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Foreword to
The Frontier Problems
in the Study Of Military Thinking

This book is the final result of “the frontier problems in the study
of military thinking”, a Tenth Five — year — Plan project in academic
research work of the Chinese Academy of Military Sciences (CAMS) .
The book, with Prof. Bi Wenbo and Prof. Yan Gachong as chief com-
pilers, consists of nine chapters and two appendixes.

It took four years to complete this research project. The chief edi-
tors produced the outline of the book in December 2000. Over the next
year,” the chief editors assembled three meetings to discuss the outline
and the gist of each chapter, so that the contributors could have a uni-
fied idea about how the book should be written. The preparatory work
of the academic research was going on during the same period. By June
2004, the contributors had completed their second drafts in accordance
with the advice and suggestions given by the chief editors after their
reading of the first draft. The completion of the final reading by the
chief editors for printing was done in November 2004,

The Third, Fourth, Fifth, Sixth, and Eighth Chapters were devel-
oped from the doctorial dissertations (or part of those dissertations) .The
original outline didn’t contain the subproject listed in the appendixes; the
two appendixes are actually detailed outline of doctorial dissertations by
two doctorial candidates. Taken some of the previously published academic
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works, these two appendixes were collected in the book as supplemen- 4
taries.

This book takes the frontier problems in this study of military
thinking as academic growth points, so as to propel the elementary the-
oretical research, applied theoretical research in this field and the es-
tablishment of this study as a subject.

Part 1 is a long summary of the study of military thinking since the
1980s in our country. The third section of this part outlines the study
of military thinking as a new curriculum and the outline of its contents
in accordance with the existing research results that have their repre-
sentational nature. It points out that the present system is not yet com-
plete, but has already gained its initial form. The fourth section looks
into the future on the basis of the present status, and puts forward some
pmbler;ls that should be solved and some tentative suggestions as to how
to solve these problems in this field.

Part 2 and the two appendixes analyze the nation’ s military strate-
gic thinking and discuss peaceful strategic thinking. The selection of
countries is typical of the serial research on contemporary military
strategic thinking. Some of the problems contained in this part have
been put forward for the first time, and some of which have got re-
search results. This research now aims at updating, substantiating and
systematizing or dealing with these problems from different angles and
different approaches. The study of military strategic thinking could be
considered as belonging to the branch of the study of military strategy,
or belonging to the study of military thinking. This part probes into the
relative finalization of military strategic thinking as an existing system
and also probes into the models or appmaches of the study of military
strategic thinking.
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Part 3 further studies some of the problems in the study of think-
ing, on the basis of the research results already achieved, in the high-
technology warfare and RMA characterized by the application of infor-
mation technology. Since these problems exist somewhere between ap-
plied theories and essentials theories, the research results may be re-
garded as “unfinished products” that are needed to update and substan-
tiate the general theory in the study of military thinking that arise from
new theories and practices.

As far as the application is concerned, this book may be helpful
in presenting a clear picture of the military strategic pattemn of this mul-
ti ~ polar world that is developing unevenly, in understanding and im-
plementing China’ s military strategic principles in the new historical
period, in training the new thinking ability of military workers, and in
supporting the countermeasures in the RMA with Chinese characteris-
tics and the modernization of China’ s armed forces with the study of
military thinking as a tool.

The following approaches and principles are deemed necessary in
the studying and writing:

1. The framework design should be based on “ frontier” charac-
teristics as the logical clue. The frontier problems in the study of mili-
tary thinking are very flexible “field of problems”, only some of the
important problems are selected as the object of research in this book.
Therefore, completeness and systemization of the framework is not
strictly necessary, but they should be kept on a certain level.

2. The principle of the unification of Party nature and scientific
nature of military theory should be adhered to. All phenomena in mili-
tary thinking are bounded by the general law of organized armed con-
flict, so the study of military thinking should be based on this general



EFEEFAEFASL

=N

law so as to show its special scientific nature. Meanwhile, war is the
continuation of politics, a considerable part of the phenomena of mili-
tary thinking has its political tendency in this way or that, so their re-
search in this field should symbolize the Party nature. As far as this
hook is concerned, it means to advocate with clear — cut stand the Par-
ty nature that is based on the military theory of the People’s Army un-
der the absolute leadership of the Communist Party in a socialist coun-
try in accordance with the cognition of “seeking truth from facts ” .

