s

Tl WBest Sfrort  Jtorces
TR G

KiEE T KF HARA



KEIE T K= H ARt



© XM 2005

B BENS H (CIP) ¥ i8

L5 - HEERDMOEE(EDTR) 7 EEOREF . — KE -
REBT KRR, 2005.4(2006.3 EED)

(LR R ETKE)

ISBN 7-5611-2796-0 ;

I. & L.E- 0 SR/MM—IERR—XEER
V. 1712.44

o B R A B 54 CIP Bl (2004) 55 130676 5

K TR A AR
Mubt T KAFERE 80 5 HBBIAFS (116023
R17:0411-84708842 {4 1(:0411-84701466 HERY :0411-84703636
E-mail : dutp@ dutp. cn  URL:http://www. dutp. cn

REHEREORPE  KEBTREHEMRT

et L PIETNL, e ahihmn

WEE R} 147mm x210mm  EI3K.7  F/.190 FF
Ep¥.12 001 ~ 18 000
2005E4 A 1R 200643 A% 3 KR

THESE B BB By K
HEBIHERE

£ #:14.80 T



FEEEFIE-HESFN FAN O ER P @, 2R1E
RTRKEHE BN, BFSIEEIENIGERN REBENN
BMEAMKT L AR - SERFLIERLZEFAREMAE R, RE
RAEUEENTAHATERT, BMEFSEBEEIEEL T EMHE
R, AXRELNAER, EREG MNP,

ERULREKERFERETHFSREEIERDHEE
i B R U M, X At & T R A TR Z /4

BEEH B SCE R RBENESHEA  BRAEY
R, RLABRRFERSCEER AT, B TREBEKEHREHR
o T B PR A5, o R 30 2 ) B IR R X SO0 R, AT ZE R R B
LRRE T REEIEFARENRRERIGEKFRRE,

AT RE KEEEIERNIEEIEBRALIABSR, &I
LW K SME B L A B RS E SCE R BB B BB OB, R
BT XEIRY A ERKE) o BA 6 BT SR 5% AR KU 5838 , B
DCERGRWERL, MEERA T XA REERBRRFA
MR ER/MEAE S, DRSS I LRRTHRNRAER
R BUGHE SR ER; TRARSIBAXLERNER
AsEERAL HRACH AEBXHBRE REXFERAMAXER.

HEEEEERAEAERE, 2O0RERBRAZERMAULHR
=8

REX
20054 3 A



Mark Twain

LERS

The Notorious Jumping Frog of Calaveras County
redlfi b Lhay

The £1,000,000 Bank-note
T8

A Dog’s Tale
TR &

A Curious Experience

LR LK Y

Journalism in Tennessee

@ & & ¥ QR

The Facts in the Great Beef Contract
XEXALRLED LN



MARK TWAIN

(1835-1910)

The pattern of the life of Samuel Langhorne Clemens,
or “Mark Twain”, for seventy-five years was the pattern
of America—from a frontier town to industrial cities, from
riverboats to railroads, from an aggressive, a self —
important boy toward a troubled and powerful man. He
was a genius and romantic observer of that life. At the
same time he had a strong suspicion that America was
not the Promised Land. This difference between the dream
and the reality provoked Clemens to adopt the critical
weapons of the humorist.

Mark Twain spent his early life in the river town of
Hannibal, Missouri, strategically located on the banks of
the Mississippi. Before the Civil War, crowds of people
arrived at the town before heading for the west. When he
was twelve, his father died, and he was apprenticed to a
printer. His schooling was brief, and at seventeen he left
home and traveled in the southwest and west for the next
fifteen years, working first as an traveling printer, then as
a Mississippi River pilot, and as a miner, mine speculator
and journalist in Nevada.

It was in Nevada that he first used the pen name,
“Mark Twain”, which spoke of his nostalgic love of the
Mississippi River and his river life. = “Mark twain!” was
always a welcome river call meaning “two fathoms” and
indicating that the water was deep enough for safe passage.




In Nevada, he dreamed of striking it rich. But he
failed. Instead he supported himself by newspaper report—
ing, specializing in humorous feature stories. With the
publication of his Jumping Frog story, now known as The
Notorious Jumping Frog of Calaveras County, the pen
name “Mark Twain” soon attracted the national attention.
In 1867, as a correspondent for the Alta California, Clemens
set out for Europe and the Holy Land —Palestine, with
stops in England, France, Italy, Greece and other
countries. The journey resulted in The Innocents Abroad
(1869), the sharp-tongued look at raw American travelers
that soon became a best seller.

