The Chinese in Philippine Social Life , 1935—1965

A Study at the Angle of Ethnic Relationship between Chinese and Filipino
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ABSTRACT

On the basic of oral history as well as other materials, the thesis
explored the adaptation of Chinese immigrants in Philippine social life
during the period of 1935—1965 at the angle of individual relation be-
tween Chinese and Filipino.

The first chapter reviewed the situation of academic researches
relating to the subject of the thesis. The second chapter introduced the
writing background, including the history of the Philippines and the
development of Philippine Chinese society. The major parts of the the-
sis are the third and fourth chapters. The third chapter discussed the
role Chinese played at the basic level of economic life in the Philip-
pines, and focused the discussion on the issue of sari — sari store, and
then analyzed the positive and negative sides of economic relations be-
tween Chinese and Filipino. The fourth chapter discussed the issue of
Chinese contact with Filipino, including various Chinese ~ Filipino re-
lationships, such as neighbors, friends, marriages and comrades - in
~ arms during the period of Japanese occupation. What these two
chapters discussed showed that the adaptation of Chinese immigrants
was different from each other according to time, occasion, experi-
ence, age, etc. On what has been discussed above, the fifth chapter
explored individual adaptation of Chinese immigrants, including the

elements interrelated with adaptation such as conditions of inhabiting



as a community ; pressure of existence; gaps between Chinese and Fil-
ipino; Filipino toleration towards Chinese, and then pointed out that
the individual relation between Chinese and Filipino is the relation of
adapting — admitting. The sixth chapter made a summary, and ana-
lyzed the problems concerning adaptation of immigrants, and then ad-

vanced some viewpoints of my own on the theory of ethnic integration.
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