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Abstract

With the quickening step of economic globalization, the ethical prob-
lems become more and more serious to person, nation and society as well,
which were brought about by the ethical embarrassment emerging in the
process of high-tech development. Man, standing on the threshold of tech-
nology age, are involved deeply in the thinking of the warnings against hu-
man development, which put forward by high-tech. Colon technology,
changing the natural birth-giving process of mankind, disturbing generation
relationship, will give rise to social dispute on ethics. Network and informa-
tion technology will lead to the mergers of various cultures and the worsen-
ing of morality downfall. Ecological crisis in high-tech development will put
in difficulties the human survival and offspring’s welfare. How can man get
rid of the fear resulting from high-tech? How can he go exceed the ethical
embarrassment? How to stipulate effectively the action of technology appli-
cation subjects, strengthen the consciousness of responsibility and form the
idea of sustaining development, and set up the universal principle and stipu-
lation of practical ethics? All these put forward a unavoidable duty-bound,
subject on further understanding the value of technology and constructing
technology in accordance with the needs of social development.

At present, high-tech ethic research in home and abroad, mostly focus-
ing on some practical high-tech field, such as Computer Ethics, Life Ethics
and Envirq'nment Ethics, etc. mainly deals with the concerns about the in-
dividual study, not forming the integrated thinking of group study. Mean-
while, such research often focuses so much on the ethical problems in the
application of high-tech that it has not been reinforced in the name of the
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BEALES

further theoretical level-the core of ethics-the ethical stipulation system,
which organically unites moral consciousness phenomena, moral stipulation
phenomena and moral application phenomena. As a result, the reticent defi-
ciency in high-tech ethics research can be seen. This book, using the basic
principles of ethics as the foundatiqn, and post humanism as the logic start-
ing point in term of theory, and taking as grounds the analyses of problems
of modern biotechnology ethics, network information technology ethics, to
explore essentially the nature and characteristic of high-tech ethiqs, and its
basic problems and fundamental moral relations, and to put high-tech into
the ethical system of practical ethics and take it into integrated considera-
tion. There are three main points in this book:

First, based on the dynamic characteristics of technology development,
this book concerns not only about the news characteristics brought about to
high-tech ethics by phase process of technology development in its dynamic
course, but also about the effect on high-tech development. Using social de-
terminism of technology as fundamental stand, this book explores the social
value of high-tech, and analyses in detail ethical relations of high-tech,
summarizing the historical development and primary characteristics of rela-
tions between man and high-tech, relations between nature and high-tech
and relations between high-tech and society. It points out clearly that the
relations between man and nature construct the basic and utmost theoretical
issues of high-tech ethics, and reveals profoundly the intrinsic mechanisms
of the interaction between high-tech and society.

Second, as the logic starting point in terms of theory, humanism,
since coming into being, has been emphasizing and exalting man’s position
and dignity. But as time advanced, can still see today. The practical signifi-
cance and limitation of humanism in history, Using as case study ethical
embarrassment in the development of modern biotechnology, network infor-
mation technology, and especially ethical problems in post-genome era, this
book discusses the realistic meaning of post-humanism when analyses the
dispelling of the ethical embarrassment of high-tech. Taking moral subject
position of man as basic point, it explores deeply relations between man and
nature, and explores and also fully demonstrates the rectification of relations
between man and nature, and especially relations between man and animal.

—_— 2 —



Abstract

Third, based on the perspective and methodology in ethics research,
the book probes the nature of high-tech. From the view of human rights
point, the book expounds the impact of high-tech on human right, conclud-
ing that fairness and justice is the core of high-tech ethics, and on the basis
of the goal dispelling high-tech ethical dilemma, it explain inner structure of
high-tech ethical stipulation and effective mechanism, meanwhile it come
out the necessity that the responsibility of high-tech main body will be con-
structed and by the view of technological control of responsibility, it open
out basis thought that high-tech must be ecological sheep, and high-tech of
ecological sheep is the way that solve the way out dispelling high-tech ethi-
cal dilemma.

In a word, this book is to raise theoretical knowledge to a higher level,
on the basis of findings of the research on individual practice, and also of is-
sues discovered in the course of such research. Employing abstract thought
of philosophy, it is to make, in term of theory, a comprehensive analysis on
high-tech ethics as a whole, and to clarify the profound ethical meaning of
high-tech.
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