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From a General to Holy King Guan

/,
fﬁé L D] RE X Y L B S T  EL
AL — [ ) P 4T 51 1 4
TULEEHE P RM - T B,
A G LY S B B Sk R AT ) kLG

LTI R AR B AR O 0 160 5 ) Yl o 4
S L R 0T RN B TR L b B A A L R
R LR RS L AL R Al R, A HE

6 LR A RO R e R R
o A LN L BB o e A . B R
DA BRI RN T R
FY S 3 R B AR AL P 5 A R .

BTN B IT L B e I B e AL
TR RO AR T L S SR E M L SR L
LUSRAE . RS G AR e s B R e
T FFET G T T S0 VR M B e At
o A L

BLAARE AR ESE AN W
PLRVE AN L FR ) By 58 A B M L R B

ERVERINY " EE5ES"
Portrait of Guan Yu printed by Wen-Wu Temple in Hongkong.

AT ] I

EL U FE IR L R R e B ) R ACHE T &
PRI A RS R A b DU AR I R
IR Y SR I T e S LT R L R O R S B L
W T L £ R R AL IR A T g
ik e A N 2 G R AN B R IS EE L L e s
I 41 R PT I 8 s 10 BE L R L R R
T R A B IR R O R SRS

BE MDY B R AT - R S
Ot FF Ky R b B L BRCHR LA D - W B
P T B S b I OO o0 592 4Ry 1 R
B A AR B RO 1 L B
WL LB SO B R B
2 s ik
HEARAT RS W b e g i s o %

(6 7 Bl AT A B B B B kR
HECZ T 1096 ) RLHESL R RN BT R R Y,
A A2 Y b4 C25 00 1531 1) B i 8] fo ™ s U Y g

Th TR G 1605 M MRS S R A e

DRI R ST 1T R K R
17 5 R AN A
OO0 1828 450 S0 O e B Ay sl g b S S 1 8
SEL IR AL 7 L A Ly T R A T B R
U AR R AT R

WAL BT B HEORT
Image of Guan Yu worshipped in the **Native Place of Guan
Yu™ at Changping Village, Shanxi Province.

N " e e e




TEERBMEENRE s

In China Confucius is worshipped as the greatest man of

scholarly learning and Guan Yu as the greatest man of
military prowess. Emperors conferred on him many hon-
orary litles. The army general of the Three Kingdoms
Period (A.D. 220-280) became “Guan, the Holy King”, a
title bestowed on him by Emperor Wan Li of the Ming
Dynasty. This is the most popular one of Guan Yu's many
titles in China today.

Guan Yu, alias Yunchang, was born in Xiexian (pre-
sent day Changping Village, Xiezhou Town, Yuncheng,
Shanxi Province) in A.D. 160. He was 1all, strong and
good looking with a beautiful long beard, and was an
excellent master of martjal arl. When he was 19 he had a
fight with a local noble and fled to Zhuozhou in Hebei
Province where he met Liu Bei and Zhang Fei, They
became sworn brothers in a peach orchard.

China was in great chaos between the end of the 2nd
century and the end of the 3rd century. Big landlorgs were
fighting against cach other for power and territory. Liu
Bei, Guan Yu and Zhang Fei raised a small army of their
own. In A.D. 201 their army was defeated and the three
sworn brothers were separated. Guan Yu, with the two
wives of Liu Bei, was forced 1o stay with Cao Cao, the
most powerful warlord. To test his loyalty Cao Cao as-
signed one house for Guan Yu and Liu Bej’s wives, Guan
Yu stood outside 1o read through the night while the
women slept inside. Cao Cag was very fond of Guan Yu
for his talents and tried Various ways to win him over. But
when Guan Yu learned where Ly Bei was he set off
immediately, leaving behind all the presents Cao Cao had
given him and the official seal of Marquis of Shouting
which Cao Cao applied for him from the emperor. The
three sworn brothers met in Gucheng city at last,

