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“All of us are descendants of the dragon™ -so write children

from both sides of the Taiwan Strait on this long streamer.
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Taiwan and Mainland fishermen
celebrating the Dragon Boat Festival
on the sea
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Children from both the Mainland and
Taiwan are exclaiming “May the Strait
be peaceful forever!”
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1 Satellite Map of the Taiwan Strait

2 “Descendants of the Dragon”

3 Dragon Boat Festival on the Sea

4 “May the Strait be peaceful forever!”
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One. Taiwan, the Beautiful =
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Three. A Global Market-Oriented Economy ;

1 Industrial Development and Economic Restructuring
2 Cities and Towns

3 Communications Network

4 Investment in Mainland and “Taiwan Towns”

5 Cross-Strait Economic Exchanges and Trade |

Four. A Cultural Kaleidoscope =

1 Life, Diverse and Typically Chinese
2 Museums with Dazzling Collections |
'3 Education and Scientific Research
4 Art and Literature

5 Cross-Strait Cultural Exchanges

Five. New Chapter for Cross-Strait Relations ‘

1 Man-Imposed Barriers Broken

2 Wang-Koo Consultations

3 Two-Way Flights for Spring Festival }:,::":;

4 Tour for Peace, Tour for Bridge-Building, and Tour for the Nation

Important Events
Calligraphy and Paintings
Editor’s Remarks
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Taiwan, the treasured island of China! A mere mention of her name arouses the patriotic feelings of
Chinese people anywhere in the world. Publishers on both sides of the Taiwan Strait have produced so
many books and albums on Taiwan. By publishing this album, Taiwan, Treasured Island of China, the Sino-
Culture Press presents, largely with photos, a kaleidoscopic picture of Taiwan, a picture that embraces every
aspect there, in the hope that readers will find themselves in a world both fresh and enchanting.

This album consists of five parts: Taiwan, the Beautiful, Of the Same Ancestral Root, A Global Mar-
ket-Oriented Economy, A Cultural Kaleidoscope and New Chapter for Cross-Strait Relations. The photos,
we believe, enliven the history of Taiwan, her economic development and cultural progress, and the
cross-Strait relations. They serve as convincing proof to the fact that as a part of China, Taiwan has, since
ancient times, been related to the Chinese nation as closely as flesh to blood, and that a kinship has always
bound the Chinese on both sides of the Strait. While enjoying the poetic beauty characteristic of this
treasured island of China, readers will acquaint themselves with the vicissitudes of life there, a blend of
sorrow for partings and joy for reunions.

Due to artificially imposed barriers, communication between both sides of the Taiwan Strait had
been cut off for nearly 40 years until non-official exchanges across the Taiwan Strait became possible in
the late 1980s. Since then, large numbers of Taiwan compatriots have come to the Mainland to pay re-
spect to their ancestors and visit their relatives, or for business and cultural exchanges. Compatriots on
the Mainland, likewise, have been able to set foot on the island, though much fewer in numbers.

With 336 pages, this album, in a Chinese-English bilingual version, has 650 photos taken by 146
photographers from the Mainland, Taiwan, Hong Kong and Macao, along with texts that run to more than
100,000 characters. The oldest photos were taken a hundred years ago and the newest, in recent years.
For added attraction, the album ends with a collection of calligraphic works, seal engravings and paint-
ings done by master artists on both sides of the Taiwan Strait, and in Hong Kong and Macao as well.
These are exquisite in style while carrying profound messages. While enjoying the photos and artworks,
one has the feeling of being led to review the history of Taiwan and see for oneself the changes that have
taken place there over the past century — changes that are immortal thanks to the photographers' snapshots.

On January 29, 2005, nine two-way chartered planes took off separately from Shanghai and Guangzhou
on the Mainland and Taipei and Kaohsiung in Taiwan, flying across the Strait for the first time in 56
years. Sons and daughters of the Chinese nation were jubilant over the historic event. As the breath of
spring kept stirring in late April and early May, leaders of Taiwan’§ two largest parties not in office
visited the Mainland on invitation of Hu Jintao, general secretary of the Central Committee of the Chi-
nese Communist Party. The historic visits opened a new phase of communication and reconciliation across
the Strait, and won heartfelt support from compatriots on both the Mainland and in Taiwan. The building
of peaceful, stable cross-Strait relations, which is conducive to the development of both the Mainland and
Taiwan, has become an irresistible trend in the wake of so many twists and turns in cross-Strait relations.

We believe that the Chinese nation, including Taiwan, will definitely realize its aspiration for development.

May, 2005




Taiwan, the largest island of China, is often likened to a pearl inlaid on the west Pacific
Ocean. She is legendary for her surpassing beauty, and also for her history full of twists and
turus.

Taiwan lies on the southeast fringe of the Chinese continental shelf, facing the Ryukyu
Islands in the northeast, the Philippines across the Bashi Bay in the south and Fujian Province
on the Chinese Mainland across the Taiwan Straits in the west. On a map of Taiwan the island
looks like a palm leaf, 394 kilometers long from north to south, and 144 kilometers from east
to west at the widest part. What is broadly referred to as Taiwan actually encompasses the
Taiwan Island and 85 isles and islets off its coasts, which have a combined land area of 36,000
square kilometers. The Taiwan area has seven cities and 18 counties under its jurisdiction.
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