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The city, with its fine Great Lakes location, appeared on maps for the first time
under the name 7arantou, an Amerindian word with several possible meanings, the
likeliest of which is “meeting place”. This seemed appropriate for the simple trading
post located at the beginning of a trail favoured by natives headed from Lake Ontario
to Lake Huron. This trail was part of an efficient, centuries-old communications and
trading network. With their tradition as traders, natives in southern Ontario received
fur from Iroquois tribes in exchange for produce from their gardens. Canoes proved to
be a suitable form of transport on the lakes and rivers that lay at the heart of this
network.

Toronto as the Meeting Place

Torbnto , in the Iroquoian language, means “ where there are trees in the water”.
As the earlier translation for the name Toronto suggests, Toronto today is a “meeting
place” where people from all over the world have brought together their talents,
ideas, and cultures. The waves of immigration from outside Canada and the migration
of people from other parts of Canada continue to transform Toronto into what the
United Nations has labeled the world’s most multicultural city.

Muddy York

In 1793 John Simcoe was appointed the first Lieutenant Governor of the province
of Upper Canada by the British Parliament. Simcoe ordered his engineers to carve out
a 10-block town from the forested wilderness. The new settlers found trees 200 feet
high and 15 feet in diameter. Simcoe changed Toronto’s name to York in honour of
the Duke of York, second son of King George [, King of England. The site was
ideal from a strategic standpoint, but“Muddy York” , as it was called because of its
location on a muddy plain that descended gradually to the shores of Lake Ontario,
was not very hospitable.

Toronto the Good

Toronto obtained its famous moniker “ Toronto the Good” because of its
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What is in the Name of * Toronto” 9

attachment to the British Empire and its austere values. Even some Torontonians at
that time had little admiration for their city, which they themselves often saw as quite
dull. This attribute was reinforced by a 1906 law forbidding any sort of work or
entertainment on the Lord’s day, scrupulously respected by many inhabitants.
Torontonians had to wait until 1950 before they could attend sporting events such as
hockey or baseball games on a Sunday. It was also in true British spirit that affluent
members of Toronto society formed numerous private clubs and organizations, such
as the Albany Club, the National Club, the Royal Yacht Club and the Toronto
Cricket Club. All of this proper British living actually held back the Toronto arts
scene. Painters and writers did not choose to live in Toronto, nor did they use it in
their material. This state of affairs, which made Toronto simply too dreary in the eyes
of many inhabitants, led much of the cultural community to abandon the city. For
example, the Group of Sevend', a famous group of painters showed little interest in
the city and concentrated mostly on painting wild landscapes in northern Ontario.
Literature was produced only on a small scale. It was a dull, lifeless place, a prisoner
unto itself. This reputation as a dull, puritanical city continues to cling to the city
even today to a certain extent, despite many efforts to get rid of it.

The City that Works

Since the 1950s Toronto has grown phenomenally from a rather sedate provincial
town —* Toronto the Good” — to a lively, thriving, cosmopolitan metropolitan
area. In the 1970s, popular American magazines heaped praise on Toronto as “the
city that works” and a “model of the alternative future.” A scholarly journal
publicizing a prestigious convention went so far as to say the city represented
“civilization” to Americans. Visitors flock from around the globe, and thousands of
people settle here every month, from not just across Canada but the world over.
Visitors are amazed by Toronto’s safe, clean, efficient subway, by how easy it is to
navigate the city streets, by the vast range of cultural experiences, city services and
stores to shop in and, most of all, by the friendliness of the natives. Whether you’re
visiting, planning to stay or already there, you’ll soon agree that this “city that
works” is truly first class.

@ Cf. Section 23 ; The Group of Seven and Thomson Gallery.
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0 City of Toronto and the Greater Toronto Area ( GTA)
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For many Canadians, the name “ Toronto” includes two different geographical
areas: the City of Toronto and the outer suburban regions surrounding the city known
as the Greater Toronto Area (GTA).

From Metropolitan Toronto to the amalgamated City of Toronto

The City of Toronto covers an area of 641 km’ (247 square miles) and its
geographic boundaries are marked by Lake Ontario to the south, Etobicoke Creek and
Highway 427 to the west, Steeles Avenue to the north, and the Rouge River to the
east.

Being Canada’s largest city and the most preferred place to live for new
immigrants, Toronto is home to 2. 4 million people (8.3% of Canada’s population )
and 80 substantial ethnic groups. 21.7% of Ontario population lives in the city of
Toronto. Almost 17% of Canada’s population and 45% of Ontario’s residents live in
the GTA.

Metropolitan Toronto

In the first decade following World War ]I, a sudden increase in population
meant an increase in the demands for municipal services; the need for cooperation
among the municipalities and the coordination of services were recognized. In 1953,
the Province of Ontario passed the Municipality of Metropolitan Toronto Act. This
Act created a federated system of government made up of the 13 municipalities in the
area. By joining together, the municipalities could provide effective and efficient
delivery of many government services and avoid unnecessary duplication of services.
In 1967, the original municipalities were regrouped to form the six suburban
boroughs: the City of Toronto, North York, Scarborough, Etobicoke, York and the
Borough of East York. Together, these municipalities form The Municipality of
Metropolitan Toronto ( known as Metro) — the largest municipality in Ontario and
Canada, and the sixth largest government in Canada in terms of population. The new
“metro” government would be responsible for major infrastructure, while the