In 212 and 214 Liy Bej and Zhuge Liang, Liu's chief
advisor, went to seek new territory in Sichuan Province.
Guan Yu took charge of the garrison of Jingzhou, their
Emperor Yong Zheng of the Qing Dynasty ordered all the
large cities and towns to build a temple in honor of Guan
Yu and bestowed the title of dukedom on him. In 182§
Emperor Dao Guang of the Qing Dynasty gave him the

2

Statue of Guan Yu worshipped at Guanlin Temple in Luoyang, Henan Province.

rear base. Cao Cao and Sup Quan joined forces in an
attempt to take over Jingzhou, Guan Yu with great cour-
age and wise strategy, defeated them. But he was wounded
by a poisoned arrow, He let a surgeon cut open the flesh
in his arm and scrape the bone to get rid of the poison
while he played chess over g cup of wine. His fame became
known all over the country. In the winter of A.D 220
Guan Yu became careless Jingzhou was taken by the army
of Sun Quan. On his Way lo retreat to Maicheng he was
ambushed and decapitated at Zhangxiang (present day
Dangyang City in Hubej Province). Sun Quan wanted to
divert Liu Bei’s hatred by sending Guan Yu’s head to Cao
Cao. Cao Cao had a body carved out of sandalwood and
buried the head at Guanlin south of Luoyang City with a
grand funeral as suitable o a duke. Sun Quan also had a
erand funeral and buried Guan Yu's body in Dangyang.

Guan Yu began to be worshipped as a divine being in
the Sui Dynasty (A D. 581-618). A legend tells that in 592
Buddhist monk zhj Kai went 10 Dangyang to build
temple. At night he saw a divine being with a long beard
who said he was Guan Yu of Kingdom Shu, now Guardi-
an of Dangyang Mountain, and wanted to become a
disciple of Buddha. Monk Zhi Kai reported the meeting
to Yang Guang, Prince of Jin, who conferred on Guan Yu
the title “Temple Guardian of Law™.

Sixteen emperors in Chinese history regarded Guan
Yu as divine guardian of the royal house and conferred
on him grand titles. In 1096 Emperor Zhe Zong of the
Song Dynasty gave him the title “King of Extraordinary
Gallantry” and wrote it on a plaque to hang in Yuquan
Temple in Dangyang. In 153] Emperor Jia Jing of the
Ming Dynasty gave him the title “King Guan, Han Mar-
quis of Shouting™. In 1605 Emperor Wan Li, also of the
Ming Dynasty, gave him the title “Great King of the
Three Heavens for Suppressing the Evil and Holy Empe-
ror of Divine Might That Reaches Far and Wide™, In 1725
title “Holy Great King of Loyalty, Righ[cousncss, Super
Military Prowess, Benevolence and Courage with Divine
Might That Reaches Far and Wide”. Guan Yu was also
commonly worshipped as a god of wealth.
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Temple of Guan Yu on Five Continents
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Miss Yang, a guide at the Temple of Guan Yu in Xuchang,
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he first shrines of Guan Yu were built on Yuquan Hill

in Hubei Province and Xiczhou in Shanxi Province
1,400 years ago. After the Sui and Tang dynasties
(581-907) conmstruction of the Temple of Guan Yu became
widespread. During the Song Dynasty (960-1279) the
shrine was called I'emple of the King Wu'an; during the
Yuan Dynasty (1206-1368) it was called Temple of Xian-
lie; and during the Ming and Qing dynasties (1368-1911)
1t was called Temple of King Guan and Temple of Holy
Saint Guan.

The Temple of Guan Yu varies in style from place to
place according to local customs. The most famous ones
are listed below:

The “Ancestral Temple of Guan Yu™ Guan Yu was
born in Changping Village, Xiezhou Town, Shanxi Prov-
ince. Local people buill a temple to worship him and
called it “Native Place of King Guan™. Another lemple in
honor of Guan Yu in Xiezhou, 10 kilometers west of the
village, is called the “Ancestral Temple of Guan Yu".

