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Unit 1 Enjoy Your Stay!

Unit 1
Enjoy Your Stay!

Warmmg Up ias

. Do you have plans to continue studying for your master’s degree? Why or why not?
2. Do you want to study abroad? Why or why not?
3. Have you ever been on any job interviews?
If yes, please list major questions you are asked in the interview. If not, what do you think

would be the major questions asked in the job interview?

4. What should you do to leave a good impression on your interviewer in a job interview?
Why? What shouldn’t you do? Why not?
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Ming’s Email

Hi, Lily,

1 fust got a call from the Department of Sociology at Columbia University.
They called me for an appointment for a telephone interview. 'm thrilled! You
know how much 1 want to go to Columbia and how hard 1've tried to make it
happen. But 1 also feel a little worried because 1'm afraid of talking in English
over the phone—as an English major, you may not have such worries. Anyway,
(T do my best to make my dream come true. Wish me good fuck!

Ming

 istening *

In this part, you are going to listen to three conversations.

Conversation 1

n Listen to the first conversation, and answer Questions 1 & 2.
1. What is the purpose of this conversation?
2. Whom is Ming speaking to in this conversation?

n Listen to the conversation again and answer Questions 3 & 4.
3. What does Ming want to study?
4. Where does Ming want to go? Why?
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Conversation 2

n Listen to the second conversation and answer Questions 5 & 6.
5. Where does the conversation take place?
6. What is Ming doing there?

n Listen to the conversation again and answer Questions 7 & 8.
7. How long will Ming stay in the U.S.?
8. What is Ming going to do after studying in the U.S.?

Z/ £ 4; 5

Conversation 3

k n Listen to the third conversation and answer Questions 9 & 10.
9. Where does the conversation take place?
10. Whom is Ming speaking to in this conversation?

11. Why can’t Lin Hua come to meet Ming?
12. Where is Ming going to stay tonight?

Tapescript

Conversation 1 Telephone Interview

Ming:
Ms. Neilson:
Ming:
Ms. Neilson:

Ming:

Ms. Neilson:

- Ming:
Dr. Clifton:

Hello!

Hello! May I speak to Mr. Ming Chen, Please?

Speaking.

Hi, this is Coral Neilson from the Sociology Department at Columbia. We talked
last week over the phone.

Oh, hi, Ms. Neilson.

I will give the phone over to Dr. David Clifton, Director of the Graduate Program
in the department. He will speak to you.

OK, thanks.

Hello, Ming. Or Chen?
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Ming:
Dr. Clifton:
Ming:
Dr. Clifton:

Ming:

Dr. Clifton:

Hello, Dr. Clifton. Please call me Ming.

OK, Ming. I have some questions for you. Are you ready?

Sure. Could you please say it a bit louder? The connection is not very good.
Sure. The first question is: Why do you want to further your studies in our
department? Can you hear me clearly?

Yes, I got the question. Well, I want to further my studies at Columbia because it’s
one of the best schools in the United States and in the world. Your department is
well recognized in social studies, with several world-renowned professors. It would
be great if I could study and do research work in your department.

Good. Now I have several questions to ask you about your research interests...

Conversation 2 Visa Interview

Ming:
Visa officer:
Ming:
Visa officer:
Ming:

Visa officer:
Ming:
Visa officer:
Ming:
Visa officer:
Ming:
Visa officer:
Ming:

Visa officer:

Good morning, Sir.

Momming. What’s your name?

My name is Ming Chen. M-I-N-G Ming, C-H-E-N Chen.

OK, Ming, why do you want to go to the United States?

I’m graduating from college this summer and I want to further my studies at the
Columbia University in New York.

Oh, it’s a top school. What are you going to study there?

Sociology. It’s my major. I love it. That’s why I want to further my studies in this field.
How long will you stay in the States?

I’ll stay for one year and a half till I get my master’s degree.

What’s your plan after you finish your studies at Columbia?

After I finish studying, I want to teach at a large university in Beijing or Shanghai.
If you got a good job offer in the States, would you stay?

No, I wouldn’t. I want to live here in China. My family and friends are here. It’s
my home.

OK, please go to Window 12 to get your visa.

Conversation 3 Arriving at the JFK International Airport

Custom officer: Good morning. Your passport, please.

Ming: Here you are.

Custom officer: What is the purpose of your trip to the United States?

4



Ming:
Custom officer:

Ming:
Jeong:
Ming:
Jeong:

Ming:
Jeong:

Ming:
Jeong:

Ming:
Jeong:

Ming:

Unit 1 Enjoy Your Stay!

I’m a student at the Columbia University in New York.

OK, here’s your passport. Enjoy your stay!

Excuse me. My name is on your sign. Are you expecting Chen Ming from China?
Yes. You’re Chen Ming?

Yes, I am. Are you Lin Hua from the Chinese Students Society at Columbia?
No, I'm not. Hua is my roommate. He can’t come because of an emergency in
the lab. He asked me to meet you at the airport. ’'m Jeong.

Hi, Jeong. Are you from China?

No. I'm Korean. But I’ve been to China once. I took a two-month Chinese language
course at Beijing Language Institute three years ago.

Really? Then let’s speak Chinese!

Oh, no. My Chinese is no more than nihao, xiexie, and chile ma. Let’s just speak
English. Your English is really good.

Thanks. Where are we going?

North Manhattan. I’ll take you to the school guesthouse. Hua has booked a room
for you.

Good. Let’s go!

‘ Language Notes
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