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More than twenty years ago, people in the west
started to study an important area of Chinese non-
imperial porcelain - 17" century porcelain from
Jingdezhen. There have been a few exhibitions,
conferences and symposia on this subject, but until
recently this has been a relatively new field in the
study of the art and archaeology of China.

The distinguished British collector, Sir Michael
Butler, is one of the most accomplished scholars in
this field. When he first expressed an interest in
collaborating with the Shanghai Museum to hold a
joint exhibition of 17" century porcelain in Shanghai,
using objects from the Butler Family Collection and
our collection, we welcomed his suggestion with
great enthusiasm. We believe such an exhibition will
greatly benefit and advance the studies of ancient
Chinese porcelain. The Butler Family Collection of
late Ming and early Qing porcelain is one of the most
outstanding private collections in the world. After
exploratory discussions, both sides agreed to select
sixty six pieces from their respective collections and
jointly hold this exhibition. A substantial part of the
exhibition will later be shown at the Victoria and
Albert Museum in London in 2006. We believe these
exhibitions will be a great success.

An international symposium will be held in Shanghai
at the opening of the exhibition. The topics of the
symposium will cover the economics, trade, culture,
art and history of communications between the east
and the west. lts significance will go far beyond the
studies of cultural relics. It will have great influence

among the academics both in China and in the west.
| would like to express my sincere gratitude to Sir
Michael Butler and Caromy Hoare. | would also like
to thank Mark Jones, the Director of the Victoria &
Albert Museum and Ming Wilson of the Asian
Department. Thanks are also due to everyone who
has been involved in organising the exhibition and
the symposium. Their collective effort has made this
exhibition a significant event in the cultural exchange
between China and Britain.

Chen Xiejun
Director, Shanghai Museum
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The Victoria and Albert Museum is delighted to be the UK
venue for the exhibition 17" Century Jingdezhen Porcelain
from the Shanghai Museum and the Butler Collections. This
exciting exhibition is the brainchild of two experts of the field,
Professor Wang Qingzheng of the Shanghai Museum, and Sir
Michael Butler, former Vice Chairman of the Board of Trus-
tees of the V&A. This happy relationship between two ce-
ramic scholars and between the two museums started many
years ago, and it is with great pleasure that we participate in
this long-awaited event. | would also like to thank Henderson
Land Development Co. Ltd for their generous support of the
exhibition in the UK.

The V&A has always been a centre for the study of ceramics
owing to its magnificent and comprehensive ceramic collec-
tions from all parts of the world. Chinese ceramics are an
important part of our universally renowned collection. Their
high quality, great variety and early acquisition dates make
them an extremely valuable and unique resource for acad-
emics and art enthusiasts alike. | am confident this exhibi-
tion will bring much enjoyment to the British audience, and
will significantly increase our understanding of this particular
period in the history of Chinese porcelain production. | look
forward to further cultural exchanges with the Shanghai
Museum. | also look forward to welcoming more and more
Chinese scholars and travellers visiting the United Kingdom
and the V&A.

Mark Jones
Director
Victoria and Albert Museum
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