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Prometheus and Man

In the conflict between Cronus and Jupiter,
Prometheus had adopted the cause of the Olympian
deities. To him and his brother Epimetheus was now
committed the office of making man and providing him
and all other animals with the faculties necessary for
their preservation. Epimetheus proceeded to bestow
upon O the different animals the various gifts of
courage, strength, swiftness, and sagacity. Taking some
earth and kneading it with water, Prometheus made
man in the image of the gods. He gave him an upright
stature. Then since Epimetheus had been so prodigal
of his gifts to other animals that no blessing was left
worth conferring upon @ the noblest of creatures,
Prometheus ascended to heaven, lighted his torch at
the chariot of the sun, and brought down fire. But it
was only rather grudgingly that Jupiter granted
mortals the use of fire.

Then there came the occasion that when gods and

deity n i prodigal adj + 581

office n % blessing n B¥5

faculty n g&h chariot n MERLDIE | KF
sagacity n RE grudgingly adv 138t
knead v mortals n A

stature n ¥



men were in dispute at Sicyon concerning the
prerogatives of each, Prometheus, by an ingenious trick,
attempted to settle the question in favor of man.
Dividing into two portions a sacrificial bull, he wrapped
all the eatable parts in the skin, cunningly surmounted
with uninviting entrails; but the bones he garnished
with a plausible mass of fat. He then offered Jupiter
his choice. The king of Heaven, although he perceived
the intended fraud, took the heap of bones and fat, and
forthwith availing himself of this insult as an excuse
for punishing mankind, deprived the race of @ fire. But
Prometheus regained the treasure, stealing it from
Heaven in a hollow tube.

By Jove’s order @ Prometheus was chained to a rock
on Mount Caucasus, and subjected to @ the attack of
an eagle which, for ages, preyed upon his liver, yet
succeeded not in consuming it.

In his steadfastness to withstand the torment the
Titan @ was supported by the knowledge that in the
thirteenth generation there should arrive a hero, —
sprung from Jove himself, — to release him. And in
fullness of time the hero did arrive: none other than (5 ]
the mighty Hercules. @ No higher service, thinks this
radiant and masterful personage, remains to be
performed than to free the champion of mankind.

Thereupon he kills the eagle; and sets Jove’s victim
free.



prerogatives n X fraud n B

ingenious adj B8 forthwith adv %)
sacrificial adj #4E#RS avaii ... of §A
surmounted v A% consume v 1IZ¥%
entrails n BB steadfastness n B
garnished v ji L personage n EA
plausible adj ¥ &2 championn 3+
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© Epimetheus proceeded to bestow upon the
different animals the various gifts... | ...worth
conferring upon the noblest of creatures, ...
bestow sth upon /on sb BEREBEMTFEA > BNEXAE
The earth bestows upon us suitable living conditions which we
should treasure. ¥3R15 FRIVEBENEFTRM - BRAIFILEE -
i confer sth upon /on sb EREEMFTEN - —RIEHS
P RE
The university confers honorary doctoral degrees upon
distinguished figures of the community. AFERBE L2 UM T
e PR AL -

© The king of Heaven...deprived the race of fire.
deprive sb of sth B15EE AKX EFY - deprive BB 3T :

In some developing countries, the lack of funds has always
deprived children of their chance of education. FF— & kR E
R BEZBTR  IERNTTESHENNS -

They protest that they are deprived of their human rights. 44
MR T A

€& By Jove’s order... | ...the Titan was supported...
!...the mighty Hercules.

LED - BRSO ETOERRREPEN - BIERIEk
%y - a0 Jove B Jupiter - R By Jove's order B1& "R AR
S o By Jove ZFME BN G - FRIFF - X FER
|8 - 31%H Good heavens °

By Jove / Good heavens, you're a painter! I(#) | fRER2MER |
the Titans (RHEE ) RIEE 5 2 #4 (Uranus) ALK 448 (Gaea)
120 F2 o TUE titan —ARIBEERBHLFEREBMA ¢

He is a titan in the financial sector. b2 &RMAMEB L o



titanic (ad)) &= BXHAY - BAHY" -

Everybody was impressed by the titanic mountain range. #B#81%
BIEANLBKS ABCAMIE -

Hercules 2B ILF - WAL,  E—MIEANL - BF R

HFRERAA T Herculean / herculean - SR "FEEB 18" -
We have to make a herculean effort in order to complete the
task. BMNEMERABHA LRRIES -

@G Prometheus was...subjected to the attack of an
eagle...

GB sbissubjected to sth BIERABENESE - BRI eeS
Undisciplined soldiers are subjected to severe punishment.
TTEENEANEZ RS o

7t® is subjected to #is subject to

GE) sb/sthis subject to sth B E AL ERY AL T EETN
kAL

He is subject to attacks of influenza. #{RE 5B FRLT -
The programme is subject to change without prior notice. ¥ 8
AILABEEY B RK - BIRE A -
© ..none other than the mighty Hercules.
GB none other than %0 no other than —# * fi#{E"ER2 : £
2 BNEBTIEA  NRIES - ®RIST -

ft's none other than Mary! Aren't you studying in Canada?
RERZIF | FTR EAEMEAE B ?
They are talking to no other person than Mr Lee, the Legislative
Coundillor. RAEATIXIEMTRBIA » ERES AT KA o



The First Woman

The story (absurd enough!) is that Jupiter made the
first woman and sent her to Prometheus and his
brother, to punish them for their presumption in
stealing fire from heaven; and man, for accepting the
gift. This first human of the fair sex @ was named
Pandora. She was made in heaven, every god
contributing something to perfect her. Venus gave her
beauty, Mercury persuasion, Apollo music, etc. Thus
equipped, she was conveyed to earth and presented to
Epimetheus, who gladly accepted her, though cautioned
by his brother to beware of Jupiter and his gifts.
Epimetheus had in his house a jar, in which were kept
certain noxious articles, for which, in fitting man for
his new abode, he had had no occasion. Pandora was
seized with @ an eager curiosity to know what this jar
contained; and one day she slipped off the cover and
looked in. Forthwith there escaped a multitude of ©®
plagues for hapless man — such as gout, rheumatism,
and colic for his body, and envy, spite, and revenge for

presumption n K& hapless adj TEH)
noxious adj BE# gout n R

abode n 5 rheumatism n RUE
a multitude of kRH colic n &7

plague n X¥E spite n &R



his mind — and scattered themselves far and wide®.

Pandora hastened to replace the lid; but, alas! the whole

contents of the jar had escaped, one thing only excepted,

which lay at the bottom, and that was hope. So we see

at this day, whatever evils are abroad, hope never

entirely leaves us; and while we have that, no amount

of other ills can make us completely wretched.
Another story is that Pandora was sent in good faith,

by Jupiter, to bless man; that she was furnished with @

a box, containing her marriage blessing. She opened

the box incautiously, and the blessings

all escaped, hope only excepted. This

story seems more probable than

the former; for how could hope,

so precious a jewel as it is, have

been kept in a jar full of all

manner of evils, as in the

former statement?

wretched adj Eig incautiously adv B®1t
in good faith Kifi all manner of = every kind of



