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Unit 1
At 2 Meeting

Information Related to the Text

Paris: capital city of France, center of the country’s politics, econo-
my, culture and transportation, a famous city for beautiful sights —
the Eiffel Tower, the Louvre, the Cathedral of Notre-Dame. At the
end of the 18th century the French Revolution broke out and on
March 18, 1871, Paris Commune, the first proletarian political power,
was founded in Paris and the Bastille, a former state prison, was com-
pletely demolished. '

Oxford: city on the Thames River in Oxfordshire, England, center of
automobile industry; seat of Oxford University, which was founded
in 1168

. Cambridge: city in Cambridgeshire, England, about 50 miles (80.5 km)

to the Northeast of London; seat of Cambridge University es-
tablished in 1209 as one of the oldest seat of higher education in
England. A great number of distinguished scholars such as Darwin,
Newton, etc. once studied or taught there.

Bath: city in the southwest of England noted for its hot springs and
mineral baths since its Roman days

Brighton: city in the south of England; adjacent to the English
Channel

Windsor: English town on bank of the Thames, site of royal re-
sidence, Windsor Castle; surname assumed by English royal house in
1917

Great Britain: containing England, Wales, Scotland, and the North-
ern Ireland



II. Pre-reading Questions

1. Do you agree that problems can be solved through meetings? Why or
why not?

2. Some people think that having a meeting is just a waste of time. We
can do without. What is your idea of an efficient meeting?

1. Synopsis of the Text

Every Tuesday is the time for the school principal to meet student
representatives and hear their complaints or suggestions concerning the
school work. The three items on the agenda of the meeting in question
include
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‘complaints about school canteen lunches”, “‘suggestions for
school excursions™ and “the inefficient central heating”. Views are ex-
changed and discussed. Relevant suggestions are put forth to improve
the situation.

IV. Detailed Study of the Text
1. principal: #. headmaster, the head of a school
e.g. Complaints began arriving at the principal’s office.
It took the principal to quiet us.
adj. main, chief, primary
e.g. His principal interest in life was to be the richest man in Britain.
She is the principal stockholder.
¢f. principle:
e.g. He studied the principles of psychology.
A party organized on Leninist principles.
2. agenda: n. program, schedule, timetable
An agenda is a list of items to be discussed at a meeting.
e.g. What’s on your agenda today?
The main point on the agenda was the election of a new chair-
man.

3. find out: phr. v. discover
. 2 .



If you find out something, you learn something that one did not al-
ready know, especially by making a deliberate effort to do so.
e.g. Can you find out Mr. Johnson’s address for me?
We have not yet been able to find out who broke the window.
cf. find: v.
e.g. Put things in a place where you can find them quickly and easily.
I think I'm lost, I can’t find the bridge.
. actual: adj. real, existing, factual
e.g. This book is based on an actual case.
What is the actual location of the ship now?
. ... but there doesn’t seem to be much variety in the way it’s cooked.:

... it does not seem that there is a wide choice for the students as the

food is always cooked in the same way.

variety: n. diversity, change

If a group of things has variety, the things are different from each

other instead of all being exactly the same, so that the group is

interesting or offers people a wide choice. It is often used showing

approval.

e.g. Those are the holiday brochures that give you the most variety.
Reptiles survived and increased in numbers and variety.

. Someone even suggested that we send the cooks to Paris on a course.:

Some students even went so far as to suggest sending the cooks to
Paris for a training course in cooking.
on a course: take a series of lessons or lectures on a particular subject
course: n. A course is a series of lessons or lectures on a particular
subject. A course usually includes reading and writing work that a
student has to do.
e.g. I thought it might be useful to do a course like this.

The people on the course are really nice.
. 'm afraid the school couldn’t afford extravagant things like that.
I’'m afraid, 'm afraid not, and ’m afraid to say are expressions used to
express politeness or regret especially when one is apologizing or
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disagreeing with someone.
e.g. I'mafraid 1 can’t agree with you.
Can you come round this evening? — I'm afraid not.
afford: v. have enough money / time / energy to do something without
causing oneself financial difficulty (inconvenience or tiredness); often
used with can, could, be able to
e.g. I cannot gfford to rent this flat.
1 can’t gfford the time for the film this evening.
extravagant: a. expensive, high-priced, costly
e.g. The car is much too extravagant for us to buy.
. We might get the cooks to use their imagination a bit, I suppose.:I
think that we might persuade the cooks to be a little original in the

way they cook.

