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Foreword

In my family, | often do the writing, having the
propensity towards this art. Every member has en-
trusted me to write the foreword for PEN, knowing
that I’ I remain true to them as well as to everyone
of you.

Simply put, PEN is a radio network that teaches
English through interesting conversations and music.
In every lesson, Patrick and | will discuss issues
relevant to our lives and to today’s world. We want
to share our Iaugh{ers as well as our worries and
secrets with all of you. From slang to famous
quotes, we will teach you English that you can apply
to everyday life.

| would also like you to learn from Patrick. At
age 13, my brother broke his neck in a fateful diving
accident which paralyzed him from the chest down.
But through hard work and determination, he be-
came the youngest Stanford University Ph.D. candi-

date and a proud recipient of former President
1



George Bush’' s Presidential Academic Fitness
Award. Later, at 18 he donated his entire life’s
savings to establish a scholarship foundation in our
home town, Beilun, Ningbo.

My family draws much from Patrick. And now
we want to share this rare treasure with more peo-
ple.

Through PEN, you will not only learn English but
will better understand humanity, the power of the
human spirit, and the importance of faith. And most
of all, you will discover your own worth and poten-
tial. Patrick and | hope that you will take away from

PEN what we’ ve put into it--our love, strength, and
support.

Sincerely,

Michelle Chang

Patrick Chang’s sister, PEN’s co-host
January 26 1996
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Lesson 1

Edutainment

The Education:

What’s up your sleeve?

Edutainment!

Making learning fun.

Brunch.

The Entertainment:

Michelle:

Patrick:

Michelle:

Patrick:

Michelle:

Patrick:

Michelle:

Patrick:

So, this is our {irst class. I'm sure our listeners
and students want to know how you’re going to
teach them English.

Of course. I've thought of a very interesting way
of teaching English.

Come on. Tell vs!

PEN is--

Wait, before we go on, what does PEN stand
for?

PENis an acronym. P is for Patrick; E is for
English, and N is for Network.

Why is your show a network, not a program?
Because 1 have high hopes for my show. 1 hope

that it will reach many people and 1'll have a lot
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Michelle:

Patrick:
Michelle:
Patrick:
Michelle:
Patrick:
Michelle:
Patrick:
Michelle:
Patrick:
Michelle:
Patrick:

Michelle:

Patrick:

of listeners.

Very ambitious! But as I said before, something
must be different about your show to set it apart
from so many other English radio programs. So
what’ s up your sleeve?

Well, I was just going to tell everyone what ' s up
my sleeve, but you cut me off.

Oh, sorry.

PEN is what you call edutainment.
Edutainment!? 1 don’t think [’ ve ever seen this
word in the dictionary!

Edutainment, simply put, is making learning
fun.

Really? How do you make learning fun?

Simple. In my show, not only do I teach English,
but I also talk about newsworthy and interesting
topics.

So, it’s like a talk show.

Exactly. But you also learn English at the same
time.

How?

Well, I'll teach new phrases and words at the
beginning of each show and use them repeatedly in
our conversation.

So the listeners must pay close attention to our
conversation.

Yes and no. For those who want to learn English,

they must listen carefully. But for those who just
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Michelle:

Patrick:

Michelle:

Patrick:
Michelle:
Patrick:

Michelle:

Patrick:

Michelle:
Patrick:
Michelle:
Patrick:

want to be entertained, they can just relax and
enjoy our program.

Why do we have to speak both languages in our
show?

It’s because I want to reach a wide audience:
those who want to learn English and those who
just want to have some fun.

Oh, I understand. To have direct translation,
people can compare both languages. Maybe people
who want to learn Chinese can also listen to our
show.

That’s an intriguing but not a very practical idea.
Why?

Because I don’t think our Chinese is good enough
to teach other people.

Thanks for the vote of confidence. I don’t think
my Chinese is that poor. Anyway, are you going
to have an instruction book so people can review
the lessons?

Every month, I'm going to publish a book which
will capture the month’s topics and lessons. So
my listeners can review as well as read for enter-
tainment .

I think we should also have a mailbox!

Good suggestion.

So people can write to us about ANYTHING!
Any questions about English, the American cul-

ture, or personal problems!