Guanling (Guan Yu’s Tomb) Temple in Dangyang,
Hubei Province is where the head of Guan Yu is buried.
Guanlin (Guan Yu’s Woods) Temple in Luoyang, Henan
Province is where his body is buried. The two temples
follow the style of imperial palaces in construction and
today have many cultural relics on display,



Temples for worshipping Guan Yu are found at every
place where Guan Yu had been during his numerous
battles. The Spring-Autumn Tower in Xuchang, Henan
Province is said to be where Guan Yu read outside while
the two wives of Liu Bei slept inside. The temple at Baling
Bridge in Xuchang is where Guan Yu accepted a gift from
Cao Cao on horseback. The ancient city of Jingzhou was
the rear base of Shu Kingdom Guan Yu garrisoned. The
temple in the south part of the city is where Guan Yu set
his headquarters. A temple is built by Zhuodao Spring at
the foot of Fuhu Hill in Wuchang where, it is said, Guan
Yu put his broadsword there and water came up from
underground.

Guan Yu was ambushed and killed at Yuquan Hill in
Hubei Province. Guan Yu made his presence several times
there in order to protect local people. The words “Where
Guan Yu of the Han Dynasty first made his presence after
death” were carved on a stone tablet on the slope of
Yuquan Hill. At the foot of the hill there was once a
temple for worshipping Guan Yu. An inscription on a
stone tablet in Zhaxi Lhumbo Lamasery in Xigaze, Tibet,
also records the appearance of Guan Yu's spirit in 1792 to
help the Qing army defeat a rebelion army. There were
temples of Guan Yu in Xigaze, Lhasa and Dinggye. The
construction was a combination of Tibetan and Han styles.
But only the one in Lhasa still exists. Of COUrse no one
really saw the presence of Guan Yu's spirit. People made
it up to show their respect for the great man.

The Temple of Guan Yu is also found in frontier
passes and towns, as far as Jiayuguan Pass, the western
end of the Great Wall, in the Tianshan Mountains and Ili
the uttermost western region of China. They were built to
raise the morals of the garrison soldiers, The Temple of
Guan Yu on Dangshan Island in the South China Sea was
built by Ming soldiers. A statue of Guan Yu is carved out
of stone in a stone cave on the West Mountains by Dianchi
Lake in Kunming, Yunnan Province. Pilgrims to it in-
clude all the ethnic groups in this southern frontier region
of the country.

Guan Yu is also popular in Taiwan, There are more
than 200 temples in honor of Guan Yu on the island and
more are to be built. Among the best is the one in Tainan,

6
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Zhang Ziging, Abbot of
Shengshou Palace in Taizhong,
Taiwan, leads a delegation to
Guanling Temple in
Dangyang, Hubei Province.

built during the reign of Emperor Wan Li (1573-1619). It
has been designated as one of the 16 “First Class Historic
Sites” of Taiwan. A new statue of Guan Yu in Putian
Palace in Xinzhu County is five meters high. The Xing-
tian Palace in Taibei, Shengshou Palace in Taizhong,
Wenheng Hall in Gaoxiong, Xuetian Temple in Yilan and
Wen-Wu Temple in Riyuetan are also famous. Taiwan
people hold grand celebrations on the birthday of Guan
Yu. Dance of carrying divine sedan chair and operas are
performed on this occasion. The temples are shrouded in
fragrant incense smoke.

The Temple of Guan Yu can be seen in every large
Chinese community in the United States, Japan, Singa-
pore, Thailand, Vietnam, Myanmar, Indonesia and Aus-
tralia. An anthropologist from Chicago, USA says: “I
respect this great god of China. He deserves respect from
every one. His virtues of benevolence, righteousness, intel-
ligence and bravery are good for present time too. Bene-
volence means love, righteousness means good faith, intel-
ligence means learning and bravery means no fear of
dificulties. If all the subjects of God behaved as Guan Yu
did, our world would be much better.”
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About Guan Yu’s Culture
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“Guan Yu allows warlord Cao Cao to escape”, a scene from TV
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A wood face carving of Guan Yu made in Maynmar (right) and
painted faces for the Peking opera characters of Liu Bei, Guan
Yu and Zhang Fei.
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Guan Yu is being made up for the shooting of TV play
Historic People of Ancient City Dangyang.