On February 2, 1870, the rough-edged westerner marri-
ed a wealthy eastern lady, Olivia Langdon, which began
thirty—four years of loving, extraordinarily close, compa-
nionship. In 1872, his favorite daughter, Susy, was born,
and his second book Roughing It, which recounted his
experiences in Nevada, was published. The family settled
in Hartford, Connecticut, where Mark Twain met Charles
Dudley Wamer and William Dean Howells, the most
influential literary critic of the day. His second book was
followed by a successful lecture tour and a novel, The
Gilded Age (1874), on which was collaborated with
Warmer. The name of the novel is still often used to
describe the era of corrupt materialism followed the Civil
War. In Howell’s Atlantic Monthly Mark Twain recounted
his experiences as a riverboat pilot in a series, “Old Times
on the Mississippi”, later called sze on the Mississippi
(1883).

Mark Twain’s first real novel The Adventures of Tom
Sawyer (1876) and it sequel The Adventures of Huckleberry




Finn (1885) helped him become one of the greatest nove-
lists America has ever produced, and the two novels were
proclaimed the classics in the world’s literature. They
were both the nostalgic account of childhood, and the
social and moral record and judgment of an epoch in
American history.

Mark Twain was the first important writer to
consistently use the American speech—America’s rather
than England’s English. His humor, whether it was aimed
at pure entertainment or at social satire, was irresistible.
His realism and detail influenced many later American
novelists. That was why Ernest Hemingway once said that
“all modern American Literature comes from one book by
Mark Twain called The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn.”
And Mark Twain’s closest friend, William Dean Howells
said: “Emerson, Longfellow, Lowell, Holmes—I knew them

all and all the rest of our sages, poets, seers, critics,
humorists; they were like one another and like other

literary men; but Clemens was sole, incomparable, the
Lincoln of our Literature.”

Mark Twain’s later life was plagued by business
disappointments and the deaths of loved ones, his oldest
daughter, his wife and his youngest daughter. His work
became even more sarcastic. A Connecticut Yankee in
King Arthur’s Court (1889) was a biting satire set in the
Middle Age; Pudd’nhead Wilson (1893) was an attack on
racial discrimination. The Man That Corrupted Hadleyburg
(1900), which made troubled inquiries into the nature of
man himself, was probably the best of his powerful
pessimistic tales.
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The Notorious;ﬁmping Frog of Calaveras Counly*

According to the request of a friend of mine, who
wrote me from the East, I called on good —natured,
talkative old Simon Wheeler, and asked him about my
friend’s friend, Leonidas W. Smiley, as requested to do, and
I wrote down the result. I suspected secretly that Leonidas
W. Smiley is a myth; that my friend never knew such a
person; and that he only thought that if I asked old Wheel-
er about him, it would remind him of his Jim Smiley who
has an ill fame, and he would go to work and bore me to
death with some boring memories of him as long and as
tedious as it should be useless to me. If that was the de-
sign, it succeeded.

I found Simon Wheeler dozing comfortably by the bar-
room stove of the broken-down hotel in the decayed min-
ing camp of Angel’s, and I noticed that he was fat and
baldheaded, and had an expression of pleasant gentleness
and simplicity upon his peaceful face. He stood up, and
gave me good day. I told him that a friend of mine had
asked me to make some inquiries about an old friend of
his boyhood named Leonidas W. Smiley—Rev®. Leonidas
W. Smiley, a young minister of the Gospel®, who he had
heard was once a resident of Angel’s Camp. I added that
if Mr. Wheeler could tell me anything about this Rev.
Leonidas W. Slmley, I would feel qmte thankful to him.
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the gentle -flowing key to which he tuned his first sen-
tence, he never revealed the slightest taste of enthusiasm;
but all through the long and boring story there ran a mood
of impressive earnestness and sincerity, which showed me
clearly that, so far from his imagination that there was
nothing ridiculous or funny about his story, he regarded it
as a really important matter, and admired its two heroes
as men who have a genius for dealing with things clever-
ly. I let him go on in his own way, and never interrupted
him once.
“Rev. Leonidas W. H’m, Reverend Le—well, there was
a fellow here once by the name of Jim Smiley, in the
winter of 1849—or maybe it was the spring of 1850—I
don’t remember exactly, somehow, but I think it was one
or the other because I remember the big channel wasn’t
finished when he first came to the camp; but anyway, he
was the most curious man who always bet on anything
that turned up you ever see, if he could get anybody to
bet on the other side; and if he couldn’t he’d change sides.
Any way that suited the other man would suit him—so
long as he got a bet, he was satisfied. But still he was
lucky, uncommonly lucky; he almost always came out
winner. He was always ready and waiting for a chance;
there couldn’t be nothing mentioned but that fellow would
offer to bet on it, and you can take any side you please,
as I was just telling you. If there was a horse-race, you’'d
find him excited or you ’d find him penniless at the end
: ght, hedbetonlt ifthere
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