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This album is the second photography collection by China Photography Press for Mr Zhao Zhigiang. To our rejoicing,
Mr Zhao, in the last three years, has accumulated so many new artistic works of photography since the publication

of his first album, many of which are great.

Three or four years ago, introduced and recommended by photographer, Cheng Changfen, | knew Mr Zhao by name
and admired some of his works. Later, | learned from friends that Mr Zhao is from the city of Dongyang in central
Zhejiang Province, and he is also Deputy Director of Propaganda Department of Municipal Party Committee of
Dongyang, Chief Editor of Dongyang Daily, who is keen on photography.

Since the 1980s  Mr Zhao has been taking up the career as a journalist, and has had more than one hundred
photography works published in many magazines and newspapers in China. Meanwhile, he has tried meaningful
exploration into this field. Since 1996, he has transferred his focus to art photography. He joined a group of
photographers on its journey to Sichuan to collect source material for creatiom. And ever since, he has been on fire
for photography creation. He took advantage of every opportunity available to create. So far he has been to places
like Taiwan Tibet, Heilongjiang, etc in China, and countries and regions like USA Russia, Western Europe, and

Southeast Asia.

Mr Zhao is an outstanding organizer of photography activities, and a social activist as well. He is member of China
Photographers Association, member of the Executive Council of Zhejiang Photographers Association, Deputy Chairman
of Municipal Literacy Federation of Dongyang, and member of the Standing Committee of the CPPCC Municipal
Committee of Dongyang. Recently he has been appointed Deputy Secretary—General Zhejiang Photographers Association .
Not only is he devoted to his creation, he has also united a great number of photography lovers, and aroused more
and more people’s interest in photography. They learn from each other by
exchanging views on skills of photography. This is a brief introduction to his

experience as a photographer .

As | guess, Mr Zhao got to know Cheng Changfen, a well—known photogra—
pher in 1996 on his journey to Sichuan, who has greatly influenced his later
creation, and guided him following the path of art photography creation. In the
early summer of 2002, Mr Zhao's first collection of photography works was
published by China Photography Press. The elderly chairman, Gao Fang entitled

his album. Later on his works were exhibited in Zhejiang Exhibition Hall. I,
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together with some friends from photography circle and the news media
went to Hanzhou specially to congratulate him on his success. Once again
| got some idea of the verve in his works. That was the first time | had
met Mr Zhao. At that moment there was a grand scene of a great gathering
of distinguished guests. Obviously Mr Zhao's works attracted much attention .

I"d like to seize the opportunity to make comments on the present situation
of art creation. In my view, at present many photographers are in puzzle—
ment where their creation is heading for. The phenomenon is commonly
existing among the photographers in China. As a result, lots of films have been wasted. Obviously, if you are

eager for quick success and instant benefit., you can never produce great works. What's worse, it will cause your
mental suffering, because the process of art creation is actually a process of inner experience. What Mr Zhao'
s works impress us most is that almost all his works give us a peaceful and harmonious atmosphere, which can
be found in the imposing plateaus in the west of China as well as in the picturesque landscape of the south of
the Changjiang River. His works are a mirror of his peaceful inner world. It has been proved statistically that if
you input 40 000 Tang poems into the computer, the word ‘'mountain” was found to appear most frequently in
the poems, which implies that the chief theme of traditional Chinese culture is nature. Mr Zhao expressed the

theme in the form of art in his works.

At present the chief problem in creation is that views on power of expression differ. As is known to all, the
photography technology has experienced a long process, from manual depiction to mechanical depiction, including
the digital technology. As a matter of fact, from the time photography was invented till it became an independent
art, cameramen have been seeking to strengthen the power of expression of photography, because compared with
other forms of art like painting, photography has its own limitations. Therefore, most photographers are making
lifelong efforts to achieve the goal. When | saw the sample book of the album Capturing Light and Shadow
compared to the former one, the album was found better bound, and the artistic conception shown in the works
was more perfect, which | think benefited from his understanding and exploration of the power of expression of
art. The album is considered to be a crystallization of Mr Zhao's hard work and creativity. Finally, | want to
express my congratulations on the publication of his new album, 6 and let’s wish him greater success in his art

creation|

Cheng Shen
August 2005,Beijing
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