3. Great attention should be given to the military practices of the
contemporary time, especially the high-technology warfare characterized
by the application of information technology, trying to find problems in
the study of thinking, and presenting the contemporary nature of con-
temporary study of military thinking.

4. The study of military phenomena should avoid isolated, closed
study, and should be conducted by combining military thinking with
philosophical thinking, political thinking, international strategic think-
ing, intersecting scientific thinking, science and technology thinking,
and cultural thinking.

5. The law in military thinking or its phenomenon should be dy-
namically revealed with existing problems in military thinking as the
basis, viewing them both historically and logically, looking back into
the past and looking forward into the future.

6. A common cognition should be reached on the essential view of
collective study of military thinking. Meanwhile, under the precondi-
tion of respecting and observing the unity of the book, each chapter
could retain the unique understanding and academic characteristics of
its individual contributor. A common or essential understanding should

be reached, for example, on what is strategy, what is strategic think-
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ing, and what are the differences and the connections between them.
However, strategy or strategic thinking is usually a system, so the
highest level of strategic system has the function not only in guiding
campaign or tactics, but also in other phases of strategy. So the highest
phase or focal point of strategy could form an overlapping interface with
a certain phase or focal point in the system of strategic thinking. Some
scholars tend to think that it belongs to the field of strategy, while oth-
ers tend to put it in the field of strategic thinking. That is to say, the
difference between strategic thinking and strategy should not be con-
fused because of its certain definition, but the differences are also dis-
tinct because of their relativity. The chief editors should allow the con-
tributors an appropriate and flexible space to deal with such problems,
but the description in each chapter should be logically autonomous.

The chapters are contributed by:

Chapters 1 and 2 Bi Wenbo, professor of NIP, tutor of doctoral
Candidates, senior researcher of CAMS

Chapter 3 Yu Shuman, PhD, associate researcher of Chinese
International Strategy Association

Chapter 4  Shang Wei, PhD, associate professor of NIP, tutor of
MA students, head of Military Ethics Teaching Office

Chapter 5 Lu Chuan, PhD student

Chapter 6 Ma Debao, PhD, associate professor, post ~ doctorial
research fellow of Department of War Theory and Strategic Research,
CAMS

Chapter 7 Yan Gachong, professor of NIP, tutor of doctoral
Candidates, editor in chief of NIPjoumal, deputy president of Jiangsu
Philosophy Association; Zhang Xueming, associate professor, PhD,
Political Department, Guangzhou Military Area Command
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Chapter 8 Chen Xiaoming, PhD, lecturer of NIP

Chapter 9 Niu Hongwei, MA, lecturer of Logistics Command A-
cademy; Yu Hang, lectures of PLA University of Science and Tech-
nology

Appendix 1 Hu Zhidong, lecturer of the Second Aillery A-
cademy, NIP doctorial student

Appendix 2 Fang Wei, doctorial student, NIP

Shang Wei and chen xiaoming helped with the editorial work .

The research task that follows the study of frontier problems in the
study of military thinking will be even heavier. First of all, the visual
threshold should be expanded, the problems touched should be fol-
lowed up, the contents should be updated, the depth extended, and
mistakes in the existing research results comrected. Secondly, a bridge
should be established between the present — day applicable theoretical
results and the basic theory in the study of military thinking. Thirdly,
the relevant research results in foreign countries should be introduced,
digested, and reformed, in order to serve the establishment of the study
of military thinking that originates in China’ s military science circle.
The frontier nature of the study means, to a greater extent, the explo-
rative nature of the study, so this research project is bound to have ex-
perienced some twists and turns, and it is our sincere hope that they

are pointed out and corrected.

Bi Wenbo, Yan Gaohong
Nanjing Institute of Politics, Nanjing
Nov. 30, 2004
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