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ABSTRACT

This book consists of Introduction, Conclusion and eight chapters.
It centers on the origin of market and historical formation of marketplaces
in the multi ~ ethnic regions of southwest China.

Introduction offers a discussion about the research subject, its main
arguments, research methods and material sources. The author also
gives a primary review of some important literatures both within China
and abroad.

Chapter One discusses the origin of primitive exchange and some

" assistant exchange" , " gift ex-

primary exchange patterns such as
change" and "silence exchange". In addition, the author expounds the
forming of primitive currency in this chapter.

Using the cases from minority areas in southwest China, and ethno-
graphic data from other regions outside China, the author in Chapter Two
tries to develop her own view by offering analyses that are based on the
achievements made by predecessors, especially those by Professor Lu
Xun. Her points of views include, for example,‘ there are two possible
patterns in the origin of marketplace : one is " exchange — fair" , the oth-
er, "silence exchange ".

Chapter Three discusses the economic background of ethnic south-



west China, including its special geographical and ecological environ-
ment , multi — ethnic symbiosis and various living patterns, trans — ethnic
economic exchange in the mountain - plain area and in the agriculture -
pasturage area.

Chapter Four, "the Formation and Characteristic of Marketplace in
the Ethnic Southwest" , analyzes influences of natural environment and
economic — cultural patterns in the southwest China over the forming of
marketplace, pointing out the complicated interconnection between
them. It also gives a brief account of the history of marketplaces in the
ethnic Southwest, untangling the tempo — spatial density of the regular
marketplace in those regions. The author believes that the marketplace
in the multi — ethnic Southwest is different from that in other regions in
China. Such difference has much to do with local history and interac-
tions between ethnic cultures. Tempo — spatial density of regular market
place is another important aspect.

Chapter Five, Six, Seven and Eight dealt with the historical forma-
tion of the marketplaces in southwest ethnic area, through typologized
descriptions and analyses. The author holds that the aspects of geogra-
phy, ecology, culture, social and ethnic relations can explain the back-
ground complexity in Southwest China, making the historical formation of
local marketplaces extremely complicated. A generalization 6f such his-
torical formation will lead to several " types" , which are the types of "lo-
cal — product" , " distributing center" , " festivity" , " temple — fair",
" administrative — center" , " military - fortress" and " transportation cen-

"

ter", seven in all. No doubt, these are only ideal types. Some types are

the product of interaction of more than one factor. The increased scale of



some marketplaces, for example, is possibly due to the fact that products
come from the local area; besides, it also involves the conditions of
transportation.

To finalize, the author further develops her arguments from the ori-
gin of marketplace to its historical formation; further clarifies the point
on the possible double origins of marketplace and its multiple channels of
formation. In addition, the research value and practical significance of
this study on marketplaces of Ethnic sonthwest china are emphasized in

the Conclusion.

KEY WORDS: Primitive Exchange
Origin of Marketplace
Regular Marketplace
Historical Formation

Types of Marketplace
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