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[ Preface ]

This collection of light-color pencil
drawings has its origin dating back to the
1950s, when I was a set designer at Beijing
People’s Art Theater and did much re-
search in collecting scenes of the city for
the stage design. The memories have
grown stronger as time passes by. In or-
der to reproduce the scenery of the old
city, I have drawn over a hundred color
sketches. I cannot expect to give a whole
picture of Old Beijing in these limited
drawings, but I feel this is something I can
contribute to the history of Beijing.

The constructions in Old Beijing were
mostly structure of wood and brick, ex-
hibiting a style of traditional Chinese ar-
chitecture and a life of tranquility and
peacefulness. There was little traffic apart
from the public buses and trams, though
bicycles and rickshaws could be seen
everywhere. Such simple means of
transport, however, did not put the citi-
zens into any inconvenience.

What is worth mentioning is the unique taste
of the streets, as seen in the vivid carvings of
Chinese dragon figures on the facades of the
shops, the painted beams, the variety of
window frames, and so on. Despite the fact
that they have been worn with years of
wind and rain, condensed in them is the
taste of Old Beijingers in the bygone times.

The wooden archways standing in the
streets appeal to the eyes of everyone.
These artistic treasures seem to be telling
people about their magnificent past.

The old buildings distributed in the various
areas of Beijing follow regular patterns. I
remember that in 1951 I attended a lec-
ture given by Liang Sicheng, the re-
nowned architect, on the planning of re-
constructing Beijing, who said that for one
thing, Beijing had a unique axis from the
south up to the north. Starting from
Yongdingmen (the Gate of Lasting Peace),
the southern terminal, there was succes-
sively Zhengyangmen (the Gate of Direct
Sunshine, also known as Qianmen, the
Front Gate), Zhonghuamen (the Gate of
China), Tian’anmen (the Gate of Heav-
enly Peace), Duanmen (the Southern Gate
of the Forbidden City), Wumen (the Me-
ridian Gate), the Outer Court (the Halls
of Supreme Harmony, Central Harmony
and Preserving Harmony), the Inner
Court, Shenwumen (the Gate of Spiritual
Valor), Beishanmen (the Northern Gate of
the Forbidden City), Wanchunting (the
Pavilion of Springs on the Prospect Hill),
Shouhuangdian (the Palace for Worshiping
Ancesters), Di’anmen (the Gate of Earthly
Peace), Gulou (the Drum Tower), and
Zhonglou (the Bell Tower) at the very
north. This central axis was built in the



Ming dynasty (1368 — 1644) and ex-
tended for seven and a half kilometers. All
the imperial palaces, altars, temples, and
government offices clustered along the
axis, making obvious the supreme author-
ity and national unity.

The pattern of the buildings was purely
symmetrical. For example, the Temple of
Heaven was in the south, with the Temple
of Earth in the north, the Temple of Sun
in the east and the Temple of Moon in the
west. The Altar of Ancestors and Gods was
in the east (now the Working People’s
Cultural Palace) and the Altar of Earth and
Harvests was in the west (now the
Zhongshan Park). The arrangement of the
city walls, the halls in the Forbidden City
and the Corner Towers of the city walls
were also symmetrical. So were the trading

centers.

The third point was that although the old
city walls were of various heights, the
spine of the walls was miraculously on the
same horizontal level, without exception.
A miracle in the international history of
surveying and architecture!

This collection of drawings consists of
three parts: the Central Axis Area, the
Eastern Area and the Westen Area. Each
of those parts in the book is distributed

from South to North and also from East to
West to show the old city of Beijing in a
clear order.

In drawing and writing this book, I have
consulted several major works on Old
Beijing, including Perspectives of Old
Beijing, Photo Album of Hutong in
Beijing, and Hutong in Beijing. Id like
to express my gratitude and appreciation
to the following people, who have made
outstanding contributions to research in
the history of Beijing: Jiang Tao, Wei Mu,
Liu Rixiang, Jin Weina, Zeng Niugeng,
Chai Yiqian, Liu Fuyang, Li Weiwei,
Zhao Yan, Zhang Xiande, Ma Jie, Xiong
Ying, Wang Qiong, Shen Yantai, Wang
Changqing, Ding Youhua, Zhang
Chengzhi, and Xu Yanzeng.

I would also like to thank Mr. Wang Haoli,
who arranged the publication of this book,
Mr. Suo Bicheng and Mr. Shi Baohui, who
translated the text into English, and Mr.
Zhu Debin and Mr. Sun Yuanming of the
Social Science Academic Press. Last but
not least, I must say “Thank You” to Wang
Guiling, my wife, for her love and care
throughout all these years.

Chen Yongxiang
September 10, 2005
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EWE T E A & Yongdingmen Gate was the starting point of the southernmost end of the axis of

R E, BWEILEEMT ( WD, A Beijing. To its north was Zhengyangmen (Qianmen) Gate with a wide street con-
— R F M KA AL AT ek necting the two gates. Further north to it were Zhonghuamen Gate, Tian'anmen
. 5 R i ‘ Gate, the Southern Gate, Meridian Gate, the Three Halls of the Outer Court (the

#FL, RN RENL R, FI | Halls of Supreme Harmony, Central Harmony and Preserving Harmony), the Three
B (Kfugk, #HE. ®RER). & Halls of the Inner Court, the Gate of Spiritual Valor, the Northern Gate, Wanchun
=K. AR, LT, FLFEE, Pavilion at the top of the Prospect Hill, Shouhuangdian Palace, Di'anmen Gate,
FEBR. T, B, A HL with the Drum Tower and the Clock Tower the farthest on the North. The axis of
E—ik, AKTSANE, BEHE Beijing measures as much as 7.5 kilometers, on the basis of which the city of

" o N Beijing was constructed. From the East to the West, the city, the altars, the palaces,
DB S e, AT MR A E | DN - , - i

. i the offices and other buildings were built symmetrically along the axis. This is
B, e R TR P A — R,

unique in the world.
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To the West of Tiangiao on the street inside Yongdingmen
Gate, the shop was of a two-storey structure with an arch-

way in the front. Next to it was a furniture shop, which

was one of the busiest shops in the Tiangiao area.
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This was another brick and wood structure with an archway in the
front. The carved wooden boards hanging from the eaves harmonized
with the windows, which was very special. This was a hotel with a
restaurant, providing convenience for merchants coming to Beijing
from other places in China.
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Zhushikou commercial center is to the West of Qianmen Street.
There were shops with multi-angle wood archways, the orderly
layout of which was typical of the symmetrical overall arrange-

ment of old Beijing.



