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In the last years of the Shang Dynasty,

Emperor Zhou was very fatuous and
self-indulgent. A great drought happened,
lasting for three years, and the Dragon
King in the East Sea also often came
out to make trouble. So, the common

people’s life was extremely miserable.
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Li Jing, the general commander at

Chentang Pass on the side of the East Sea,

was burning with anxiety all day long.
Another thing that had been worrying him
was his wife did not give birth to a child

even after three-year pregnancy.




“Your lady has delivered her child! Your lady

has delivered her child!” The servant girl ran

to tell Li Jing in panic one day.
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Li Jing found his wife had fainted, and to

his great surprise, what she delivered was a
scarlet flesh ball. Considering the long

drought, he concluded that it must be a jinx.
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Li Jing raised his treasured sword to hack the flesh ball.
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When the sharp sword cut into the flesh ball, it
suddenly began to whirl, looking transparent
and glittering, and sent out golden light, rings

upon rings. By now, his wife also woke up.
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The baby grew very fast‘,kahd in a short
while, it stood up, opened his eyes,
yawned, stretched his little arms, looked
at L1 Jing and his wife, and cried clearly,
“Papa,Papa,Mom,Mom.” The family

began to cheer happily at the scene.
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At this moment, a white-bearded old man
riding a crane descended from the sky, and
it turned out to be God Taiyi, an immortal
from Heaven,“General Li and Your Lady, I
congratulate you on getting a dear son. This
child is a lucky fruit of heaven and earth,

and he will bring peace to the world. Please

let him be my pupil!” Li Jing and his wife were

very glad.
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Taiyi gave the baby a name, “Nezha”,

and offered him two treasures, one was

a gold ring called “Qiankun Ring” (in
Chinese, “qiankun” means the
universe), and the other a long pie
of damask silk called “Huntian Silk”
(“huntian” means “heaven” in
Chinese). They were said to be
god-given treasures in the

universe, and would protect

Nezha. After making clear all it A Sont
the matter, God Taiyi flew away riding

his crane.
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Nezha was rejoiced. One day,Nezha

and his little fellow were playing at the
sea front. Suddenly, boiling waves
came up in the sea, and on the crest
were standing the yaksha and his
shrimp soldiers and crab generals.
Without saying anything, they lifted a
wave to swallow Nezha’s little friend
into the sea. It turned out that they
came to catch a child to offer to the

Dragon King as his refection.
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