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Passage 1

The great secret of life, 1 have discovered, is always to ap-.
pear busy, whether one is or not. \/){e}[g@)on for geasele% oc-
cupation is a consnderable asé%t in the eternal struggle to avoxd
domg what one doesnt % want to_dp How many patients
have 1 successfully fobb by informing them that I am far
too busy either to see or to speak to them at the moment? Such is
my reputation for hard work that the patients thus hg,uehgd"off,

at oncei %ﬁ atammer_ their apologies for having had the

temg’rlt rupt me in the first place.

Natural; i doctors are not the only ones to use this invalu-

able tggnc

The pollce, for instance, are past masters at it. Indeed, so busy

avoid unpleasant tasks such as obliging the public.

are they that—in my experience—they always claim that they
ought to be somewhere else than where they are now. This
means, of course, that they can never inyestigate fully the crime
to which they have been called, or arrest the culprit, for then
they would have to fill in all the forms, and would be even busi-
er.

That the police should be overwhelmingly busy is, alas. all -
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too plaauelble in this land of theft and assault It is just that, so
far at least, 1 have;nt dlscovered what it is the police are busy
with. The jealous afe hot ever jealous for the cause, says Emilia
in Othello, but they are jealous that they are jealous. The police
are busy that they are busy.

For example, last week a young man of the shaven-headed
and tgttg%ej—%éﬁded tribe arrived in our hospital complaining of
a headache. Shortly afterwards, his wife arrived in his wake,
whereupon—she being the s of hls hea ache in his opinion—
he beat her up in the cuﬁg as awaiting medical at-
tention. The nurses, who heard the punches raining down on her
face, ran to rescue her and called the police.

The police arrived comparatively promptly, but declared,
once the situation had been explained to them, that they were
too busy to do anything about it, and left. The night before, in-
?mdentélly, thé woman’s seven- year-old son (not by her husband)
had telephoned the police because step papa was stranglmg ma-

ma while simultaneously trying te fject her from the window.
This is what is known in technical terms as a domestic.

One swallow doesn e a summer, of course, nor one in-
stance of police dgr%\ctlon duty, incompetence, laziness and
stupidity a complete breakdown in law and order But in the
same week another young man, a drug a(?dlct oh mgﬁﬁ%éﬁvﬂ/sxéﬂ
observed stealing the possessions of a mentally subno
tient opposite, and then leaving the ward. The staff called the
police, not only giving his name and address, but the name 35d

address of th:e p_b_y\:_’);from which he cgliected his disgusting
drugs every day. It wouldn’t have required Sherlock Holmes to
apprghend him, even the unaided Dr Watson could have managed

9.
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The police duly turned up on our ward—three hours after
having been called. They agreed that, t@l'g_t_i_c_zll!x,speaking':\?t?
was an open and shut case, but unfortunately they were too busy

to pursue it.
“Busy with what?” asked one of the nurses.
“Serious crimes,” replied the police.

Committed by whom? By people such as the violent husband

and the drug addict, of course.

1. According to the writer, pretending to be extremely busy can
;;%;ake your colleagues admire you
B) make people believe you are a very capable person
() evade doing what you are really reluctant to do
D) endear yourself to your superiors
2. By saying “The police are past masters at it”in Line 3, Para-
graph 2, the writer means é . '2 .
A) the police were good at avoiding unpleasant tasks in the
past
B) the police seldom pretended to be busy in the past
C) the police never investigate fully the crime to which they
have been called
D) the police are extremely skilful in avoiding unpleasant
tasks
3. Which of the following statements is NOT true according to
the passage?
A) The young man of the shaven-headed and tattooed-handed
* 3



tribe was not in good relations with his wife.
B) The young man tried every means to get rid of his wife.
C) The young man punched his wife severely and repeatedly
in the hospital.
D) The police didn’t criticize the young man.
. The writer implies that the police didn’t pursue the case of the
drug addict because
A) no details about the drug addict can be provided
B) the drug addict is a dangerous madman
C) they are too lazy
D) Dr Watson could manage it himself
. The phrase “an open and shut case” in Line 3, Paragraph 7
means
A) an obvious case
B) a case which is extremely difficult to settle
C) a pending case

D) a civil case



P assage 2

Researchers at Washington University have invented a tech-
nique that could eliminate the majority of the $ 1,000, 000,000
lost to credit card m each year in the U. S.. It also could
change the way people and industries safeguard and auth ) icate
information.

The technique identifies “electronic fingerprints” of objects
that carry magnetically recorded data. It can provide positive
identification of any object or document that carries such magnet-
ic information—from credit cards, cardkeys, anq security cards
to music and data tapes and other computer software. The tech-
nique reads a unique magnetic signature that is virtually impossi-
ble for a @_{g_;;r to duplicate and can protect the recorded informa-
tion against taerering.

Ronald S. Indeck, associate professor of electrical engineer-
ing, and Marcel W. Muller, professor of electrical engineering,
discovered that all magnetic media are marked with a unique,
permanent magnetic signature that can be identified electronical-
ly. Scientists had thought that the ragdom arrangements of mil-

lions of magnetic microparticles that comprise magnetic informa-

* 5



tion devices were only a nuisance that corrupted the desired in-
formation. Each microparticle grain is one-500th the thickness of
a \stra‘nd of human hair. Instead, Indeck and Muller have proven
that the effects of this very randomness are permanently, elec-
tronically identifiable for each small region of a magnetic device.

