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HERE are numerous time-honoured stories which have become so
incorporated into the literature and thought of our race that a
knowledge of them is an indispensable part of one's education.
These stories are of several different classes. To one class belong the
popular fairy tales which have delighted untold generations of children,
and will continue to delight them to the end of time. To another class
belong the limited number of fables that have come down to us through
many channels {rom hoar antiquity. To a third belong the charming sto-

ries of olden times that are derived from ihe literatures of ancient peo-
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3 ples, such as the Greeks and the Hebrews. A fourth class includes the

half-legendary tales of a distinctly later origin, which have for their suh-
jects certain romantic episodes in the lives of well-known heroes and
famous men, or in the history of a people.

Il is to this last class that most of the fifty stories contained in the
present volume belong. As a matter of course, some of these stories are
hetter known, and therefore more famous, than others. Some have a
slight historical value; some are useful as giving point to certain great
moral truths; others are products solely of \he fancy, and are intended
only to amuse. Some are derived from very ancient sources, and are cur-
rent in the literature of many lands; seme have come to us through the
ballads and folk tales of the English people: a few are of quite recent

origin; nearly all are the subjects of frequent allusions in poetry and
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prose and in the conversation of educated people. Care has been taken
1o exclude everything that is not strictly within the limits of probability;
hence there is here no trespassing upon the domain of the fairy 1ale, the
fable, or the myth.

That children naturally take a deep interest in such stories, no
person can deny; that the reading of them will not only give pleasure,
but will help to lay the foundation for broader literary studies, can
scarcely be doubted. It is believed, therefore, that the present collection
will be found to possess an educative value which will commend it as a
supplementary reader in the middle primary grades at school. 1t is al=o
hoped that the hook will prove so attractive that it will be in demand

out of school as well as in.
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scatlered. Every man had to save himself in the best way he could. King
Alfred fled alone, in great haste, through the woods and swamps,

Late in the day the king came to the hut of a wood-cutter. He was
very lired and hungry, and he begged the wood-cutter’s wife 10 give him
something to eat and a place to sleep in her hut.

The woman was baking some cakes upon the hearth, and she
looked with pity upon the poor, ragged fellow who seemed so hungry.
She had no thought that he was the king.

“Yes,” she said, “l will give you some supper if you will watch
these cakes. I want 1o go out and milk the cow; and you must see that
they do not burn while I am gone.”

King Alfred was very willing to watch the cakes, but he had far
greater things to think about. How was he going ta get his army together
again? And how was he going to drive the fierce Danes out of the land?
He forgot his hunger; he forgot the cakes; he forgot that he was in the
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wood-cutter’s hut. His mind was busy making plans for tomorrow.

In a little while the woman came back. The cakes were smoking on
the hearth. They were burned to a crisp. Ah, how angry she was!

“You lazy fellow! 7 she cried. “See what you have done!  You
want something to eat, but you do not want to work! "

| have heen told that she even struck the king with a stick; but 1
can hardly believe that she was so ill-natured.

The king must have laughed to himself at the thought of being
scolded in this way; and he was so hungry that he did not mind the
woman’s angry words half so much as the loss of the cakes.

| do not know whether he had anything to est that night, or
whether he had to go to bed withoul his supper. But it was not many
days until he had gathered his men together again, and had beaten the

Danes in a great battle.
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T one time the Danes drove King Alfred from his kingdom, and
Ahe had to lie hidden for a long time on a little island in a river.

One day, all who were on the island, except the king and queen
and one servani, went out to fish. It was a very lonely place, and no one
could get to it except by a boat. About neon a ragged beggar came to
the king's door, and asked for food.

The king calied the servant, and asked, “How much food have we
in the house?”

“My lord, said the servant, “we have only one loaf and a little
wWIine.,

Then the king gave thanks to God, and said “Give half of the loaf
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“Alfred, my son, be brave,” said the man; “for I am the one to
whom you gave this day the half of all the food that you had. Be strong
and joyful of beart, and listen to what 1 say. Rise up early in the
morning and blow your hormn three times, so loudly that the Danes may
hear it. By nine o'clock, five hundred men will be around you ready te
be led inte battle. Go forth bravely, and within seven days your enemies
shall be beaten, and you shall go back to your kingdom to reign in
peﬂce."

Then the light went out, and the man was see no more,

In the morning the king arose early, and crossed over to the
mainland. Then he blew his hom three times very loudly; and when his
friends heard it they were glad, but the Danes were filled with fear.

At nine o’clock, five hundred of his bravest soldiers stood around
him ready for battle. He spoke, and told themn what he bad seen and
heard in his drerm; and when he had finished, they all cheered loudly,
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