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BEIJING NORMAL
UNIVERSITY PRESS
BEIJING, CHINA

On behalf of the United States In-
formation Agency, I congratulate the
Beijing Normal University Press on
its decision to reprint the books that
will constitute the series “A Treasury
of English Teaching Materials. ”

Each of these titles, originally pub-
lished by USIA, offers a student the
opportunity to improve his or her
knowledge of American English, and
learn more about the culture, cus-
toms and history of the United
States. Teachers will find this mate-
rial a useful supplement to the Eng-
lish language curriculum in China’ s

high schools and colleges.
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USIA is committed to the improve-
ment of understanding between the
United States and the People’ s Re-
public of China. A key to better mu-
tual understanding is for Chinese citi-
zens to be able to communicate effec-
tively in English, and for Americans
to become proficient in the Chinese
language.

This book and the others in this se-
ries will help prepare China’s stu-
dents for the competitive world of in-
ternational commerce and cross-cul-
tural contact for which a knowledge

of English is essential.

Sincerely,

Joseph Duffey

Director
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CHAPTER 1

I was born the 30th of November, 1835, in the
almost invisible village of Florida, Missouri. My
parents removed to Missouri in the early’thirties; 1
do not remember just when, for I was not born
then and cared nothing for such things. The village
contained a hundred people and I increased the
population by one per cent. It is more than many of
the best men in history could have done for a
town. There is no record of a person doing as
much—— not even Shakespeare. But I did it for
Florida.

Recently someone in Missouri has sent me a
picture of the house I was born in. Heretofore 1
have always stated that it was a palace but I shall
be more careful now.

The village has two streets , each a couple of
hundred yards long , covered with stiff black mud in
wet times , deep dust in dry . Most of the houses
were of logs . There were none of brick and none of
stone . There was a log church , which was a

schoolhouse on week days . There were two stores

2



1=

T 1835 4 11 A 30 HAETHFEMK
—AMILFEARMBRRA G Z Bk, BAHE
1 30 SERAVT R F R EM ; RACH 5 Y1 H
T, BENHRETE MK A HBAROXEKH
#%. XHFHE 100 MER, MRUEEHA
AWmMTESZ—. THHEEFBREHA
10— AR R EA K. MRAID
BERAHIEEBDX— & ET L HERATT,
BRA N ZEAHET .

BT H ANE G RFHR KR A AT
FERRERTHRAE . EXZH, RELER
RE—BER, BRERTHBM AT,

 HEARERE, BAEREEK, WM
— KA BRE ST, TEREUEEN
—RIEEH R KA FRREAR R A
ARABRVREHHEE. B ERARENY
%, THAfERE. HEARUER. RAR



in the village. My uncle owned one of them. It was
very small, with a few rolls of cloth; a few barrels
of salt fish, coffee, and sugar, brooms, axes, and
other tools here and there; a lot of cheap hats and
tin pans strung from the walls. At the other end of
the room there were bags of shot, a cheese or two,
and a barrel or so of whisky. If a boy bought five or
ten cents’ worth of anything he was entitled to a
handful of sugar from the barrel; if a woman
bought a few yards of cloth she was entitled to
some thread; if a man bought something he was at
liberty to swallow as big a drink of whisky as he

wanted.

CHAPTER 2

My uncle was also a farmer, and his place was
in the country four miles from Florida. I have not
come across a better man than he was. I was his
guest for two or three months every year, from the
fourth year after we removed to Hannibal until I
was eleven or twelve years old.

It was a heavenly place for a boy, that farm.

The house was a double log one, with a spacious
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floor (roofed in) connecting it with the kitchen. In
the summer the table was set in the middle of that
shady and breezy floor, and the wonderful

well, it makes me cry to think of them.

meals

The farmhouse stood in the middle of a very
large yard and the yard was fenced on three sides;
against these stood the smoke-house; beyond were_
the fruit trees and beyond them the Negro quarters
and the tobacco fields. Down a way from the house
stood a little log cabin against the fence, and there

.the woody hill fell sharply away to a brook which
sang along over its stony bed and curved in and out
and here and there in the deep shade of
overhanging greenery — a divine place for going
in barefoot, and it had swimming pools, too , which
were forbidden to us and therefore much
frequented by us . For we were little Christian
children and had early been taught the value of
forbidden fruit.

In the little log cabin lived a bedridden white-
headed slave woman whom we visited daily and
looked upon with wonder, for we believed she was
upward of a thousand years old and had talked
with Moses. We called her “Aunt” Hannah. Like
the other Negroes, she was deeply religious.

All the Negroes were friends of ours. We had