Credit cards, for instance, have a magnetic stripe above the
owner’s signature, with three parallel lines that look like railroad
tracks and cross ties that contain the digital “ones and zeros” of
the credit card information. The magnetism is carried by iron ox-
ide particles—Tliterally rust dust-——encased in a plastic binder.
Each of the millions of tiny grains, scattered about like spattered
paint, is magnetic. L

Information is imprinted on the particles by magnetizir{g
them with a strong magnetic field.

The information is recognized and turned into an electrical
signal by a recording read head in the card reader. When a sales
clerk runs a credit card through a magnetic card reader, the re-
sult is a digital confirmation of the number that encodes the cred-
it card information: name, address, phone number, and whatev-
er other data the credit card company may want to know about
the customer. All the process does now is confirm the number.
Forgers who obtain the number, say from a sales slip, can repro-
duce it and easily fabricate a phony credit card. ,

Indeck and Muller found, however, that each credit card
stripe has a unique magnetic signature—its “fingerprint”—that is
nearly impossible to be duplicated on a different card. “We have
a method to authenticate the magnetic fingerprint,” Indeck ex-
plains. “The magnetic regions on a credit card will always be
recognizable; even a small patch of the magnetic stripe is unique,

. 6o



iy
and no other card in the world has a patch on it just like that.
With one swipe, a clerk will be able to get both the card infor-
mation and a magnetic fingerprint. This will eliminate fraud
since the criminal can copy the account information, but in no
way will he or she be able to copy the unique arrangement of mil-
lions of microparticles that give the magnetic signature. ”

The likelihood of reproducing the magnetic fingerprint is
virtually nil, Muli‘er indicates, because the number of possible
particle arrangements is unimaginably large. “The amount of da-
ta a forger would have to store is incredible. It would take thou-
sands of years to fabricate a successful forgery. 1f anybody can

do that, they deserve to reproduce the card. ”

1. The passage is mainly about
A) a new technique that can prevent credit card forgery
B) a new credit card that can not be duplicated
C) how forgers fabricate credit cards
D) how professors Indeck and Muller detect credit card forg-
ers
2. In the last sentence of the second paragraph, the word “tam-
pering” most probably means
A) damaging
B) stealing
C) falsifying
D) fading
3. Which of the following can effectively prevent credit card
forgery?
A) Name.



B) Phone number.

C) Address.

D) Electronic fingerprint.

. According to the passage, which of the following statements

about magnetic microparticles is NOT true?

A) They are haphazardly arranged.

B) They are visible to the naked eyes.

C) They are identifiable electronically.

D) They can be imprinted with information.

. By saying “If anybody can do that, they deserve to reproduce

the card” in the last sentence, the writer means

A) credit card forgers are forgivable

B) there is little likelihood of fabricating the magnetic finger-
print of a credit card

C) a person is praiseworthy if he can produce the magnetic
fingerprint of a credit card

D) fabricating a successful credit card forgery usually takes a

long time.
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Now which are the animals really to be pitied in captivity? I

have already given a partial answer to this question: In the first

. plage, thgse clever and highly developed beings whose lively

- méht'ality and urge for activity can find no outlet behind the bars

. A
of the cage. Furthermore, all those animals which are ruled by

strong-dgives that capnot be satisfied in captvity. This is most

conspicuous, even for the uninitiated, in the case of animals)-.
ar Ao st ~

which, when living in a free state, are accustomed {o’roe{éﬁn’g ‘
st

about widely and therefore have a forresposdingly strong drive

for ldscomotion. Owing to this frustrated- desire, foxes and

P S

wolves housed, in many old-fashioned zoos, in cages which are
far too small, arg among the most pitiable of all caged animals.
Another piteous scene, seldom noticed by ordinary_zoo visi- ,
) 73 1
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tors, is gpacted by some species of swans at migeation t1me.7\

These creatures, like most other water fowl, are in zoos general-

: “ly rendered ipcapeble of flight by the operation of “pinioning”
e o

that is the aMputation of the wing bone at the metacarpal joint.
R S T ——

The birds never really grasp that they can fly no more and they

try again and again. [ do not like pinioned water birds; the miss-

. Q.



ing tip of one wing and the still gdder picture that the bird
makes when it spreads its wings spoil ‘most of my pleasure in it,
even if it belongs to one of tho\sg’s_;;écies which do not suffer
mentally by the mutilation.

Though pinioned swans generally seem happy and signify
their contentment, under proper care, by hafclﬁng and rearing
their young without any trouble, at migration time things be-
come different ; the swans repeatedly swim to the lee side of the
pond, in order to have the whole extent of its surface at their
disposal when trying to take off against the wind. All the while,
their sonorous flying calls can be heard as they try to rise, and
again and again the grand preparations end in a pathetic flutter of
the one and half wings; a truly sorry picture!

But of all animals that suffer under the inefficient methods
of many zoological gardens, by far the most unfortunate are
those mentally alert creatures of whom we have spoken above.
These, however, rarely awaken the pity of the zoo visitor, least
of all when such an originally highly intelligent animal has dete-
_riorated, under the influence of close confinement, into a crazy
idiot, a very caricature of its former self. I have never heard an
exclamation of sympathy from the onlookers in the parrot house.
Sentimental old ladies, the fanatical sponsors of the Societies for
Prevention of Cruelty to Animals, have no compunction in keep-
ing a grey parrot or cockatoo in a relatively small cage; or even
chained to a perch. Now these larger species of the parrot tribe
are not only clever but mentally and bodily uncommonly viva-
cious; and, together with the large corvines, they are probably
the 6nly birds which can suffer from that state of mind, common
to prisoners, namely boredom. But nobody pities these pathetic

« 10 -



