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B 1. Reading/Listening/Writing ’:ﬁ

' Directions >

For this task, you will first have 3 minutes to read a passage about an academic topic. You may take

notes on the passage if you wish. The passage will then be removed and you will listen to a lecture

about the same topic. While you listen, you may also take notes.

You will then have 20 minutes to write a response to a question that asks you about the relationship
between the lecture you heard and the reading passage. Try to answer the question as completely as
possible using information from the reading passage and the lecture. The question does not ask you to
express your personal opinion. You will be able to see the reading passage again when it is time for

you to write. You may use your notes to help you answer the question.

Typically, an effective response will be 150 to 225 words. Your response will be judged on the quality
of your writing and on the completeness and accuracy of the content. If you finish your response

before time is up, you may click on Next to go on to the second writing task.

Now you will see the reading passage for 3 minutes. Remember it will be available to you again when
you write. Immediately after the reading time ends, the lecture will begin, so keep your headset on

until the lecture is over.

r Reading Passage

sl

Some economists are sure that happiness can be measured, at least on a comparative basis, and that
these measurements provide a basis for policy. This view is based on opinion surveys, which have
been belatedly discovered by economists with all the thrill of “the shock of the new”. A good summary

is provided by two Swiss economists, Bruno Frey and Alois Stutzer.

International comparisons produce some weird results. Austria is rated as the least happy western
country with an index of 6.51 and Denmark the happiest with an index of 8.16. Nigeria comes out
above Austria. Despite these offbeat examples, reported well-being does vary with income — but only
up to a point. People living in poor countries become happier with increasing average per capita income.
Within a single developed country, better-off people report themselves as being more satisfied with

life than poorer citizens. Nevertheless, among the richer nations, increases in average income

: .1.
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contribute little to well-being. Well-being peaked in the US in the late 1960s, despite a large sub-

sequent increase in real incomes.

Some economists have used these results as egalitarian debating points. If, below a certain level, people’s
well-being reflects their relative position, why not redistribute incomes so that those in the middle or at

the bottom no longer feel such intense “relative deprivation”?

A new resuli reported by Frey is that federalism and direct democracy contribute to personal happiness.
The idea is that people enjoy being able to determine policies directly through referenda and small-

scale government.

S Narrator .

Now listen to part of a lecture on the topic you just read about.

g Question

1] 2

Summarize the points made in the lecture you just heard, explaining how they cast doubt on points
made in the reading.
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It’s believed that you will never feel happy if you spend a lot of time thinking about how to

obtain it. Happiness is like economic growth and will be obtained when you are open-minded
and not obsessive with it.

Although some economists have reached the conclusion “that happiness can be measured, at least
on a comparative basis, and that these measurements provide a basis for policy”, the speaker puts

forward his doubt from several aspects.

To begin with, the speaker believes opinion surveys aren’t quite reliable. They’re usually based
on questions such as “Taking all things together, would you say that you are very happy, pretty
happy or not too happy?” The speaker thinks that it’s quite doubtful whether these questions

could be effective or even valid.

Second, as for the opinion of redistributing incomes so that those people in the middle or at the
bottom could also feel happy, the speaker holds that the median citizens might suffer from the

loss of self-esteem despite their incomes increase.

¢ Third, according to the speaker, the reason why the Swiss economists could reach the conclu-
- sion that “federalism and direct democracy contribute to personal happiness” is that it’s based
?i on a regional study.

E Finally, the speaker cites the novel by Huxley as an example to show the author is just as unre-

- alistic as these economists in searching for happiness.

The professor doesn’t believe happiness is something that can be measured through opinion
surveys, as happiness studies of this kind are usually based on very general questions like “Taking
all things together, would you say that you are very happy, pretty happy or not too happy?”,

which cannot be trusted to lead to accurate conclusions.

He also doubts that the results of opinion surveys can be used for egalitarian arguments. Egali-
tarianism may bring happiness to the poor, but the situation of the median citizens becomes
rather tricky. They will feel happier as the richer are made as “poor” as they; however, at the
same time they will suffer loss in their happiness as the poorer become equally rich. And it’s

. hard to prove that the gain to their happiness could offset the loss to their own self-esteem.

- Neither is he convinced that federalism and direct democracy can promote personal happiness.
- The conclusions are drawn by some Swiss economists through a cantonal study, and it’s doubt-

&
=

ful to what extent the conclusions can be representative.

