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Foreword

In the past two years, we have been trying to compile a complete
architectural series, one which will provide a comprehensive
and faithful representation of the development and changes in
Chinese architecture since 1980. The trial publication of the
first volume of the series took place in early 1997. The book
received enthusiastic response and acknowledgement among
architects, Chinese and foreign alike, despite many shortcomings.
We felt greatly encouraged to carry on the project.

As the second book in the Chinese Architecture Since 1980
series, Selected Works of Well-known Chinese Architects
includes109 projects by 22architects active during the period.
They represent the second and third generation architects
who are now between 50 and 70 years old and mostly re-
ceived their education in Chinese schools of architecture
between 1949 and 1966. By this definition, they belong to a
unique group of architects. Eclecticism influences from Europe,
America and the former Soviet Union were much greater than
the influence of modernist traditions in the years of their
education; their professional activities were highly limited
before the reform began in early 1980's; due to the social and
political conditions at that time. Particularly, when at the prime
of their age, they were dragged into the ten-year political
turmoil of the Cultural Revolution. The frantic political movements
took away almost all the chances of creative work and severely
suppressed their enthusiasm in the profession, hence leaving
behind them nearly ten fruitless years in their career. Not until ‘
the construction boom following the reform and of open-door
policies in the late 1970's could these architects resume their
professional practice. They were pushed to the forefront of
design activities in China.



The selected works by this group of architects should reflect
their contribution to the development of Chinese ‘architecture in
the great period of transition. The architects included in the book
fall into two major categories -- those from schools of architecture
and those from architectural design institutes.Their projects
cover architectural design, urban design, and environmental
design, located throughout the country. This rich and diversified
collection of design works reveals the unmistakable dedication
by this group of architects. They resort to various design
philosophies and means under different conditions. Their
works reflect their personal understanding and pursuit of the
building art, and depict the architectural development in a
developing country. Despite many obvious limitations, we believe
that some highly generalized critics that deny the value of their
works are unfair. However, we have to admit that the average
quality of architectural design in China is far from satisfactory. A
number of factors may account for the situation, such as
ignorant imitation of traditional architectural forms by means of
modern technology, abuse of formal language, excessive
accommodation to clients who place their egos in front of the
restrictions imposed by economic, environmental,ortechnological
conditions.

As an overall reflection of culture, architecture inevitably bears
the stigma of our society, time, and its political life. And culture
is the result of continuous accumulation and deposition of
human creation. The reconstruction of culture and human spirit
after a long period of political chaos needs time and a process.
It is important for architects not to forget their social responsibility
during the process.



It is no simple task to select these works among a host of
projects built in the unprecedented construction boom since
1980. We have no intention to promote any architect's work;
instead, the purpose of this series is to faithfully present these
works to the readers and to evoke public interest and debate.
We have been doing so with a deep sense of historic
responsibility. It is up to the reader to judge which is better,
diversity or uniformity in design works.

We would like to express our most sincere gratitude to
those architects, who shared their projects with us and to
the readers whose support and help are essential for the
successful publication of the series. Unfortunately, due to
time and space constraints, we were unable to include all
significant works of interest. We do hope, however, that
We have a chance to review a broader range of projects for
inclusion in future editions.

The Editors
May, 1998
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Born in Shanghai

Graduated from the Department of Architecture & Civil Engineering, Central University, Nanjing
Architect, Jitai Architects & Associates ; Teacher, Central University, Nanjing
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Hong Kong Macao Center
Design/completion  1985/1991
Beijing

69,538 sq.m.

Located at the southeastern corner of the Dongsi
Shitiao Overpass on the East Second Ring Road,
the Hong Kong Macao Center has been
partitioned into three main function areas : hotel,
office and apartment. In addition the Center
spaces, as well as restaurants and entertainment
facilities. Each function area has an independent
entrance to avoid traffic interference.

—[ZF @ First floor

SN Exterior view
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Tianjin Television Broadcasting Tower

Design/completion  1985/1991
Tianjin

415 meters in height

The Tianijin Television Broadcasting Tower is located in
a water area of 300 mu (1 mu is roughly 667m?)
Levels for microwave communication, sightseeing,
revolving restaurant, broadcasting, and other
supporting facilities are located in the upper part of the
tower structure. The elegant and succinct tower has
become one of the most important landmarks in
Tianjin. (Photographs are offered by Mr.Cao Ming &
Mr.Gao Zhenjiang)

Y45 Exterior view
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Bt 1996

Shanjian International Mansion

Design 1996 —EY¥m®& Second floor

Shantou, Guangdong Province

130,000 sg.m.

Only one block away from the Shantou Harbor, the Shanjian
International Mansion has a horizontal tripartite division - the middle
section is a hotel, while the side sections are apartments and
offices. The ground floors of the three sections are partially R o f ﬂTTﬂ
connected in order to facilitate traffic flows. These connections also | | O 58 1 A W 97 U W) 3 (0 W, 5 1 17 O B0
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complement the mansion's seaside setting. Fr = FE Typical floor
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YIEW Front facade
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Jiangbei Mansion

Design 1996
Chongaing, Sichuan Province
44,800 sq.m.

Roughly 500m from the Jialing River, the
Jiangbei Mansion is located outside the
Northern Gate of Chongging City and to
the north of a main artery road. Retail
space occupies the first five floors of the
building ; from the sixth floor upward are
apartments and offices with a multi-
purpose hall atop the building.

g Exterior view
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Jianye Plaza

Design 1997

Zhengzhou, Henan Province
41,640 sq.m.

The Jianye Plaza is proposed to be located in the North District of
Golden WaterGarden, which is currently being planned. The Plaza
consists of two 18-story apartment towers and a 3-story podium.
Galleries connect the two towers. Delicate facade treatment gives
the building an elegant and solemn appearance.
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SF@E Site plan
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