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Preface

Zhu Weizheng

Those who'd like to know the culture exchanges between the
eastern and western world should cast their eyeballs to the history of
Xujiahui.

A Chinese saying goes: " the greatness of a man lends glory to a
place.” This sentence may not so suitable to be used as it is used to
describe the history of Xujiahui. Xujiahui was still an ordinary village in
Shanghai's suburb, which is one of a third-level-county in Jiangsu until
the late of Ming dynasty. Not until the end of Ming dynasty did it
become renowned. Those people from home and abroad who concern
about the history of the inter-exchange between "western thoughts and
cultures”, "western religions" and the Chinese traditional culture will all
know about Xujiahui, for here came forth an outstanding person — Xu
Guanggqi.

Xu Guangqi past away in his seventies in the sixth year of
Emperor Chongzhen period in Ming dynasty(1633). Before the day of
his death, he had been promoted as a sub-assistant savant of Wen Yuan
cabinet. However, during the 17 years' ptesidency of Zhu You-jian, the
last emperor of Ming dynasty, the savants of the cabinet had been
replaced up to more than 50 people. So to speak, Xu Guanggi's fame
isn't due to his high position in the officialdom. As a matter of fact,
after he had been a Jin Shi(a successful candidate in the highest imperial
examinations)in his mid-age, he couldn't see good fortune in his
politician life. He had to retreat to Tianjin and took up the work in the
fields and contributed to composing the famous works of applied
science such as " Complete Collection on Agticulture”. In his late time,
he was taken up by the government as Ming government was facing the
double pressure from the rebel of the common people and the betrayal
of the Manchuria. During this time, Ming government was rather weak
inside, although he once strongly recommend "cannons from the west"
be introduced to confront to the offending army of Qing, and also he
once held the amendment of "almanac" to try to reestablish the
emperor’s prestige which had already no more existed among the
common people.However, all he had done worked little. Ten years after
his death, Ming dynasty met its end together with Chongzhen's suicide.

So to speak, the reason that Xu Guangqi was called respectfully as
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