In the professor’s opinion, happiness studies of this kind cannot be taken serious. Some serious
efforts have been made by Aldous Huxley in happiness research, which makes the professor
believe that there are no happiness drugs without any side-effects.
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r Listening script

gap
¥ Professor

Are you happy? The odds are that if you spend a lot of time pondering this question, you are not.

Happiness, like economic growth, is best achieved by not aiming obsessively for it.

This world-wise view has recently been challenged by some economists who are sure that happiness
can be measured, at least on a comparative basis. Although I welcome the addition of opinion survey
to the all too limited toolbox of applied economics, I still question whether these happiness studies
show what they are supposed to. Surveys are normally based on questions such as “Taking all things
together, would you say that you are very happy, pretty happy or not too happy?”



18 1l &0

Some economists have used these results as egalitarian debating points. However, as far as I know, no
one has demonstrated that the gains to the median citizen from soaking the rich would offset any loss
to his or her own self-esteem from leveling up the poor. One researcher also reported that federalism
and direct democracy contribute to personal happiness. It is hardly surprising that the Swiss econo-

mists should come to such conclusions, which are based on a cantonal study.

If we take the happiness research seriously, we shall have to go all the way towards Brave New World.
This was a novel by Aldous Huxley, published in 1932. The people in his New World take a drug,
“soma” at any sign of waning happiness. Throughout his life Huxley was looking for drugs that could
bring on delightful feelings without an unfortunate kickback. He ended up by recommending mescalin.
But to the best of my knowledge there are still no happiness drugs devoid of side-effects.

/——wﬁ}
!

B 2. Independent Writing

g Directions TS

For this task, you will write an essay in response to a question that asks you to state, explain, and
support your opinion on an issue. You will have 30 minutes to plan, write, and revise your essay.

Typically, an effective essay will contain a minimum of 300 words. Your essay will be judged on the
quality of your writing. This includes the development of your ideas, the organization of your essay,

and the quality and accuracy of the language you use to express your ideas.
If you finish your essay before time is up, you may click on Next to end this section.
When you are ready to continue, click on the Next icon.

Read the question below. You have 30 minutes to plan, write, and revise your essay. Typically, an

effective response will contain a minimum of 300 words.

r Question

iamp

Different people may prefer different learning styles when they attend class. While someone learns
best in an entertaining and enjoyable way, others learn best in a serious and formal way. Which of
these two learning styles do you prefer? Give specific reasons to support your answer.
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In any college or university, attending classes is a very essential way for students to obtain
knowledge and get educated. They make progresses with the process of classroom importation.
Classes, which can be presented in two different styles, respectively speaking, the serious way
and the entertaining way, assume to produce sharply different results. Personally, I strongly
support an entertaining and enjoyable style, even though I have been educated in the former

system from the very beginning of my school.

The weak points of the serious style of learning are very obvious. Teachers dominate the whole
period of the class from the beginning till the end, and students are discouraged to put forward
their opinions whether they agree or disagree with what the teachers say. In some cases, when a
few braver students do want to stand up and present their views, they need a long time of pre-
meditation to gather up enough courage so as to break the quiet atmosphere and cut the teachers
short. Even though they do stand up, all these pre-efforts have significantly weakened the effect,
and for good reasons, the extreme constraint prevents them from expressing their opinion freely
and clearly. Actually, different opinions are not welcomed in this class. Students are only ex-
pected to take in what the teacher teaches, and they are not expected to participate in the class

actively.

Things are quite different in the other class learning style. The enjoyable class encourages par-
ticipation and usually provides students more than what they’ve expected. A joke may inspire

. students’ interest and enthusiasm and as a result what they learn may impress them more deeply. 5
/ i
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A drastic debate may prompt them to learn from one another. In this kind of class students are
motivated by the pleasure of study. Not only can students learn the knowledge in books, but they

can also be encouraged and inspired by the enjoyable and entertaining classroom atmosphere. A

light heart is always helpful.

