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SPECIAL PREFACE TO THE CHINESE EDITION

It is indeed a privilege to be able to present the message of "Return on
Investment" to a Chinese audience. I am hopeful that you who read these

words will find the theory and applications beneficial.

ROI is built on a foundation of economic fundamentals that transcend

b daries of 1 , nation, or culture. In this respect, the theory is

analogous to the laws of chemistry, mathematics, astronomy, and the like.

Only the applications may differ somewhat as they are influenced by local

customs and practices.

As in the natural sciences, there always is more to be learned. Though
1 have explored this subject as an avocation, or hobby, for more than twenty
years, the task 1s not finished. Perhaps a Chinese reader will accept my

challenge to continue the study.

And what is the purpose of all this? My answer is that, as stewards of the
resources entrusted to us, we must continually endeavor to better utilize
them for the benefit of ourselves, our associates, our society, and to

enhance the legacy we may bequeath to future generations.

R.A.Peters:mb
3/31/78
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