“Three Sworn Brothers in Peach Orchard™ made
by Clay Figurine Master Zhang from Tianjin.
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Several people from Guan Yu's birthplace pooled funds to
shoot a TV program “Guan Yu. the Military Saint’". The
picture shows them collecting material at Yuquan Hill in

Hubei Province with Professor Chaj Shengxiang (second from
left).




Statue of Guan Yu carved by girls of Bai ethnic group from
Yunnan Province is displayed at the Folklore Village in
Shenzhen.

n order to maintain their power rulers of feudal times in

China all made Guan Yu their Divine Guardian, In
A.D. 960 Zhao Kuangyin unified the Central Plains and
established the Song Dynasty, The nomadic tribes of Liao
to the north became a threat to the new regime. The Song
emperors wanted to establish a kind of popular culture 1o
rally the people. Guan Yu, a highly respected hero who
had become an incarnation of loyalty, righteousness, be-
nevolence and courage, was given the title “King Wu'an
of Righteousness and Bravery” by Emperor Hui Zong.

Mongols established the Yuan Dynasty in central
China in 1206. They promoted the worshipping of Guan
Yu in order to win support from the Han people, the
traditional inhabitants of central China. Emperor Shen
Zong of the Ming Dynasty who was on the throne between
1573 and 1619 conferred on Guan Yu the title “Great
King of Loyalty and Righteousness Assisting Heaven 1o
Safeguard the Country™ In 1614 he held a sacrificial
service in honor of Guan Yu in the palace. Under his
influence a great number of temples worshipping Guan
Yu were built all over the country.

In 1644 Manchus came from the north of the Great
Wall and conquered central China. I'hey established the
Qing Dynasty. Manchu rulers paid greal attention (o
assimilating the Han culture. Lmperor Shu Zhi gave Guan
Yu the long title “Great King of Loyalty, Righteousness,
Divine Military Prowess, Benevolence and Courage Who
Safeguard the Country and Promote Good Morale™.
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Girl carvers of Bai ethnic group from Yunnan Province,

In China, Confucianists and Buddhists sometimes
fought against each other in philosophical theories, but
took the same respectful stand about Guan Yu. Buddhism
was introduced to China in the early Eastern Han Dynasty
(A.D. 25-220). Its philosophy was assimilated by the indi-
genous Confucianism and Daoism in a long period of
constant clashes. Gradually Buddhism in China took on
strong features of Chinese culture. Guan Yu became a
divine guardian of law of Buddhist temples. In the Song
Dynasty Emperor Wei Zong (reigned between 1101 and
[119) sent Daoist Master Zhang to Shanxi Province to
engage the spirit of Guan Yu for subduing a plague in
Yucheng area. Since then Guan Yu was given the Daoist
titles “True Master for Wiping Out Evils” and “Great
King for Subduing Evils™. Confucianists did not confer
religious titles on Guan Yu. They just called him “Master
and “Saint”. To Confucianists Confucius was the Cireat
Master of Scholarly Learning while Guan Yu the Great
Master of Military Prowess.

Luo Guanzhong, a well-learned Confucianist of the
Ming Dynasty, wrote the famous novel Romance of the
Three Kingdoms based on the H istory of the Three King-
doms and folk tales. In this novel Guan Yu is described as
a Confucianist saint and an incarnation of loyalty, righ-
teousness, propriety, intelligence, good faith and benevol-
ence, The novel further spread the popularity of Guan Yu
among the Chinese people.

Guan Yu has been a major character on the theatrical