Eri5d

I prefer entertaining and enjoyable classes in which I can definitely learn better. Enjoyable classes
can hold my attention on the subject and make me really interested in what the teacher has to
say. I will be following the teacher voluntarily, thinking about things he/she has said and giving
responses. In a word, I will be much more actively involved in the class. Points made in such

classes will be more. impressive; besides, I am more willing to learn. I may have internalized the

messages without even being aware of it. Serious and formal classes, on the other hand, easily
get me bored. Even if I try really hard, I won’t be able to concentrate my mind. Then I will feel
guilty and frustrated. Il lose interest in the subject and confidence in myself. In entertaining
classes I will also feel much more relaxed, which I believe is the best mental state for receiving
new information. It’s also easier for me to be elicited and inspired. Serious and formal classes

| nevertheless make me nervous and easily tired out.

In entertaining classes the teacher will be doing a better job as he/she as well will feel more
relaxed, interested and confident. He/she will be eager to convey his/her messages and will find
better ways of doing it. Most of the other students, I believe, will feel the same, who also play an
important role in my learning process in class. Their active participation will be a great boost to
my enthusiasm, and vice versa. Thus a positive interaction mechanism will be formed between

teacher and students and among students themselves. What happens in serious and formal classes?

The teacher feels awkward as he/she knows the class is boring and the students are not listening.
And the class will be an ordeal to the students. As the class ends, both sides end up feeling

frustrated.

I will never be late for entertaining classes while I'll always be finding excuses for not attending

a serious class. I learn far better in enjoyable classes in which I can really enjoy.

s e EIiSd §
g

Different people may prefer different learning styles when they attend class. While some learn
best in an entertaining and enjoyable way, others learn best in a serious or formal way. Some can
learn best by using several methods simultaneously. But many will have a preferred way.

Take language learning for example. Some people like to see the written word, and remember
the sound from what they see. Others like to hear a phrase spoken in context and remember from
the context. Others like to analyze the grammar of a language and can best acquire their skills

B .
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through a grammatical approach. Most will select a method and then write down the key or

important words and phrases on paper in order to help and prompt the memory.

My own preference is for a very informal approach. As a language teacher, it has been a regular
experience that spoken language learning is the key to development, grammar and spelling are
important, but confidence in speaking is the skill which opens the most doors. One of my clear
experiences has been when talking to a student in the bar, restaurant, bus or underground subway,
their ability in the language is far superior to their ability to speak in the classroom. This leads
me to conclude that the most relaxed and casual atmosphere is likely to bring the best results. So
instead of staying in the classroom, I usually take my students to some place where the relaxed
and casual atmosphere exists such as the playground in the school or the park when I guide them
to practise their oral English. If for some reason, I cannot take them out of the classroom, I will

try to create the most relaxed and casual atmosphere to ask the students to talk in English.

The disadvantage of the informal approach is that it may create confusion in those who have
particularly ordered minds, and insist on being taught. This is particularly true in highly ordered
societies. An example is a situation where some teachers using an informal approach will invite
other teachers or parents to attend their teaching period. The result can be that the visitors can
observe the students have a lot of fun, but be very concerned that there has not been any visible
or structured lesson. It can even lead to conflict between course designers, colleagues and par-
ents and such conflict will leave the student confused.

However, on balance, I prefer the informal and entertaining approach. This may not satisfy

’{ some institutional needs, but it generally meets the needs of the student in my opinion.
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AR, ANSHREBECNZIMME, MAE™MEE FZITLLNMIRE. Sk, 2ERTH
BBV . BB =RIFE LB MEE AR R EN NN S SEERERTEOHNIIS. XS
ITBRXATIREBCIENDE, HEEATSENEBFE. 0. £—RONinaword, besides. then 5,
FE_BRPaythus, and FE,

=IO BE— RS _REOBMPIINEERENNS IS, E=RMWEESCHERHE DA
SERRENNS, FOURNDIETTNLE, XERC—RED, RERET/EBOTLS: 1 prefer the
informal and entertaining approach. X EICIFIIEPRA 74K, BAINLENTE, BIEHATEXN
BEEFER,

NESRERE, —BENI%EY, RBTFENOR. I\, SHESESIEINIESIES
BY “LBR" ORMR, OFALDH. LB BUXE_RIG: E-08E®BG, OFKESD,
F_OR and EROHIG, ANEE_MHOPXESEESH, OFRK,; E=ORSENERE
MNORIBEE, TOPXSBLRKNRBRIE, GFRIK; SUORILSNEMNG, IFRK, BRT
EHEY, OFBE: FAORHIG, GKED, SHEXNOFHIAN T ERNNNT SR
K, (A STEEWIEBIESRENBNALN,




