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1 The Wise Choice

A gay young man, who earned his living as a drummer in
a band, and his wife were looking for somewhere to live. They
saw a lot of places, but there was always something that one of
them did not like about them. At last, however, they found a
block of new flats which both of them really liked. However,
there was still the problem of whether they should take one of
the ground-floor flats, which had a small garden, or one of the
upstairs ones.

At last, they decided on a first-floor flat—neither too low
down nor too high up—and moved in. After they had bought
furniture, carpets, curtains, and the rest, they gave a big par-
ty to celebrate the setting up of their first home together.

It was a gay and noisy party, as all the host’s friends from
the band came and played their instruments, danced, sang and
practiced on their host’s drums.

Soon after one a. m. the telephone rang. The hostess went
to answer it in the hall. After she had finished, she came back
with a happy smile on her face and said to her husband, “That
was the man who had just moved into the flat downstairs tele-
phoning, dear. I am so glad we decided not to choose it. He

says it is terribly noisy down there. ”
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BENEXE

2 The Most Valuable Thing

Nasreddin sat drinking coffee and talking with some of his
old friends. One of the things they discussed was the difference
between one person’s sense of values and another’s. After some
minutes, one of Nasreddin’s friends said to him, “ Well,
Nasreddin, you are a wise man, but you have said nothing on
this subject yet. What do you consider to be the most valuable
thing in the world?”

Nasreddin answered without hesitation, “I consider advice
the most valuable thing in the world. ”

His friends thought about this for a few moments, and
then one of them asked him, “ And what do you consider the
most worthless thing in the world?”

Again Nasreddin replied without hesitating for a moment,
“I consider advice the most worthless thing in the world. ”

“Really!” said one of his friends. “You must be joking,
Nasreddin! A minute ago you said that advice is the most valu-
able thing in the world, and now you say that it is the most
worthless thing in the world! How can it be both the most valu-
able and the most worthless?”

“Well,” answered Nasreddin, “if you think about the
matter carefully, you will see that I am not joking, and that I

am quite right. When you give somebody good advice, and he
.3.
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takes it, advice is the most valuable thing in the world. But
when you give a person advice and he does not take it, it is the

most worthless thing in the world. ”
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RiBXEXE

3 Avoiding His Duty

Nasreddin had to preach in the mosque every Friday, but
he did not like this duty at all, and was always looking for ways
to avoid it. One Friday he had a good idea. When he went up
to preach to the people in the mosque, he said to them, “Do
you know what I am going to talk to you about?”

They were surprised and answered, “No, we don’t.”

Then Nasreddin said, “Well, if you do not know anything
about such an important matter, it is a waste of time for me to
talk to you about it. ” And he went down without preaching to
the people.

The next Friday, he again asked the question, “Do you
know what I am going to talk to you about today?”

This time the people thought that they had learnt their les-
son, so they all said, “Yes, we do.”

Then Nasreddin said to them, “Well, it is a waste of time
to tell people things that they already know.” And again he
went down without preaching to the people.

The third Friday, Nasreddin again said, “Do you know
what I am going to preach to you about today?” But this time
some people answered, “Yes” ; and some answered, “No.”
“Well,” said Nasreddin, “If some of you know, and

some of you do not, those that do can tell those that do not. ”
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And again he went down without saying another word.
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4 Which Sledge Is Better?

It was Saturday, so Mr. Smith did not have to go to work.
It had snowed heavily the night before, and Mr. Smith’s young
son Bobby had a new sledge, which he was very eager to try
out. There was a good slope in a park not far from the Smiths’
house, which children often used for their sledges, so Mr.
Smith agreed to take Bobby there in the car. They put the
sledge in and went off.

When they reached the park, they found that there were
already a lot of boys there with their sledges. They were sliding
down the slope at great speed, and then pulling their sledges
up again for another go.

After a few minutes, Mr. Smith noticed that there was one
poorly-dressed little boy there who did not have a sledge. This
boy had flattened out an old cardboard box, and was sliding
down the slope on that. Mr. Smith felt very sorry for this poor
boy, and determined to ask Bobby to lend him his sledge for a
few minutes.

But before he could catch Bobby to speak to him, he was
surprised-—and delighted—to notice that several of the older
boys in the park were lending the poor boy their sledges. Mr.
Smith watched them carefully—and suddenly realized that the
bigger boys were not doing this because they felt sorry for the
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poor boy, but because they enjoyed riding on his cardboard box

more than on their expensive sledges. They were actually wait-

ing impatiently for a turn on the flattened cardboard box.
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5 Film Work and Television Work

Mary was very fond of television, so when she met a young
man who worked for a television company, she was very inter-
ested and asked him a lot of questions. She discovered that he
had also worked for a film company, so she asked him whether
there was any difference between film work and television
work.

“Well,” answered the young man, “there is one very big
difference. If someone makes a mistake while a film is being
made, it is, of course, possible to stop and do the scene a-
gain. In fact, one can do it over and over again. A lot of mis-
takes waste time, money and film, but the audiences who see
the film when it is finished don’t know that anything went
wrong. In a live television show, on the other hand, the audi-
ence can see any mistakes that are made. ”

“I can tell you a story about that. One day, a live televi-
sion show was going on, and one of the actors was supposed to
have been shot. He fell to the ground, and the camera moved
somewhere else to allow time for me to run out with a bottle of
tomato sauce to put on to him to look like blood. But unfortu-
nately the camera turned back to him before I had finished,
and the audience saw me pouring the sauce on to the man. ”
“Oh, how terrible!” Mary said. “And what did you do?”
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