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We walked in so quietly that the nurse at the desk didn’t even
lift her eyes from the book. Mum pointed at a big chair by the door
and I knew she wanted me to sit down. While I watched, mouth
open in surprise, Mum took off her hat and coat and gave them to
me to hold. She walked quietly to the small room by the lift and
took out a wet mop (#i#f8). She pushed the mop past the desk and
as the nurse looked up, Mum nodded and said, “Very dirty floors.”

“Yes. I'm glad they've finally decided to clean them.” the nurse
answered. She looked at Mum strangely and said, “But aren’t you
working late?”

Mum just pushed harder, each swipe (#i) of the mop taking
her farther and farther down the hall. I watched until she was out of
sight and the nurse had turned back to writing in the big book.

After a long time Mum came back. Her eyes were shining. She

quickly put the mop back and took my hand. As we turned to go out
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of the door, Mum nodded politely to the nurse and said, “Thank
you.”
Outside , Mum told me: “Dagmar is fine. No fever.”
“You saw her, Mum?”
“Of course, I told her about the hospital rules, and she will
not expect us until tomorrow. Dad will stop worrying as well. It’s a

fine hospital. But such floors! A mop is no good. You need a
brush.” |

1. When she took a mop from the small room what Mum really wanted

to do was o
A. to clean the floor B. to please the nurse
C. to see a patient D. to surprise the story-teller

2. When the nurse talked to Mum she thought Mum was a -
A. nurse B. visitor C. patient D. cleaner
3. After reading the story what can we infer about the hospital?
A. It is a children’s hospital.
B. It has a strict rules about visiting hours.
C. The nurses and doctors there don’t work hard.
D. A lot of patients came to the hospital every day.
4. Why did Mother go to see Dagmar in the hospital?
A. To give her some message about Dad.
B. To make sure her room was clean.
C. To check that she was still there.
D. To find out how she was.
5. Which of the following words best describe Mum?

A. polite B. patient C. changeable D. clever
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Maine is next to Canada. When Tony’s grandfather was young,
he worked in Canada every summer. Once he visited the north of
Canada, near the North Pole. The Eskimos live there. This is what
Tony’s grandfather told him about the Eskimos:

Near the North Pole there are two seasons: winter and summer.
The winter nights are long. For more than two months, you can’t see
the sun even at noon. The summer days are long. For more than two
months, the sun never sets, and there is no night.

The Eskimos have warm clothing. They make most of it
themselves. They make it from the skins of animals. From skins, they
make coats and hats and even boots.

In this cold climate, trees can’t grow. The Eskimos have to
build their houses from skins, earth, stone, or snow. When they
move, they take their tents with them. When they are out in a storm
and can’t get back home, they build houses of snow. They leave
these snow houses when the storm is over.

Life is hard for the Eskimos.

6. When Tony’s grandfather was young, he worked in Canada
A. every three years B. every other years
C. every summer D. every winter

7. How many seasons are there near the North Pole?

A. Two B. Four C. One D. Three
8. Near the North Pole, the winter nights are ~ and the summer
days are
A. ... short ... long B. ... long ... long
C. ... short ... short D. ... long ... short
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9. The Eskimos have the clothes which are made
A. from the skins of animals
B. of cloth
C. of the leaves from trees
D. of silk

C

The idea of fighting a noise by making more noise sounds
strange, but that’s exactly what motor engineers are doing in
Germany and some other countries.

Car makers’ research and development laboratories have already
proved that mixing in more noise with the help of loudspeakers can
reduce the unwanted noise.

Physicists have known about the technique for a long time.
Sound is made up of pressure waves in the air. If two sound waves
of the same frequency (#51¥€) mix so that the highest point of one
wave happens at the same time as the lowest point of the other
wave, the result is no sound. Therefore, by producing a perfect copy
of the noise and delaying it by half a wave cycle (JAH#J), we can
kill the unwanted noise. Using this technique many carmakers are
racing to develop noise-killing system (&%) both inside and outside
the cars.

Another good thing about the noise-killing system is that it saves
the need for a silencer ({7 2%); this not only reduces the weight
of a car, but also makes the motor burn less fuel and work better.

Some engineers believe that the noise-killing system will be used
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in most cars in a few years. But the carmakers haven’t decided if

they will put it into production because it would add several hundred

dollars to the cost of their cars.

710. Which of the following gives a general idea of how the noise-
killing system works?
A.

B.

By producing pressure waves going in the opposite direction.

By mixing high frequency sound waves with low frequency sound

waves.

C.

By mixing new sound waves with the noise and sending them

out together.
D. By making copies of the unwanted sound waves and letting them
out a little later.
11. Besides its main use the noise-killing system can

A. make a car lighter

B. make a car quieter

C. reduce the cost of a silencer

D. improve the performance of a silencer

12. The noise-killing system is not yet popular mainly because

A. it is still being tried out

B. drivers still have their doubl:%

C. it increases the cost of car production
D.

carmakers are not sure if it is necessary

D

During the summer holidays there will be a revised schedule (&

Bt B Z] 3K ) of the services for the students. Changes for dining-

room and library service hours and for bus schedules will be posted
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on the wall outside the dining-hall. Weekly film and concert
schedules, which are being arranged (% #f), will be posted each
Wednesday outside of the student club. In the summer holidays,
buses going to the town center will leave the main hall every hour
on the half hour during the day. The dining-room will serve three
meals a day from 7:00 am to 7:00 pm during the week and two
meals from noon to 7:00 pm on weekends. The library will continue
its usual hours during the week, but have shorter hours on Saturday
and Sundays. The weekend hours are from noon to 5:00 pm.

All students who want to use the library lending services must
have a new summer card. This announcement will also appear in the

next week’s student newspaper.

13. The main purpose of this text is to
A. tell students of important schedule changes
B. tell students of new bus and library services
C. show the excellent services for students
D. ask students to renew their library cards
14. At which of the following times will the bus leave the main hall?
A. 8:00, 9:00, 10:00, 11:00.
B. 8:30, 9:30, 10:30, 11:30.
C. 8:30, 9:00, 9:30, 10:00.
D. 8:00, 9:30, 11:00, 12:30.
15. In the summer holidays, the library will have
A. no special hours
B. special hours on weekdays

C. special hours on weekends

D. special hours both on weekdays and weekends
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16. We may infer that during the summer holidays
A. few students will stay in the university

B. no breakfast will be served on weekends

C. the student newspaper will sell more copies

D. there will be a concert or a film each Wednesday

E
Events
Bicycle tour and race

A bicycle tour and race will be held on August 26 and 27 (Sat.
& Sun.) At 5:30 am,the riders will leave Tian’anmen Square and
ride the first 35 kilometers as a training leg. Then the next 55-
kilometer leg, from Yanjiao to Jixian, will be the first competitive
("R ) part of the tour. The riders and their bikes will then
be taken from Jixian to Changli.

The second racing leg of the tour will be from Changli to the
seaside at Nandaihe, covering a distance of 20 kilometers. Saturday
night includes the stay at Nandaihe and supper. Sunday morning is
free at the seaside. At noon all the people and their bikes will be
taken back to Beijing.

Cost: 200 yuan

Telephone: 4675027

Brazilian footballers

The Brazilian Football Club will play Beijing Guo’an Team at the
Workers Stadium on August 26. The club has four national team
players. Also coming is 1994 US World Cup star Romario who has
promised to play for at least 45 minutes.
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