I suppose: I think

I suppose is used

1) in order to introduce an idea or thought you have had that con-
cerns a possible explanation or reason for something.

e.g. I suppose the answer is that he wasn’t trying hard enough.
I suppose 1 felt slightly jealous.

2) in order to say that you are only guessing something such as a
number or a size, because you do not know it exactly or cannot
remember it exactly.

e.g. He was an elderly man, sixty I suppose, very amusing.
I suppose 1 saw twelve takes of this scene.

3) in order to say that you think that something is true, and that you
are angry or upset about it.

e.g. You know what you've done, I suppose, by your silly talk?
You've spoilt everything!

4) in order to say that you think that something is true, although you
hope that it might not be true and would be glad if someone con-
tradicted you.

e.g. Isuppose it’s too late to see the doctor now.

L S



I don’t suppose you would be prepared to stay in Edinburgh?
5) in order to indicate that you do not really want to do something
or to agree with someone, and that you are doing so reluctantly.
e.g. We could take Davis with us, I suppose.
So it was worth doing? — I suppose so.
get: as a causative verb
1) get + object + inf.: cause sb to do it by asking, persuading or
telling him
e.g. 1 gor him to help me when I moved the furniture.
If you are not feeling well, why don’t you ger the doctor to
examine you?
2) get + object + present participle (adj.): get sth into a particular state
e.g. 1 could manage to get the clock going again.
The girl finally gor the door open.
3) get + object + past participle: cause sth to be done or cause it into a
certain state
e.g. Go and get your hair cut.
I got my fingers caught in the door.
cf. have sb do sth, make sb do sth, force sb to do sth
9. recipe: n. a list of ingredients and a set of instructions telling you how
to mix and cook the ingredients in order to make a particular dish
e.g. a recipe for success
“Your pate is delicious,” said Dorothy. “Will you give me the
recipeT’
10. Could we get the students to offer suggestions for meals they would
like?
Could and would like here are not used to indicate the past. Both ex-
press politeness and tentativeness on the part of the speaker. Could

we ...7 is used as a polite way of asking for permission to do some-
thing and ... would like something indicates a wish or desire that stu-
dents have.

e.g. Could 1 speak to him right now?



11.

They would like to change their rooms for cheaper ones.

‘offend: v. displease, upset, insult, hurt

If you offend sb, you upset or embarrass them by doing sth rude or
tactless.
e.g. They took care never to offend their visitors.
I was offended at | by her words.
You know, catering for large numbers is really quite a problem.: It

is greatly difficult to meet the needs of a large number of people.

you know: here used for emphasis

cater for/to: v. aim to satisfy (the needs of) particular groups

To cater for a person or group means to provide all the things that

they need or want in a particular situation.

e.g. This play center caters for children of all ages.
In a consumer society no effort is made to cater for the needs of
the elderly.

. cost: v. be priced at, sell for

If sth costs a particular amount of money, it is able to be bought,
done, or made for that amount. The subject is usually sth and the
object is money, or sometimes double object.
e.g. This fur coat costs me $3000.
A freezer doesn’t cost much to run.
cf. spend:
1) When you spend money, you pay out the money for things you
want. The subject is often a person.
e.g. She loves to spend money on clothes.
2) If you spend time somewhere or energy doing sth, you pass the
time there or use your energy doing it.
e.g. He spent most of time in the library.
She spent a lot of effort organizing that trip.
occasionally: adv. once in a while, sometimes, every now and then, at
times, from time to time, now and then
e.g. 1t snowed occasionally but not enough for skiing.

6 .



15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

They occasionally stop by to see us.
I can’t see anything wrong with that at all.: T can’t see that there is
anything to blame for the suggestion about helping in the kitchen at
all.

wrong: adjj. not correct, amiss

e.g. What's wrong with the electrical system?
You’ve got no sense of human dignity, that’s what’s wrong with
you.

arrange: v. plan, schedule, prepare, fix up

e.g. arrange activities / a bargain / courses / a marriage / a meeting /
a program / a reception '
Ring up, and try to arrange an appointment for me with the
dentist.
arrange for doing sth, arrange for a journey, arrange for sb to
do sth, arrange for sth to be done, arrange for a talk / visit

the canteen staff: people who work in the school canteen

staff: n. people who work for an organization

e.g. teaching staff, hotel staff, government staff

volunteer: n. unpaid worker, charity worker, nonprofessional

e.g. Mother works on Tuesday as a volunteer at the hospital.
These young Americans settled themselves in Jubilee Partners
and taught literacy to those African refugees as volunteers.

v. offer willingly, take on a task willingly, express willingness

eg. Three people volunteered to help decorate the gym for the
dance.

excursion: n. outing

An excursion is a short journey especially one that you make for a

particular purpose; that is organized by a holiday company etc. so

that people can visit an interesting place.

e.g. ashopping excursion; a day excursion to the national gallery
You could go on a day excursion to the nearby island of
Aegina.



