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l. INTRODUCTION

I’ ve written this text in a style of language that is closer to that of normal
speech than you usually find in textbooks. This is because I believe you need more
examples of how language is used in speaking. Most texts are written in a formal
style, which is very helpful in preparing for writing tasks, but doesn’t help you
much in telling the difference between written and oral styles. Reading the informa-
tion in this book would be useful, but it’s not enough. You need to use the language
every day. You will make much faster progress if you try to do the following:

form groups or pairs with friends or family, when you can talk about the
topics here, or any others you can think of, to develop further ideas, by discussion;

when practising with friends, tape record your answers to questions; then
listen to the tape and think of ways you could have extended your answers; see if
you can together find and correct mistakes in vocabulary, grammar and pronuncia-
tion;

widen your range of knowledge of the world, of your country and its culture,
and of the country you intend to go to;

read Chinese-language background articles about current issues, to build up
your knowledge of these topics;

extend your vocabulary, especially with synonyms; use a monolingual dic-
tionary (English-English); learn new words in sentences and phrases;

when alone, practise your speaking skills by talking to yourself in front of
your mirror, or in the shower, or to your pet! —simply talking a lot will improve
your skills;

read aloud from any material which is not too difficult, to develop fluency;

some students benefit from memorising and reciting material, to strengthen
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