a peacock, L E—H LW, 3, no longer; R&H,
4, up and down, £®x, 5, have nothing to do with
ey o XH AR, 6, you crows; crows £ you & F
&, #—FHAL T4, 7. pull off; K+ (HL) ,
8. make friends with, fe.rr e ZMA., 9. A few old
peacock feathers, , X2 —ANAHvhd, HHLE & ALmH
LRI EL, BT HRGE%. BH4ET 2 Didn’t
you have a few old peacock feathers on you? 10, to be a
nice crow, & X 4275 M 4k 2%, #¥4 chance,



2. THE ELEPHANT AND
THE MONKEY

Once upon a time®an elephant and a monkey had
a quarrel,

The elephant was proud because he was so strong,
4l.ook how big and strong I am] ” he said, ¢l can
pull a tree down, can you? ”

Now the monkey was proud because he was so
quick, “Look how fast I can run and climb}” he said,
“Can you climb a tree? ”

At last they went to a wise old owl, “We cannot
agree, ” they said, %Tell us what you think about it,
Which is better—to be strong, or to be quick??”

The owl said to them, Do just as I tell you?,"
and then I shall find out* which is better, Do you see
that great fruit tree across the river? Go and pick the
fruit and bring it to me, ”

So the elephant and the monkey went to the river,
but the water was swift and the monkey was afraid,

4Get on my back, ” said the elephant proudly, «I



shall carry you, I am big and strong, and I am not
afraid to swim across a swift river, ”

Soon théy got to the other bank, There stood the
tree,® It was so tall that the fruit hung high above
them, ‘ '

The elephant. tried to break the tree down, but it
was ‘too strong, He tried to reach the fruit with his
trunk, but it was too high, ,

«Wait a minute, I can climb, ” said the monkey
proudly, He ran quickly up the tree, and threw the rich,
ripe fruit” to the ground, The elephant put it in his big
mouth,

Then they crossed the river again, and gave the
owl some of the fruit they had picked, “Now, * they
said, “which is better—to be strong, or to be quick}”

“Can anyone tell which is better? ” asked the owl,
“Neither of you could get the fruit alone.® It took both
the elephant’s strength and the monkey’s quickness to get

lt ”»

NOTES

1. Once upon a time, M3 (F A TF#F & F %) .
2, Which is better—to be strong, or to be quick? sk
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FERORRAAEAMBELGHAE, 3, Do just as 1
tell you, M AEMMELM, X2 justas & “LB”,
Bl x5 ik iER S, 4, find out, Fi##, 5. There
stood the tred, 183 &,  here, there, now $3| 8 &
F, FRBEEEAR, 6, It is so tall that ..., so---that--- g
—~H R, XPHE DL Cdadl el Ben” 7, the
rich, ripe fruit=the rich and ripe fruit, 8, Neither of
you could get the fruit alone; {{:»fﬁﬁ%}&ﬁ;}ﬁﬁ&ﬁi‘]i
Fo \ R



3. THE CLEVER SERVANT

This is an old story, It was first told long ago,
A'rich man wanted to make a journey to another town!,
He was a businessman, He wanted to take things to sell,
He also wanted to take gold to buy’ things with,? He
decided to take ten servants with him, They would carry
the things to sell and the gold, and also food to eat on
the journey, . .

He was a kind man, He said to one of his servants,

“You are the smallest, the thinnest and the weakest of
all my servants, You cannot carry a heavy load, You
must choose the lightest load to carry, ”

The servant thanked his master, He pointed to the
biggest load, Thic was the bread to eat on the journey,

His master said, “You are foolish, That is the big-
gest and heaviest load, ” But the servant lifted up the
load cheerfully and the journey began, They walked for
four hours, Then they stopped for a rest,® They all ate
some of the bread, Then there was less bread for the

7



servant to carry, Every day they ate more bread
and there was less bread to carry.! The servant’s load
grew smaller and lighter every day, At the end of® the

journey, the clever servant had nothing to carry,

NOTES

1, to make a journey to another town, #£|3 —3#
*3# 47, 2, to take gold to buy things with, &4 F+
E# %, 3, Then they stopped for a rest; K5, M
BT RHE, X2 for AT R, 4, Every day they ate
more bread and there was less bread to carry, ; — XX
—X, et man s, BFAA YT, 5, At the
end of--r; .- RE,



4. THE TIGER AND THE
SQUIRREL

Once upon a time there lived a proud and cantan~
kerous tiger who ruled supreme in a dense mountain forest!
and terrorized all the other animals in the widerness near—
by,

One day, the tiger found himself trapped in a hunter’s
net’, No matter how3hard he tried, he couldn’t free him-
self, Just as he was about to give up hope from exhaus—
tion*, he saw a squirrel bounding happily from one tree-
top to another, so he shouted at the top of his voice,

“Helpy Help1®” When the kind-hearted squirrel saw the
king of all animals trapped in the hunter’s net,she quick-
ly ran down a tree, scurried to the tiger, and gnawed
a big hole through the net, :

Freed®, the cruel tiger thought to himself, &What a
shame to have to ask, strong as I am,” a tiny squirrel to
help free me from the hunter’s trap, What if® the squir-
rel should tell the other animals back on the mountain

about what’s happenedf Why, my reputation would be

9



ruined for good° ;

No sooner thought than done.‘° The tiger brought
down his claws like lightning and roared, %Stopy Where
are you going?” He had no doubt that the squirrel had
turned to mincemeat by now!!, But when he lifted up his
paws, to his great surprise, he found nothing underneath,
Instead, he saw the squirrel sitting on a branch overhead,
her tail thrashing about briskly'®, Then the squirrel called
down to him,  “Mr, Tiger, will you please think a httle
of the favour you stlll owe me?” '

NOTES

1. ruled supreme in a dense mountain forest, £5 %
bk s & X E M ik, 2. found himself trapped in a
hunter’s net; R ¥ himself foif x4 994275 trapped in a
hunter’s net £ £ & %%, 3. No matter how., REE
< TR o 4. he was about to give up hope from exhaus-
tion, ; LK /B, R BLE LZ MR, be about to
do something 2% ¥F; give up #HXFHs from & T,
5, Helpl #& &1 6, Freed: piF 5. RdE5AM
et EkiEo 7, strong as | am; KB ARBEH, 4 as 3]
FikFREN NN, AFBREK, 8, What if -, 4%
I T #4%4He 9, for good; KA, 10, No sconer