20.

21

22.

23,

cf. journey, voyage, travel, trip, tour, outing
journey: a trip from one place to another, often a long-distance trip
by land with a destination, but with no indication of returning, a
formal word
e.g. The Johnsons have gone on a journey to Switzerland.
voyage: a journey by sea or by air, a formal word
e.g. asea voyage, make a voyage across the Pacific by air
trip: a journey with a particular purpose usually a short one in
terms of distance and duration with an indication of coming back
to the original place, an informal word
e.g. He went on a trip to the nearest seaside resort during his holi-
days.
tour: a journey or trip made round a place, a country for the pur-
pose of visiting or inspecting
e.g. Mr White spent three months making a tour of China.
travel; the acting of going from place to place, interchangeable with
any of the group, a general term
e.g. Travel will free a man from prejudices.
Travel is a part of education.
and so on: and so forth, etc., and the like, and other things of that
kind
e.g. The costumes were red, pink, blue, purple, yellow, and so on.
for ages: for a long time
e.g. It seems for ages since we saw each other last time.
practically: adv. actually, in effect, virtually, basically, almost, very
nearly
e.g. The holidays are practically over, there’s only one day left.
She is practically always late for class.
I shouldn’'t want to waste my time.: I wouldn’t want to waste my
time.

You use I should when you are giving sb advice in an informal way.
e.g. If you have anything really confidential, / should install a safe.

-+ 8



24.

25.

26.

27

I shouldn’t bother to copy these down.
what about: how about
The two are often used in an interrogative sentence to ask for a deci-
sion, action, opinion or explanation.

e.g. What about another piece of pie?

What about a little help with these dishes?

How about a game of tennis?
stay behind: remain in a place when others leave
If you stay (behind) ina place, you continue to be there and do not
move away.

e.g. If you stay behind after class, I will repeat the instructions.

You go ahead, we’ll stay behind.
cf. leave behind:

1) If you leave sb or sth behind, you go away permanently from
them.

e.g. We must leave our childhood behind.

2) If you leave an objéct or a situation behind, it remains after you
have left a place.

e.g. 1 will leave these little details behind for you to settle.

3) If sb has been left behind, for example, in their work or studies,
they have not been as quick as other people at understanding
things, so that they are at a lower level of progress or develop-
ment.

e.g. If you don’t know your technical jargon, you’re going fo be
left behind.

manage to do sth: succeed in dealing with sth difficult

eg. It’s heévy, but 1 can manage.

He managed to gei a scholarship from that famous university.
That seems to be all the important matters dealt with.: It seems that
we have discussed all the important problems.

Actually it is on, ... : In fact the central heating is working now, ...

on: adv. You use on to say that a machine, electrical appliance, etc. is

« 9



functioning.
e.g. The television set remained on.
Turn the heater on.

29. look into: investigate, examine
If you look into a particular problem, subject, situation, etc. you find
out and examine the facts relating to it.
e.g. The mayor felt he should look into the decrease of income from
parking meters. )
Mr. Jones said he was looking into the possibility of buying a
house.
V. BAEE
1. $EEERAENFEKS, HFRFR-UIRMER, —FH
2. Y b, BRI, — BB EER
3. BMAZRMKT Ho —ER
V1. Use of English
Questions & Answers
(i)
1. What did the students complain about?
The students complained about the lack of variety of food in the
school canteen.
2. Why did some of the students suggest that the cooks should be sent
to Paris on a course? Why not other places?
Because first, Paris is a place noted for good food and cooks will
surely learn a lot by attending a cooking course there; and second, the
suggestion is made by a French student, which sounds only too
natural.
3. In which way did they think they might get the cooks to use their

imagination a bit?

- They think they might put a few new recipes in the kitchen for them

to read.
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